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Rupture  with  SPAIN, 
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PAPERS,  &c. 


Extra£l  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  to  the 
Earl  of  Briitol,  dated  Whitehall,  28  July,  1761. 


W  *  ^  regard  to  the  ftrange  Idea  of  the  propofed  Guaranty  of 

Spain,  mentioned  in  Mr.  Stanley's  Difpatches,  as  alio  with  re- 
fpc<ft  to  the  Engagements  with  Spain,  concerning  our  Difputes 
with  that  Crown,  which  the  Due  de  Choifeul  now  avows  to  have 
been  taken  before  the  Hrft  Overtures  of  France ,  for  the  particular  Peace  with 
England^  and  which  consequently  had  been  from  that  Time  as  difingenuouflv 
fupprefied,  as  they  were  in  the  Moment  infolently  produced  j  the  King’s  Ser 
vants  were  unanimoufly  of  Opinion  utterly  to  rejedt  the  Thought  of  fufFering 

u0fe^  r^UteS  u°  be  mixed  in  the  NeSotiation  with  France  ;  and  fubmitted  to 
His  Majefty,  that  a  peremptory  Declaration,  to  that  Effi edt,  fhould  be  made 

l°  BiyinS  ^iat  Minifter  withal  clearly  to  underhand,  that  it 

would  be  confidered  here  as  ofFenfive  to  the  Dignity  of  the  King  that  farther 
Mention  fhould  be  made  of  fuch  an  Idea,  and  that  it  is  SW  jJteftoS 

here,  that  France  at  no  Time  has  a  Right  to  meddle  in  fuch  Difcuffions  be¬ 
tween  Great  Britain  and  Spain, 

1  ,f  (5“int  >'our  Excellency,  that  M.  de  BuJJy  did  not  come  to 

me  till  Jaft  Tburfdny  Morning,  when,  after  delivering  to  me  the  fame  Memorial 

A  which 


] 

which  Mr.  Stanley  had  received  from  the  Due  de  Choifeul ,  and  tranfmitted  to  me 
he  alfo  gave  me  two  lupplemental  Memorials  of  a  molt  extraordinary  Nature’ 
Copies  whereot  I  fend  your  Excellency  inclofed,  together  with  a  Copy  of 

mhlible  1  ’  retUrning  the  Tw0  faid  Memorials,  as  totally  inad 

With  regard  to  the  Memorial  relative  to  the  Difputes  between  England  and 
tat  itxe  will  belt  Ipeak  its  own  Enormity,  and  the  extreme  Oftenfive- 
nds  ol  the  Matter  which  it  contains;  at  the  fame  Time  my  Letter,  by  Order 
5  Kln&  t0„M-  de  BuJJy,  lending  back  the  laid  Memorial,  will  Efficiently 
c  onvey  to  ymtir  Excellency  the  juft  Senfations  which  fuch  a  Paper  has  excited 
df  in  the  Bveaft  of  every  one  to  whom  it  was  imparted 

It  is  the  King’s  Plealure  therefore,  that  your  Excellency  Ihould  immediately 
communicate  to  M.  Wall  the  above-mentioned  Memorial,  together  with  my 
etter  to  M  de  Bujfy  returning  the  fame  ;  and  in  cafe  the  %amjh  Minifcr 
lhall  avow  that  this  ltrange  Piece  has  really  been  authorized  by  the  Court  of 
Madrid,  your  Excellency  will  remonftrate,  with  Energy  and  Firmnefs,  the  un¬ 
exampled  Irregularity  ol  fuch  a  Proceeding  on  the  Part  of  Spain ,  not  only 
ftill  in  Amity  with  Great  Britain,  (though  Difcuflions  of  Difficulty  unluckily 
engage  the  1  wo  Courts)  but  whofe  Intercourfe  has  hitherto  profeffed  itfelf  to 
be  friendly,  and  whofe  declared  Aims  have  all  along  feemed  to  point  to  -n 
amicable  Adjuftment  of  the  long  fubfifting  Difputes  relating  to  the  Coafts  of 
Honduras,  &c.  by  fome  equitable  Regulation  -of  the  Enjoyment  of  th-  Pri 
vilege  ol  cutting  Logwood  by  the  Subjects  of  Great  Britain ;  you  will  farther 
exprefs  with  the  utmoft  Serioufnefs  to  M.  Wall,  that  nothing  can  equal  the 

Mlngn  .’SL!lPr;iZei>arU  f egret.  aC  a  Tranlaftion  fo  unprecedented,  except  His 
Majelty  s  fteady  Purpofe,  and  immoveable  Determination,  not  to  be  diverted 
by  any  Considerations,  Irom  that  even  Tenor  of  Conduit  towards  Spain,  which 
I  lls  jult  and  conftant  Care  of  His  People  (Inflates,-  and  which  Mis  Royal  Wit 
dom  and  Magnanimity  have  hitherto  purfued.  '•  , 

On  the  one  Hand  then.  His  Majefty  will  by  no  means  add  Facilities  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  that  Court,  in  confideration  of  any  Intimation,  on  the  Part 
of  a  hoftile  Power,  of  Union  of  Councils,  or  of  prefent  or  future  Conjunc¬ 
tions ;  nor,  on  the  other  Hand,  will  His  Majefty’s  Equity  and  Moderation 
ceale  to  difpofe  His  Royal  Mind  to  the  fame  reafonable  Terms  of  Accommo¬ 
dation  with  Spain,  with  regard  to  fuch  Objects,  and  in  fuch  Manner,  as  the 
Kmg  excited  by  Inclination  and  determined  by  Syftem,  has,  through  the 
CourJe  ol  this  Negotiation,  invariably  declared  Himfeif  ready  to  embrace 
As  to. the  Three  Points  mentioned  in  this  Memorial ;  Firft,  Concerning  the 
Reltitution  of  I  nzes  made  againft  the  Flag  of  Spain,  or  fuppofed  to  liave 
been  taken  in  \  lolanon  of  the  Territory  of  that  Kingdom,  it  fuffices  to  fay,  Thar 
me  Courts,  here  inftituted  to  take  Cognizance  of  all  Matters  of  fuch  a  Nature, 
am  always  open  to  the  Parties  who  think  fit  to  feck  Redrels  in  due  Courfc 
of  Juftice  ;  and  it  is  fuperfluous  to  obferve.  That  the  Minifters  of  His  moil 
•-  jiiiihan  Majcliy  arc  not  a  I  ribunal  to  which  Great  Britain  allows  an  Appeal.. 
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derations  to  the  CnnrE  c  •  a^Ure»  agteeable  to  His  MiSrt-  *  *  ^  s’  ^e 

[ick  Majefty  proved  the/r  ^  °^ures  on  De‘ 

by  whole  Intervention  the^ino-  no.t. ,  conveyed  through  the  Channel  of  £3th°' 
cably  adjufting  the  fame  and  L™  ne.Ver  treat  of  thefe  Difputes)  far™"' 
able  Complaint  or  Depute! Anally  every  Source  „/ 

fa<fbon  Things  relatino- thereto  1bvHead’^^y  terminating  to  mutual^Satif 
o  After  the  above  Memorial  of  Se  aTd  ttT  ^  *“* 

in  terrmm  on°thl Part'of  F  ReVerfio">  and  tha^not  M°a  Diftanc’ 

wTbe?n  fo  ,*  Pr°per  ExPlanabon  with  rega^theV0  d,e,r  3gain’  in  this 
lency  cannot  but®  iSn^fenfW  Iari0UaS  Ports  of  AnThTs^E 

theOrrW^T-u-  Jr  De  tenfible  how  flrono-Iv  t-Uo  .  na  nis  Txcel- 

Hisci°L?S;t  fom  t  heindifpenS^  iv^f  whatS  UP°"’  ,n 

p$tn£  S 

’  **“*  "h 

^uppofidon^nthTt^hifidiOT^^rithatrCou^V';^/^,e^°^  ^^^’^pbceed^n  ^he 

luch  a  Manner  the  Name  of  hiTcaSu  i-'t^  COuId  n«  dare  to  commit  n 
poffible  here1  tha^the  CoTrtof  4”  ^  focdlency!  thltlt 

M«eri  ,„d  i„  X  g&SZ-'S'JP*  "* 

ftal  perceive  a  Difpofition  in  M  °/S  Remoif''ance  on  this  Affair  you 
Authorization  of  Spain  to  this  ofllmfiveSw'd  ^  ^  and  ddavow  ‘the 
to  categorical  and  fatisfaftory  Declan, Zs  rZnlTr  °f/W'  and  to  come 

*  relatively  to  the  final  Intentions  of 
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Spain,  your  Excellency  will,  with  Readinefs  and  your  ufual  Addrefs,  adapt 
yourfelf  to  fo  defirable  a  Circum (lance,  and  will  open  to  the  Court  of  Madrid 
as  handfome  a  Retreat  as  may  be,  in  cafe  you  perceive  from  the  Spanijh.  Minifter 
that  they  fincerely  wifli  to  find  one,  and  to  remove,  by  an  effedual  Satisfadion, 
the  unfavourable  Imprefiions  which  this  Memorial  of  the  Court  of  France  has 
juftly  and  unavoidably  made  on  the  Mind  of  His  Majefty. 

F'r {inflation  of  a  Memorial  relating  to  Spain,  delivered  to  Mr .  Secretary 

Pitt  by  M.  de  BufTy,  July  23d,  1761. 

AS  it  is  efifential,  even  as  France  and  England  defire  it,  that  the  projeded 
Treaty  of  Peace  fhould  ferve  as  a  Bafis  to  a  folid  Reconciliation  between 
the  Two  Crowns,  which  may  not  be  difturbed  by  the  Interefts  of  a  Third 
Perfon,  and  the  Engagements  which  the  one  or  the  other  Court  may  have 
taken  prior  to  their  Reconciliation,  the  King  of  Spain  fhall  be  invited  to 
cuiaranty  the  Treaty  of  future  Peace  between  the  King  and  the  King  of  Great 
"Britain.  This  Guaranty  will  obviate  prefent  and  future  Inconveniencies  with 
regard  to  the  Solidity  of  the  Peace. 

The  King  will  not  conceal  from  His  Britannick  Majefty,  that  the  Differences 
qf  Spain  with  England  alarm  him  *,  and  make  him  fear,  if  they  were  not  adjufted, 
a  new  War  in  Europe  and  in  America.  The  King  of  Spain  has  trufted  to  His 
Majefty  the  Three  Points  of  Diffention  which  fubfift  between  his  Crown  and 
the  Britijh  Crown,  which  are, 

Firft ,  The  Reftitution  of  fome  Prizes  made  during  the  prefent  War  on  his 
Catholick  Majefty’s  Flag,  and  the  Satisfadion  due  for  the  Violation  of  the  Spanijh 
Territory  by  the  Englijh  Navy. 

'  Second ,  The  Liberty  to  the  Spanijh  Nation  of  the  Fiftiery  on  the  Bank  of 
Newfoundland. 

Third,  The  Deftrudion  of  the  Englifh  Eftablifhments  formed  on  the  Spam/h 
Territory  in  the  Bay  of  Honduras. 

Thefe  Three  Articles  may  eafily  be  adjufted  according  to  the  Juftice  of  the 
Two  Sovereigns  •,  and  the  King  earneftly  wifhes,  that  lome  Medium  may  be 
found,  which  may  content  the  Spanijh  and  Englijh  Nations  on  thefe  Two  Points  : 
But  he  cannot  conceal  from  England  the  Danger  which  he  fees,  and  of  which 
he  fhall  be  obliged  to  partake,  if  thefe  Objeds,  which  appear  fenfibly  to  affed 
his  Catholick  Majefty,  fhould  end  in  War.  T  herefore  Elis  Majefty  thinks  it  a 
primary  Confideration,  for  the  Advantage  and  the  Solidity  of  the  Peace,  that,  at 
the  fame  Time  that  this  defirable  Blefting  fhall  be  concluded  between  France  and 
England ,  His  Britannick  Majefty  may  terminate  Elis  Differences  with  Spain,  and 
may  confent  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  fhall  be  invited  to  guaranty  the  1  reaty 
which  is  to  reconcile,  God  grant  for  ever,  the  King  and  the  King  of  England. 

As  to  the  reft,  his  Majefty  does  not  truft  his  Fears  in  ^this  refped  to  the 

Court  of  London ,  but  with  the  moft  upright  and  the  moft  frank  Intentions  to 

prevent 
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prevent  every  Thing  which  may  difturb,  for  the  future,  the  Union  of  the 
French  and  Fnglijh  Nations  •,  and  he  de fires  His  Britannick  Majefty,  whom  he 
fuppofes  animated  with  the  fame  Defire,  to  acquaint  him  naturally  with  his 
Opinion  on  fo  eftential  an  Object, 


1 Tranjlation  of  a  Letter  from  Mr .  Secretary  Pitt  to  M.  de  Buffy. 


$  I  R , 


Whitehall ,  July  24,  ij6i. 


*  •«  *  •  *  •  »•  ^  t 

HAVING  explained  myfelf,  in  our  Converfation  of  Yefterday,  on  certain 
Engagements  of  France  with  Spain ,  concerning  the  Difcufiions  between 
this  laft  Crown  and  Great  Britain,  the  which  your  Court  did  not,  till  this  Moment, 
announce  to  us  had  been  taken  before  their  firft  Propofals  were  made  here 
for  the  particular  Peace  of  the  two  Crowns  and  as  you  defired,  for  the  greater 
Exadtnefs,  to  take  a  Note  of  what  pafied  between  us  on  fo  weighty  a  Subject*, 
I  renew  to  you,  Sir,  by  Order  of  the  King,  Word  for  Word,  the  fame  Decla¬ 
ration  whichT  made  to  you  Yefterday  ;  and  apprizing  you  again  of  the  King’s 
moft  fincere  Sentiments  of  Friendftiip  and  real  Confideration  towards  His 
Catholick  Majefty  in  every  Thing  that  is  reafonable  and  juft,  I  am  again  moft 
plainly  to  declare  to  you,  in  the  Naxne  of  His  Majefty,  That  He  will  not  fuffer 
the  Difputes  with  Spain  to  be  mixed  in  any  Shape  whatfoever  with  the  Ne¬ 
gotiation  of  the  Peace  of  the  two  Crowns  •,  to  which  I  am  to  add,  that  it 
will  be  even  confidered  as  offenfive  to  the  Dignity  of  the  King,  and  not 
compatible  with  the  Good  Faith  of  the  Negotiation,  to  make  further  Mention 
of  fuch  an  Idea. 

Moreover,  it  is  not  underftood  that  France  has,  at  any  Time,  a  Right  to 
intermeddle  in  like  Difcufiions  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain. 

Such  juft  and  indifpenfible  Confiderations  have  determined  the  King  to 
order  me  to  fend  you  back  the  inclofed  Memorial  concerning  Spain ,  as  totally 
inadmiflible. 

I  alfo  fend  you  back,  Sir,  as  totally  inadmiftible,  the  Memorial  relating  to 
the  King  of  Prufia ,  as  affedting  the  Honour  of  Great  Britain ,  and  the  un- 
ftiaken  Fidelity  with  which  His  Majefty  will  fulfil  His  Engagements  with  His 

Allies. 

»  •  '  +  -  A 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be,  &V. 
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Exiraf  f  a  Litter  from  the  Earl  of  Brifto]  to  Mr  Secretary  I  v 
dated  Segovia,  A„g„ft3,,  ,TJ.  ’ 

I  of'  July  to  C''e  ^CJ:eiPt  *£  a  Copy  of  your  Letter  of  the  24th 

iented  by  that  Mini’fter  both  of^hm  p'^r  C°P'eS  °f  two  Memoria]s  pre¬ 
tally  inadmiffible.  b  Wh‘Ch  Performanc“  you  returned  back  as  to- 

,SkA Ihpafibd^n8confid'/'“hl  *•  7°™'  1  went  to 

-  I  have  had  four  other  Lnfcr^c.  £^^^00  the  Zt\  1 

ifvTas’tmnecefftrvf011  PreCifi°n  in  Pow-’  a"  tha‘  ^  pa£  between  us' 

for  ^ethhSot  of  V"? 

Copies  of  that  whole  TranLAin id  h  Marqms  Grimaldi  had  tranfmitted 
to  give  that  Mark  of  IT Eft  4  cTfiT  ^  7  ?ewing  a  K^adinefs 
IVall  told  me,  the  CatSck  ^  lawru' y^fiblfo/ "* 
Attention  towards  Spain,  and  wa°s  convinced  the  Diftancfof^W  ^  P" 

hence  occafioned  this  Court’s  not  receiving  the  earlitft  Tnf  E  gfnd  frcm 
what  was  in  Agitation.  ng  the  earlldt  Information  from  us  of 

deL^him'to^d^^rtnd'r00157  °f  the  Me,m°rial  relatinS  t0  Spain, 
Word  fuch  as  had  been  authorized ^^“henceT'on  refurnint  Tt  7°^ 
Excellency  fa  id  it  was  verbatim  what  had  been  fent  by  Order  of  rl  ArT’iM5 
King  to  V erf ailles  ;  whereupon  I  read  your  Letter  to  M  de  Rutk  777 
Memorial  was  returned  favimr  It  was  imwiri  1  f  M'  de  m  winch  the 
of  the  Impreffion  that’ 

-rs  £  rig 

and  fo  unhappily  fubfifted  between  the  Two  Crowns')  had  h£en  n  •/  ?  long 

culated  to  convince  my  Court,  the  only  Ann  of  dm  of Mad  id  7 

to  adjuft  our  Differences  concerning  the  Logwood  Coafts  $ 

With  relation  to  the  Idea  of  the  propofed  Guaranty  of  ^  *  T  ,  r 

know  of  M  Watt,  Wherefore  a  Powct  that  had  no  Sharf  twh,  W  t0 

to  be  invited  to  guarantee  the  future  Peace  >  An  1  j  h  W.ar  was 
into  the  Eneaeemenrs  fll,„  tucure  reace  f  And  I  entered  very  m  nute  y 

with  the  Cadfdi^c^King3^ wihen  Mcould 'nof^T^  “  T1  1°  our  °ilp^ 

to  find,  not  only  of  h«  W  Stand  1  th  r  r?  eXpreflmg  the  trueft  ReSret 

}  =>  standing  thofe  Engagements  were,  from  the 

Duke 
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ftrioufly  concwkd  during  fuch^°Space  of  T'°  perce!ve>  they  had  been  fo  indu- 
m  fo  infolent  a  Manner  by  our  Enemies  ‘me’a'?d  r°  find  them  now  produced 

bC  ,m,e_ntioned)  French  Minifiry  looked’  t0°  obvious  to 

tica!  Moment;  yeti  perfuaded  myfelf  the  nrocer  »  Penod  asL.the  moft  cri- 
Md  met  with  at  Home  would  clear  un  a?l  M  5  ^"°n  thls  Tranfaflion 

blaft  all  his  Expectations,  fince  he  could  ^  ?*■  ChoiM  Doubts,  and 

no  Menaces  of  a  Union  of'  Councils  nor  a  t ^mg  at  prefent  evinced, 
than  the  Reverfionary  Declaration  of  w  P  1  lreats  ‘ntimating  little  lefs 

not  far  off)  could  fhake  much  1  F  ^  ,hom  SPatn  and  France  (perhaps 

^'■Spanijh  Difputes  either  to  L  b  ended' with  °''  ^ 

the  Court  of  Verfatlles,  or  to  fuffer  7W,  h  P‘^ent  Negotiation  with 

our  Dilcufifons  with  his  Catholick  MaieftvUP°n  PY  °Ccafion  t0  meddle  in 
been  acquainted  in  the  moll  explicit  Tefms  Th  ™0te0V€r>  ,M-  M  had 
considered  as  offenfive  to  the  Kino’s  n;„  flaL  lC  would  hereafter  be 
made  of  fuch  Ideas:  This  I  informed  M  /Uz//  any  further  Mention  was 
that  had  been  held  to  the  French  Minifter  ar  T  the  e?erSlck  -Language 

were,  to  remonftrate  with  his  Excellency  on  Eon  on  ’  and  dlat  my  Orders 
Spam  in  conveying  at  furh  ,  °"  the  unprecedented  Conduct  of 

ftch  Terms,  hi,  S„"  “s  % “  *  O-A  J  2 

I  exp  relied  His  Majelly’s  Surmize  f  * f*  ? 1  was  COmmanded,  whilft 

make  known  the  King’s  Rem-et  to  find  fU,n  pard'of  a  Tranfa£tion,  equally  to 

a  Step ;  yet  His  eminent  Virtues  woSd  not'  °f  had  taken  fuch 

orthefe  Motives,  in  anvwzv  I °uld  not  permit  even  thefe  Confiderations 
to  the  Heady  Purpofe  ami  mff  r”  unalterable  Refolution  of  adhering 
obferved  towards  Un'f°rm  Conduft  His  Roya>  Wifdom  had  hither  « 

.  *  repeated]y  enforced  how  itrono-  mv  fimrKr.no , 

it  was  not  to  beexpefted  or  imagined  f  h  r  m  l  W  C?nV‘nCe  this  Courc 

or  any  Infihuations of  a  Combination  nfP  Intu?Tatf°ns  °f  a  hoftile  Prince, 

Spain  and  France,  would  in  the  lead  facilitated  the  h  n!°r.  °*'  ^nterePts  between 
irom  hence  in  relation  to  our  Differences  in  A  e.  Satisfodlion  which  was  alked 

mity  that  dictated  to  the  King  thefe  Sentiments”^ ‘P  •LP,Ut,tbe  Pame  Magnani- 
Equity.  the  following  Determination  wlfirh  ’  pi,lcnbed  alfo  to  His  Majefty’s 
invariably  held  by  my  Sovereign’s  Con  m  ndl^ot  H^R  “'i  fanSuaSe  1  had 
ever  and  alike  difpofed  to  come  to  anv  PPIPP  m  Roya  Intention>  being 

W*Wi^/rteaKl^wtka^Thi  °UV°n°a  1  b  ^  ^CC°mm°dado^ 

the  Spanijh  Grievances,  after,  dwehm'  uponThe  ^em0rial  Prefented  as 

of  the  Englijh  Courts  of  Judicature  1  nhr  ;  a^d  unjmpeached  Juftice 
who  thought  themlelves  aggrieved,’  if  the v  'dS*  ^  Tf  °f  the  Parti« 

Courfe  which  was  ever  open  for  them  m '  r  U°r  'L  v  Redrefs  in  that  due 

we°m  nklaStnh  th^  SSS^tUfS 

*  L“js  *•*  • 


[  8  ] 

mon  of  a  Caufe  about  which  the  Clients  only  clamoured,  without  feeking  to 
have  it  decided  in  the  proper  Forms  of  Law :  And  it  was  fuperfluous  to  add, 
how  many  Inftances  might  be  met  with  to  afcertain  this  Affertion;  therefore  the 
Firft  Article  might  be  looked  upon  only  in  order  to  fwell  the  Appearance  of 
Grievances  :  And  in  all  Lights,  the  French  Manifters  would  never  be  authorized 
by  us  to  take  Cognizance  of  what  was  folely  to  be  decided  by  Engli/h  Tribu¬ 
nals. 

As  to  the  Second  Article,  containing  the  Claim  fo  often  fet  up  by  the  Bifcayans 
and  Guipufcoans ,  to  fifh  at  Newfoundland ',  and  as  often  denied  by  England ,  I  had, 
in  the  cleared  Terms  I  could  make  ufe  of,  (hewed,  that  the  firft  Difcovery  of 
that  I  (land  was  made  at  the  Expencesand  by  the  Command  of  Henry  VII.  and 
I  had  likewife  demonftrated  the  uninterrupted  Poffeffion  of  it,  from  that  Time 
to  the  prefent  Date,  to  have  belonged  to  the  Engli/h,  from  their  being  conftantly 
fettled  there,  whilft  the  Spaniards  never  had  any  Eftablifhments  in  thofe  Parts; 
therefore  it  was  abfolutely  impoftible  for  Great  Britain  to  make  the  leaft 
Conceffion  in  fo  clear  a  Right,  and  it  was  hoped  Spain  would  no  longer  ex¬ 
pert,  as  the  Price  of  our  Union,  a  Sacrifice  which  could  never  be  granted  by 

the  Court  of  London .  ^  r  rr  j  T  ,  , 

Laftly,  concerning  the  Difputes  about  the  Coaft  of  Honduras ,  I  could  add 

nothin0-  to  the  repeated  Declarations  I  had  made  in  the  King  s  Name,  of  the 
Satisfaction  with  which  His  Majefty  would  receive  any  juft  Overture  from  Spain 
'"upon  Condition  that  France  was  not  to  be  the  Channel  of  that  Conveyance)  for 
teiTninating  amicably,  and  to  mutual  Satisfaction,  every-  reafonable  Complaint 
on  this  Matter,  by  propofing  fome  equitable  Regulation  for  lecuring  to  us  the 
Ion0-  enjoyed  Privilege  of  cutting  Logwood  (an  Indulgence  confirmed  by  Trea¬ 
ty  and  of  courfe  authorized  in  the  moft  facred  Manner)  nor  could  I  give 
ftronger  Affurances  than  the  paft,  of  His  Majefty \s  fteady  Purpofc  to  caufe  all 
Eftablifhments  on  the  Logwood  Coafts,  contrary  to  the  l  erntonal  Jurifdirtion 

of  Spain ,  to  be  removed.  .  ^  .  Trr  ..  ,  ,  ,  , 

After  havin°-  crone  through  thefe  feveral  Points,  General  JVall ,  as  he  had  done 

upon  a  former5 Occafion,  defired  me  to  put  into  Writing  the  principal  Heads  of 
niv  Difcourfe,  promifmg  me  to  mak'e  a  proper  Ufe  of  them  at  the  Defpachos,  for 
fils  incorreCt  Memory  rendered  fuch  Notes  abfolutely  necelfary  for  him.  I  rea¬ 
dily  complied  with  his  Excellency’s  Requeft,  as  I  was  certain  by  that  Method 
the  Catholick  Kirfg  would  be  exaCtly  informed  ot  what  I  meant  to  have  con¬ 
veyed  to  his  Knowledge.  The  inclofed  Paper  marked  A  is  the  Copy  of  what  I 

wrote  down  and  gave  to  the  Spani/h  Minifter.  . 

I  proceeded  b>  faying,  although  a  precipitated  Step  could  not  be  entirely  reco¬ 
vered,  yet  it  might  be  remedied  ;  for,  without  any  formal  RetraCtation,  the 
exprefting  fome  Concern  for  what  had  not  been  confidered  in  all  its  Conie- 
quences,  might  foften,  and  even  wipe  off,  any  Impreflions,  howeverA^nt^oi;r; 
able,  that  might,  nay,  muft  have  been  made  on  the  Mind  of  His  Majel  y  by 

this  Memorial  from  the  Court  of  France .  '  . 
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As  I  thought  I  perceived  a  Difpofition  in  M.  Wall,  in  fome  Meafure,  to 
difavow  the  Offenfivenefs  of  this  Step,  I  did  not  lofe  the  Opportunity  of  fuu- 
gefting  every  Pretext,  and  offering  to  his  Excellency  all  Kinds  of  Handles  to 
explain  away  what  had  fo  unavoidably  given  Difguft  in  England ;  and  I  endea¬ 
voured,  in  purfuance  of  what  you  fo  much  recommended  to  me,  to  adapt  mv- 

felf  to  thole  Circumftances  which  were  of  a  Nature  to  furnilh  this  Court  with 
the  befl  Retreat  imaginable. 

I  have  here  related,  without  Interruption,  what  has  been  alledged  by  me,  and 
ave  fet  down  all  the  Arguments  I  made  ule  of;  therefore  I  will  now  proceed 
to  give  an  Account  of  what  was  infilled  on  by  General  Wall,  in  fupport  of 

°r  advanced  by  his  Excellency  in  Contradiction  to  mine. 

I  he  Spamjh  Mmifler  began  by  acquainting  me,  that  M.  Grimaldi  had  con- 
veyed  to  him  all  that  had  paired,  either  in  Writing  or  in  Difcourfe,  between 
yourfelf,  Sir,  and  M.  de  Bujfy,  as  well  as  the  Language  Mr.  Stanley  had  held 
with  the  Duke  of  Choifeul  on  the  Memorial  relating  to  Spain.  His  Excellency 
told  me,  the  moll  Chrillian  King  having  early  intimated  his  Defire  here,  that 
his  Catholick  Majefly  lhould  guarantee  the  intended  Peace  between  the  Courts 
of  London  and  Verfailles ;  in  order  to  render  that  Peace  more  permanent,  the 
King  of  Spain  had  thought  proper  to  agree  to  that  Propofal’s  being  made  by 
trance  to  England ,  as  well  as  to  confent  to  France's  exprefs  Offer  of  endeavour- 
mg  to  accommodate  the  Difputes  fubfifling  between  England  and  Spain,  at  the 
lame  Time  fhe  was  trying  to  put  an  End  to  a  War  which  had  Med  fo  lone 
between  the  Britijh  and  French  Crowns  :  But  he  affirmed  to  me,  that  the  Inten- 

tl0n  r  6  C°Urt  °f  Madrid  in  agenting  to  that  Propofal,  was  totally  void  of 
any  Defign  to  retard  the  Peace,  and  abfolutely  free  from  the  leaf:  Intention  of 
giving  Offence  to  His  Majefty,  tho’  it  appeared  that  Step  had  been  produftive 
....“erent  ’  tiat>  as  to  England' s  declaring,  ffie  never  would  add  Fa¬ 

cilities  towards  accommodating  her  Differences  with  another  Sovereign  in 
connderation  of  any  Intimation  from  a  Power  at  War,  or  the  Threatemngs  of 
an  Enemy,  the  Catholick  King  could  not  but  applaud  thofe  Sentiments  in  His 
Majefty,  which  he  felt  fo  ftrongly  within  himfelf;  adding,  it  was  certain  the 
Court  of  London  was  at  Liberty  to  rejeft  any  Propofals  coming  from  the  French 
Miniftry,  yet  that  could  not  in  any  way  influence  the  King  of  Spain's  com 
mumcating  whatever  Meafures  he  thought  conducive  to  his  Interefts  ro  the 

m°MC^an  Krng;  liS  ?,atrh°IiCrk  MaJefty’s  Friend-  Ally,  and  near  Relation.  ' 
M.  Wall  purfued  his  Difcourfe,  by  acquainting  me  with  France's  bavin- 

fpontaneoufly  offered  to  the  Catholick  King,  (in  cafe  the  Difputes  of  Great  Britan- 
and  Spam  lhould,  at  any  Time  hereafter,  occafion  a  Rupture  between  our  Two 
Courts)  to  unite  her  Forces  with  thofe  of  Spain,  to  prevent  the  Englith  Encroach¬ 
ments  in  America  upon  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Territory  :  An  Offer  which  the 
Spanijh  Monarch  had  received  with  that  Cordiality  which  was  due  to  a  Friend 

who  was  determined  even  to  involve  herfelf  in  a  frelh  War,  in  order  to  defend 
Spain, 

B  General 
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General  Wall  then  afked  me.  Whether  it  was  pofiible  to  be  imagined  in 
England,  the  Catholick  King  was  feeking  to  provoke  us  *  efpecially  at  a  Time 
that  the  Court  of  London  was  in  the  mod  flourifhing  and  mod  exak-.-d  Situa¬ 
tion  it  had  ever  known,  occafioned  by  the  greated  Series  of  Profperities  that 
any  Tingle  Nation  had  ever  met  with?  And  he  allured  me,  the  Catholick  King, 
both  before  and  at  prefent,  edeemed  as  well  as  valued  the  frequent  Profef* 
dons  I  had  made,  by  Command  from  my  Court,  of  His  Majedy’s  Deiire 
to  adjud  our  mutual  Differences  amicably*,  but  he  perceived,  the  'Perms  on 
which  thofe  Difputes  were  fought  to  be  accommodated,  occafioned  the  Dif¬ 
ficulty.  The  Catholick  King,  he  faid,  did  not  think  England  would  look 
upon  the  French  Mi  aiders  as  a  Tribunal  to  which  the  Court  of  London  would 
make  an  Appeal,  nor  meant  it  as  fuch,  when  the  Fird  Article  of  Grievances 
Was  conveyed  through  that  Channel.  As  to  the  Second,  the  Claim  of  the 
Guipufcoans  and  Bifcayans  to  fidi  for  Bacallao  j  it  was  what  Spain  had  always 
infided  upon,  and  never  had  receded  from  by  any  Treaty.  And  Ladly,  con¬ 
cerning  England's  evacuating  all  the  ufurped  Settlements  on  the  Logwood 
Coads,  it  had  never  been  offered,  but  upon  fuch  Conditions  as  were  incon- 
fident  with  the  Dignity  of  the  Spanijh  Crown  to  accept  of  ,  fince  the  Court 
of  London  would  only  confent,  that,  previous  to  her  fending  Orders  to  thofe 
unjutt  Settlers  to  remove,  and  to  caufe  the  Fortifications  to  be  demolifhed,  the 
Catholick  King  fhould  be  compelled  to  make  known  to  the  Enghjh,  in  what 
Manner  the  Logwood  was  to  be  allured  to  the  King’s  Subjects,  notwith- 
danding  the  Spanijh  Monarch  had  repeatedly  given  his  Royal  Word,  a  Me¬ 
thod  fhould  be  found  out  for  that  Purpofe  i  and  that,  till  it  was  adjuded 
in  what  Manner  Great  Britain  fhould  enjoy  that  Privilege,  the  Englijh 
Cutters  of  Logwood  fhould  continue,  without  Interruption  or  Moledation 
of  any  Kind,  to  carry  on  their  Commerce  upon  the  Footing  they  at  pre¬ 
fent  exercife  it.  His  Catholick  Majedy  only  afking,  that,  for  his  own  Royal 
Decorum,  the  ufurped  Edablilliments  fhould  be  relinquifhed  by  the  Englijhy 
to  prove  that  good  Faith  we  picqued  ourfelves  upon,  and  to  convince  Spain y 
we  did  not  maintain  thofe  forcible  Poffedions,  as  Pledges,  which  fooner  or 
later  we  imagined  would  compel  the  Court  of  Madrid  to  grant  us  our  own 
Terms,  and  in  the  mean  Time  to  increale  (which  the  Britijh  Subjects  did 
daily)  the  Encroachments  upon  the  Coads  of  Honduras. 

This,  Sir,  to  the  bed  of  my  Recollection,  is  what  has  been  advanced  or 
replied  by  General  Wall  at  our  different  Interviews.  Yet,  for  greater  Accu¬ 
racy,  and  a  fuller  Explanation  of  the  Sentiments  of  his  Excellency,  I  defire 
Leave  to  refer  you  to  the  inclofed  Spanijh  Paper  marked  (B),  with  the  1  ranl- 
lation  didinguifhed  by  the  Letter  (C),  which  includes  the  Subdance  of  what 
the  Secretary  of  State  fird  fpoke  from,  then  read  to  me,  and  afterwards  gave 
into  my  Hands  ;  confenting  to  let  me  fend  it  to  England ,  not  as  a  Memorial, 
but  to  be  confide  red  in  the  fame  Light  with  that  Paper  which  I  had  agreed 
to  give  his  Excellency,  containing  lome  Notes,  to  enable  him  to  reprefent 
xo  his  Royal  Matter,  with  Candour,  what  I  had  been  ordered  to  lay  a  Strefs 

upon  i 


upon  ;  and  this  was  delivered  to  me  with  the  fame  View ;  a  Proof  whereof 

was,  that  there  was  no  Date  to  either  of  our  Writings,  no  Signature,  nor  any 
Title  prefixed.  1 

,  ‘  At  my  firft  Conference,  I  told  General  fVall  I  had  received  the  King’s  Com¬ 
mands  to  defire  his  Excellency  would,  in  the  prefent  Conjuncture,  give  me  a 
proper  Explanation  with  regard  to  the  Naval  Armaments  which  had  been  car- 
ried  on  in  the  various  Ports  pf  this  Country  ;  and  to  afk  for  an  explicit  Eclair- 
ciffement  with  relation  to  the  Deftination  of  the  Spanijh  Fleet;  as  well  as  to  in- 
torm  myfelf  particularly,  from  his  Excellency,  what  were  the  Difpofitions  of  the 
Cathohek  King  to  maintain  Friendlhip,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  Correfpondence 
with  His  Majefty;  alledging,  that  this  Meafure  was  judged  by  England  to  be 
the  more-  absolutely  neceflary  at  prefent,.  as  the  French  Emiflaries,  and  the  Par- 
p  ,ns  °*  our  Enemies,  were  attempting,  by  every  Method,  to  propagate  the 
Eelier  of  an  approaching  Rupture  with  Spain ,  in  Conjunction  with  France ; 
thereiore  the  King  thought  himfelf  ftrongly  called  upon,  from  the  indifpenfabie 
Motives  of  what  His  Majefty  owes  to  His  Crown,  and  to  His  People,  to  expeCt 
to  have  a  categorical  Anfwer  to  the  Queftions  I  had  put,  by  His  Royal  Com¬ 
mand.  The  laft  Time  I  faw  M.  Wall,  which  was  the  Fifth  Meeting  we  had 
together,  I  renewed  thofe  Queftions,  and  then  received  exaCtly  the  fame  Anfwer 
which  had  been  given  me  the  firft  Time ;  That  Spain  was  furprized  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  fhould  take  Umbrage  at  any  Naval  Preparations,  fhe  was,  or  had  been 
making  fmce  the  Acceftion  of  his  prefent  Catholick  Majefty;  for,  including  both 
the  Ships  of  the  Line,  as  well  as  the  Frigates,  the  whole  Number  did  not 
exceed  in  all  that  of  Twenty.;  which  M.  Wall  affured  me  were,  by  feveral, 
fewer  than  thofe  which  had  been  equipped  during  the  Reign  of  the  late  Kino- 
Ferdinand.  His  Excellency  told  me,  that,  with  regard  to  their  Deftination,  fome 
were  frequently  going  backwards  and  forwards  between  this  Kingdom  and  Naples ; 
others  were  intended  to  convoy  the  homeward,  or  outward-bound  Flotas,  Aflogues, 
or  Regift ei  Ships  ;  and  the  remaining  ones  were  to  ferve  as  a  Check  upon  the 
Barbary  Corfairs,  and  to  defend  their  Coafts,  or  fmaller  VefTels,  from  Infults  : 
And  in  relation  to  the  Third  Queftion,  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Dilpofition  and 
Profeflions  had  invariably  been  the  fame,  and  were  ever  meant  to  cement  and 
cultivate  the  Friendfhip  fo  happily  fubfifting  between  our  Two  Courts. 

I  hope,  Sir,  it  will  be  found  I  have  minutely  obeved  every  Command  I 
have  been  honoured  with  from  His  Majefty.  I  am  but  too  confcious  of  the 
unreafonable,  and  (I  apprehend)  tirefome  Length  of  this  Difpatch,  which,  on 
account  of  my  frequent  Interviews  with  the  Spanijh  Minifter,  and  from  my  un- 
feigned  Zeal  for  the  Service  of  my  Gracious  Royal  Mafter,  has  infenfibly  led 
me  on  to  be  as  particular  as  it  was  poffible  on  fo  interefting  a  Subjeft,  and  in  fo 
critical  a  Conjuncture.  I  with  this  Narration  had  proved  a  more  fatisfacftory 
one ;  yet,  when  the  Stile  of  General  Wall' s  inclofed  Paper  is  compared  with  that 
which  was  given  to  me  laft  January,  I  hope  it  will  appear  there  is  lefs  Peevifh- 
nefs  at  prefent  here,  than  what  was  fo  ftrongly  exhibited  fome  Months  ago. 

*1  he  ftrong  Avowal  of  a  molt  intimate  Cordiality  between  Spain  and  France , 

B  2  contained 
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contained  in  this  lad  Production  of  the  Spanijh  Secretary  of  State’s,  has  hurt 
me.  I  could  not  avoid  acquainting  his  Excellency,  .that  it  feemed  calculated 
rather  to  ferve  as  an  Apology  for  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Verfailles ,  and 

to  be  a  Juftihcation  of  the  Condudt  of  the  French  Minifters,  than  for  any  other 
Purpofe.  ,  , 

I  am, 

BRISTOL 


'Tr (inflation  of  a  Paper  marked  A,  inclofed  in  the  Earl  of  BriftolV  Letter 

of  Aug.  31,  1761. 


I. 


MON S.  de  BuJ/y  having  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt  a  Memorial  on  the  Part 
of  his  Court,  concerning  the  Difcuflions  of  Great  Britain  with  Spain ; 
the  King  my  Matter  ordered  his  Secretary  of  State  to  fend  back  the  laid 
Memorial,  as  totally  inadmittible. 

T  -  ^ 

It  has  been  told  him,  that  France  has  not  had,  at  any  Time,  a  Right  to  meddle 
in  our  Difputes  with  the  Court  of  Madrid. 


III. 


Further,  that  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  offenfive  to  the  King’s  Dignity, 
and  incompatible  with  the  good  Faith  of  the  Negotiation,  that  further  Mention 
Ihould  be  made  of  the  Differences  of  our  Courts. 


IV. 

Orders  to  make  Remonftrances  on  the  ConduCl  of  Spain ,  who,  whiltt  fhe 
lived  in  good  Correfpondence  with  England ,  and  has  always  declared  that  Her 
Intention  was,  to  put  an  End  to  our  long  Difputes  by  fome  amicable  Arrange¬ 
ment,  makes  ufe  of  fuch  a  Voice  as  that  of  an  Enemy  to  convey  her  Grievances 
to  us. 


V. 

Although  the  King  will  never  hearken  to  any  Thing  on  account  of  an 
Intimation  from  a  Power  at  War,  threatening  an  Union  of  Counfels,  and  hinting 
a  future  War,  (perhaps  not  diftant  on  the  Part  of  Spain  and  France j;  notwith- 
ftanding  that.  His  Majefly,  from  an  uniform  Condud,  and  conftantly  inclined 
to  give  every  Satisfaction  to  his  Catholick  Majetty,  continues  ready  amicably  to 

terminate  every  Thing  which  can  occafion  the  leatt  Coolnels  between  the  Two 
Kingdoms. 

VI. 

With  regard  to  the  Three  Articles  recited  in  the  Memorial  as  Grievances 
ef  Spain  ;  1  am  ordered  to  fay,  Firtt,  That  the  Courts  of  Juftice,  ettablifhed 

in 
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in  England,  to  decide  Caufes  relative  to  the  Reftifution  of  Prizes  made  on  the 
Spamards,  or  thought  to  be  in  violation  of  the  Catholick  King’s  Territorv 

MinifefThe  1ft  cf°ff  wh°brinS  their  Complaints  thither  f  and  that  the 
nuteis  of  the  mod  Chriftian  King  are  not  acknowledged  in  England  a  Tri- 

bunal,  before  which  England  will  confent  that  an  Appeal  be  brought.  T 

havfiig°been  proved  V"  BrafiG»V'ryjF  the  Eland  of  Newfoundland, 

"  the  uninterrupted  Poffeflion  of  that  Iikmd,  by  the  Settkl 

mentsof  the  Subjedls :of  England  ever  fince  the  faid  Epoch  to  this  Hour  has 
alfo  been  demonftated :  Further,  Spain  having  never  made  any  Settiemen 

atTnv  T'd  P-ete^de<?  Right  of  the  Tyners,  and  Guipufcoans  not  beincr 

'  this  IrJ  r  thf,K'rngT  neVer  COnftnt  t0  the  Conceffion  on 

rf-  c  ’  d  ,flattep  bimfelf  that  Spain  will  never  expeft,  as  the  Price  of 

PantfGrtt  Tv  “  h-  f°r  bJ  the  Two  Nations^  a  Sacrifice  on  the 

rart  of  Great  Britain ,  which  can  never  be  agreed  to  in  any  Shape 

VIIL  7  h  ' 

On  the  Subjed  of  Logwood,  which  makes  the  Third  Obied  His 
Majefty  is  conftant  in  H,s  Intentions  to  caufe  all  the  Settlements,  contrary  to 
theTerr,.omlJunfd,a,o„  of  the  Catholick  King  in America,  to  be  evacuated 

• 'I “i1  .Pleafure  an7  Juft  Overture  on  the  Part  of  the  Court 
of  Madrid,  (provided  thac  it  does  not  pafs  through  the  Channel  of  the  French 

millers)  for  accommodating  our  Differences,  and  for  putting  an  End  to 

5  fo”e  M'““ fot  g,an“ns  »»- 

Tranjlation  of  a  Paper  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol  by  General  Wall 
at  St.  Ildefonfo,  Aug.  28,  1761.  Marked  (C). 

THE  Memorial  which  M.  de  Buffy  prefented  to  Mr.  Pitt  by  Order  of 
his  Court,  fetting  forth  theDefire  the  moll  Chriftian  King  had  to  termi¬ 
nate  his  Peace  with  England,  under  the  Guaranty  of  the  Catholick  Kins  Tnd 
that  at  the  fame  Time,  the  Difputes  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  London 
might  in  fome  Shape  be  accommodated,  is  a  Step,  which  his  Catholick  Majefty 
will  not  deny  has  been  taken  with  his  full  Confent,  Approbation,  and  Pleafure- 
However,  he  will  affirm  and  does  affirm  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  ti 
the  whoie  Wor.d,  that  his  Intention  in  confenting  thereto,  as  well  as  in  iDDrov 
ing  of  it,  was  not  to  offend  the  Dignity  of  that  Crown,  or  retard  its.  Peace  •  on  the 
contrary,  to  confolidate  it,  and,  in  all  human  Poffibility,  to  perpetuate  it  It  m  iv 
have  been  produfhve  of  contrary  Effidls  :  For,  as  moft  Actions  bear  differed 

P  S  71  !n  b°nd0n  the  fame  that  was  put  upon  it 

Ki  ™tfdrdPprT’  and  bodl  Courts  haye  been  concerned  at  difpleafing  the 
King  of  Great  Bntmn,  and  indifpofing  Him  from  continuing  the  Negotiations 

of 
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of  a  Peace  with  France ,  and  of  regulating  His  Differences  with  Spain,  jointly 
or  feparately,  it  is  equal  to  both  Monarchs,  fince  they  have  only  Good  in  view; 
tho’  they  will  never  give  up  to  England  a  Right,  which,  without  Example,  it 
pretends  to  affume,  of  hindering  the  one  from  interfering  in  the  Affairs  of 
the  other,  for  their  mutual  Affiftance,  as  their  Union,  Friendfhip,  and  Re- 
lationfhip  require. 

Thus  the  End  being  explained,  which  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Paris  pro- 
poled  by  the  Delivery  of  the  Memorial,  the  Original  Motive  will  now  be  ex¬ 
plained  with  the  fame  Sincerity. 

There  is  the  greateft  Harmony  between  the  Two  Courts  :  And  who,  in  this 
Age,  can  be  furprifed  there  fhould  be  that  Harmony  between  the  Kings  of 
Spam  and  Prance  ?  His  rnoft  Chriftian  Majefty  has  communicated  to  his  Ca¬ 
tholick  Majefty,  in  confequence,  all  the  Steps  taken  to  bring  about  a  Peace 
from  the  very  Beginning  of  the  War.  His  Catholick  Majefty  has  acquainted 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  as  often  as  there  has  been  Occaffon,  with  his  Af¬ 
fairs  at  the  Court  of  London. 

His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  refolved  to  purchafe  Peace  at  the  dear  Price  of 
the  Propofals  contained  in  the  Plan  delivered  by  the  Duke  of  Choifeul  to  Mr. 
Stanley  ;  and  One  of  the  Motives  which  induced  him  to  fo  great  a  Sacrifice 
was,  in  order  to  fecure,  for  many  Years,  the  Peace  of  his  Kingdoms,  by  fatif* 
fying  at  once  the  Views  of  the  EngUfh.  And  he  fignified,  at  the  fame  Time,  to 
his  Catholick  Majefty,  his  Defire  of  cutting  fhort  thofe  Beginnings  of  Dif- 
agreement  between  him  and  His  Britifh  Majefty,  on  account  of  his  Grievances 
with  the  Court  of  London ,  with  this  kind  Expreffion,  That,  if  a  Rupture 
enfued  between  England  and  Spain ,  France  will  have  mifcarried  in  the  above 
Objedt  of  her  prefent  Sacrifices,  as  fhe  will  be  necefiitated  to  affift  in  defending 
Spain ,  and  involve  herfelf  in  a  new  War.  Was  the  Catholick  King  to  defpife 
fo  generous  an  Overture  ?  It  was  not  to  be  expedted.  Ought  England  to  be 
furprifed  at  it  ?  As  little.  It  being  grounded  upon  this,  that  if  England  faw  that 
France  attacked  the  Dominions  of  Spain ,  particularly  in  America ,  fhe  would 
run  immediately  to  her  Defence,  for  her  own  Conveniency,  as  well  as  becaufefhe 
had,  equally  with  France ,  guarantied  them.  Well,  what  was  to  be  done  ?  faid  the 
Two  Courts,  They  agreed,  that  France  fhould  declare  to  England ,  That,  as  fhe 
was  coming  to  a  Compofition  with  her,  Ihe  defired  that  nothing  might  remain* 
not  even  a  Miftruft,  of  returning  to  a  frefh  War;  and  that  fhe  fhould  exhort 
England  to  terminate  her  Difputes  with  Spain  to  their  mutual  Satisfaction,  which 
alone  occafioned  any  Doubt. 

Both  Courts  thought  that  France  could  not  take  a  Step  that  fhewed  better 
Faith  towards  England ,  and  there  is  no  Doubt  but  fo  it  appears  ;  without 
examining  why  or  wherefore  it  is  thought  otherwife  at  London ,  or  in  what 
it  offends  the  Dignity  of  the  Brttijh  Monarch.  What  proceeding  more  noble 
can  an  Enemy  hold  with  another,  than  France  does  to  England ,  in  laying. 
To  conclude  a  Peace  with  England ,  I  yield  up  this  and  that;  however,  at 
the  fame  Time  I  am  refolved  to  make  this  Sacrifice,  I  cannot  but  fay,  I  wifh  to 

fecure 


fecure  a  Peace  for  many  Years,  and  therefore  fhould  be  clad  that  England 

wot)  fettle  with  Spain  their  Subjects  of  Difagreement  together  becaufe  other 
wiie  they  may  again  entangle  me  in  a  frefh  War.  ^  other- 

Yet  England  finds  Reafon  for  remonftratino-  aeainft  the  ^  c*  • 

hereupon-,  expreffing,  that,  at  a  Time  fire  is  livi^lnTood  ^ ^ 

a? »  ft*  <r  Mm, «  ™“8 

m  hAnfWer’  c°“d  ^  France 

mould  take  this  Step,  in  as  much  as  it  appeared  not  only  inoffenfive  but  on  the 

contrary,  to  come  more  from  an  honeft  and  fincere  Friend  than  an  En»mv  and 

diuicf he”  T  i  me  fo°m  fft'"8  “f'p  “i  She  WOuJd  not  ha^e  ^  » 

cnuie  lxi  lime  foill  if  Views  of  Prudence  and  Moderation  had  not  contained 

her  and  above  all,  the  never- loft  Hopes  of  finding  Juftice  in  the  Briti/h  Court. 

a  ftXf  '7  h  r  >  nM  SpV  ah'ead^  §iven>  of  her  aiming  to  obtain 
Rediels  of  her  Grievances,  without  pretending  it  otherwise  ^  chan  in  a 

riendiy  Manner.  Six  Years. ago,  the  Spanifh  Governors  beino-  ordered  to 

oppoie  the  Imrufion  of  Foreigners  upon  the  American  Coafts,  an  Expedition 

was  made  to  a, (lodge  th t  EngBJh  from  fome  new  Eftablifhments  }  and  the  Court 

ot  London  having  reclaimed  againft  an  offenfive  Method,  which  happened  exaftly 

at  theH  ime  fhe  was  coming  to  a  Rupture  with  France,  from  whence  it  migH 

have  been  inferred  that  Spam,  in  feizing  that  Conjufture,  fought  to  ftreighln 

(trhe"  lf  Powerful,  and  not  fo  Cure  of  her  happy  Succeffes  as  at  pre- 
fen^)  the  Catholick  King  commanded,  in  order  to  take  away  all  kind  of  Mif- 
truft  from  England,  that  thofe  Orders  Ihould  be  fuperfeded  ;  and  even  to  reftore 

lReV-A  whai.evej  Effe.as  might  have  been  taken  from  them  ;  and  His 

Bnujh  Majefty  offered  to  fettle  thefe  Points  in  a  friendly  Manner.  During 
thefe  fame  Six  Years,  we  have  not  difoontmued  to  foheit,  without  advancing 

®ne2Pa.y  m°re  tnan  the  other  :  And  during  that  Time  (who  would  believe  itO 
the  have- increaled  their  incroached  Eftablifhments  upon  that  Coaft.  ° 

The  King  of  Spam  will  fay  as  the  King  of  England  does,  That  he  will  do 
nothing  on  account  ot  the  Intimation  of  a  hoftile  Power,  who  threatens  an 
Union  of  Councils,  and  gives  to  underftand  a  future  War;  for  the  Catholick 
King  approves  of  and  efteems,  in  other  Monarchs,  thofe  Sentiments  of  Ho¬ 
nour  he  feels  himfelf;  and  if  he  had  thought  that  the  Delivery  of  the  Memorial 
had  been  conftrued  as  an  Intimation,  and  a  Threat,  he  would  never  have  confented 
•to  it.  Why  has  not  England  made  the  Trial  of  concluding  her  Peace  with  Frlme 
without  the  Guaranty  or  Intervention  of  Spain,  and  adjuft  her  Differences  with 
Spam  without  the  Knowledge  of  France?  and  Ihe  would  have  experienced 
their  Union  was  not  an  Obftrudion,  but  only  tended  and  tends  to  live  in 
.Tranqiuhty  and  (hake  off  all  Danger  with  regard  to  its  Permanency. 

ith  lupedt  to  wnat  concerns  Spain ,  it  is  now  repeated,  as  it  has  been  Jo  many 
rimes  before,  I  hat  as  the  K,ng  of  Great  Britain,  notwithftandmg  the  Delivery 
of  the  fa  id  Memorial  was  inclined  to  fatisfy  the  Catholick  King,  and  was  ready  to 
terminate,  in  a  friendly  Manner,  whatever  might  occafion  a  Coolnels  between  the 

^  Two 
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Two  Kingdoms  •,  his  Catholick  Majefty  efteems  and  correfponds  mod  affuredly 
with  fuch  good  Purpofes.  The  Difficulty  confids  in  the  Terms.  Three  Articles 
of  Grievances  were  dated,  in  the  Memorial,  by  the  Court  of  Madrid  againd 
that  of  London  \  ^  which  has  been  anfwered,  but  not  with  more  Compliance 
than.any  of  the  former  Offices,  full  of  Conviction,  from  the  Spanijh  Ambaffa- 
dor  in  England ,  have  been  anfwered. 

With  regard  to  the  Claim  of  the  Injuries  againd  the  Neutrality  in  this  War, 
which  is  one,  and  about  which  there  is  no  material  Stumbling-block  ;  after 
other  I  hings,  it  is  faid,  That  England  can  never  look  upon  the  Miniders  of 
the  mod  Chridian  King  as  a  Tribunal  to  which  it  will  confent  to  carry  an  Ap¬ 
peal  *,  and  it  cannot  be  imagined  to  what  Purpofe.  Who  ever  thought  of  fuch 
an  Irregularity  ?  Concerning  the  Liberty  of  the  Bifcayners  and  Guipufcoans  to  fiffi 
for  Bacallao,  an  abfolute  Negative  is  given  to  that  Right,  though  it  is  fo  well 
proved  :  And  with  refpeCt  to  evacuating  the  Edablifhments,  it  is  only  offered 
upon  Terms  inadmiffible  with  the  Catholick  King’s  Decorum,  That  before  doing 
it,  he  fhould  affure  to  the  Englijh  the  Logwood.  Hard  Proceeding  certainly^ 
for  one  to  confefs,  that  he  is  gone  into  the  Houfe  of  another  to  take  away  his 
Jewels  and  to  fay,  “  I  will  go  out  again,  but  fird  you  ffiall  engage  to  give 

me  what  I  went  to  take.”  And  dill  harder,  when  fet  in  Oppofition  with 
the  Bacallao  ;  for  the  Spaniards  want  that  for  their  Food,  as  the  Englijh  want 
the  Logwood  for  their  Fabricks  :  Yet  the  Englijh  would  by  Force  take  away 
the  Logwood,  and  hinder  by  Force  the  Spaniards  from  taking  away  the  Ba¬ 
callao.  One  would  think  that  the  Englijh  themfelves  ought  with  Reludance 
to  produce  fuch  a  Pretendon, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Segovia,  Sept.  14,  1761.  Received  Oft.  5. 


SIR, 


GEneral  Wall  has  acquainted  me  that  M.  Manjo ,  Governor  at  Sanroque , 
had,  in  confequence  of  the  Orders  tranfmitted  to  him,  been  at  Fariffa , 
where  (after  examining  into  the  Conduct  of  the  Inhabitants  at  that  Place,  and 
reproving  thofe  who  connived  at  the  Proceedings  which  occafioned  fuch  re¬ 
peated  Complaints  from  me,  concerning  the  illegal  Protection  granted  to  the 
French  Row  Boats  under  the  Cannon  of  that  Port)  he  had  taken  fuch  Meafures, 
as  would  put  an  effectual  Stop  to  any  farther  Remondrances  on  that  SubjeCt. 

The  Spanijh  Minider  like  wife  informed  me  of  his  having  heard,  that  feveral 
additional  Works  were  going  forward  in  order  to  drengthen  the  Fortifications 
at  Gibraltar  \  which  he  faid  would  naturally  confirm  the  Report,  too  univerlally 
ipread,  of  an  approaching  Rupture  between  our  Courts.  His  Excellency  asked 
me,  Whether  Great  Britain  could  ferioufly  entertain  any  Apprehenfions  of  fuch 
an  Event  ?  and,  without  giving  me  Time  to  anfwer,  added,  that  the  Catholick 

King 
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* eood  c”refp“*"“ 

After  fo  explicit  a  Declaration  of"  the  Sentiments  of  c* niw  r\n  «-u* 
ri<il  Pnm-  t  5  1  _  .  .  ,  L11C  sentiments  01  op  am  on  this  very  mate- 

p  ’  ^  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  remove,  as  far  as  it  lav  in  mv 

Power,  all  the  Jealoufes  and  Sufpicions  which  I  found  had  arifen  from  any 

Woikmen  being  employed  at  Gibraltar.  I  therefore  affured  M  Wall  of  mv 

having  no  kind  of  Reafon  to  imagine  any  Orders  had  been  Sued  fr Sj 

o  increafe  the  Works  of  that  Fortrefs  ,  for  I  had  conftantly  been  told  S 

away  te'SSSv^’  f  ^  W°uId  not  be  fquandS 

w  y  mere  unnecellarily  ;  yet,  as  fome  of  the  ancient  Forts  might  want  re 

pairing,  and  as  each  new  Governor  would  naturally  exhibit  his  Attention  and 

Diligence  in  the  Care  of  fo  important  a  Truft,  General  Parjlow  might  probably 

SeeinteCrf°rC  F  “1?  ^  tl‘at, PurPofe>  which  was  a  fufficienf Ground  for 
the  Intelligence  his  Excellency  had  received,  as  all  Reports  from  diftant  Pro- 

inces  were  very  much  magnified  before  they  reached  the  Capital. 


.1  am, 


BRISTOL. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Segovia,  Sept.  21,  1761.  Received  061.  16. 
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A  Meffenger  arrived  at  St.  Ildephonfo  laft  Week,  with  the  News  of  the  fafe 

Amvai  of  the  Flota  in  the  Bay  of  Cadiz, ,  but  the  Particulars  of  the 
^argo  on  Board  are  not  yet  exaClly  known. 

I  have  been  affured  that  this  Court  is  difappointed,  fince  there  is  little  above 
330,000  , I brought  from  America  upon  the  Catholick  King’s  Account  •  which 

StVrfZ™*  1Z  ,S  the  of  the  Royal  Revenuf  for  Two  Years  in 

the  Weft  Indies,  is  not  confiderable,  and  Ihews  the  great  Mifmanao-ement  that 

reigns  amongft  the  Affeffors  and  Collectors  in  thofe  Parts.  The  viceroys  and 
Governors  endeavour  to  difculpate  themfelves,  by  fending  heavy  Comp  aints 
agamft  their  inferior  Officers ;  and  theft  retort  the  Accufations,  by  alle& 
that  thofe  who  are  fet  over  them  to  prevent  all  illegal  Practices,  a  re  the  firft  and 
pnnepa1  People  who  defraud  the  King  of  Spain  of  his  Due,  by  encouraSg  the 
contraband  Trade  upon  the  Coafts,  and  conniving  at  the  Introduffion  of  all 
Kind  of  Goods,  for  which  they,  the  Chiefs,  receive  large  Prefents  •  bv  thefe 
Means  the  Markets  and  Fairs  are  glutted  with  every  Kind  of  Commodity  from 

6inftl7enenfuh  no  V3  ^  Old  Spain;  fo  that,  from  the  Magazine 
being  then  lull,  no  \ent  can  be  found  for  the  new  Merchandize  but  uoon  verv 

difadvantageous  Terms,  which  theFaftors  are  compelled  to  fubmit  to,  rather 

C  -  than 
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than  to  return  hither  with  the  fame  Goods  they  carried  out.  As  his  Catho- 
lick  Majefty  feems  to  have  the  Profperity  of  his  extenfive  Dominions  fo  much 
at  Heart,  and  is  confcious  how  highly  requifite  it  is,  for  the  Welfare  of  his 
Subjects  in  the  different  Parts  of  the  World,  to  put  his  Affairs  upon  an  entire- 
new  Regulation  ;  his  Miniflers  do  not  fail  fuggefting  often  to  him,  the  Im- 
practicability  oi  letting  about  to  alter  the  old  defective  Syftem  of  Government 
that  has  lo  long  prevailed,  if  the  Court  of  Madrid  fhould  embroil  itfelf  in 
the  prefent  Troubles  of  Europey  by  taking  a  Part  in  the  War  againft  Great 
Britain . 

I  am,  iAc. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Segovia,  Sept.  28,  1761.  Received  Oft.  20. 

SIR , 

DON  Jay  me  Major  es,  late  Ambafiador  from  this  Court  to  that  of  Verjaillesy 
having  obtained  Leave  to  refign  his  Employment  of  DireCtor  General 
of  the  Artillery,  has  been  appointed  by  the  Catholick  King  One  of  the  Coun- 
fellors  of  State. 

M  .Wall  has  acquainted  me,  that,  by  the  frefheft  Intelligence  he  has  been 
able  to  procure  from  America ,  he  has  been  told,  the  Englifh  Settlers  upon  the 
Logwood  Coaft  had  chiefly  been  fortifying  themfelves  at  Rio  Lintoy  where 
they  had  caff  up  conflderable  Intrenchments,  and  had  placed  feveral  Pieces  of 
Cannon  upon  the  Ramparts.  His  Excellency  added,  as  that  Eflablifhment,  to¬ 
gether  with  thole  near  the  River  Wallis  and  the  Laguna  Azulr  were  indifputably 
#  of  a  very  recent  Date,  he  did  not  conceive  what  Difficulty  Great  Britain  could 
alledge  for  avoiding  to  evacuate  fuch  avowed  Ufurpations,  if  the  Court  of 
London  was  really  fincere  in  the  Profeflions  which  had  been  fo  repeatedly  made 
to  Spain  y  of  its  Intention  to  caufe  all  Settlements,  contrary  to  the  territorial  ju- 
rii'diClion  of  his  Catholick  Majefly,  to  be  abandoned.  General  Wall  has  ear- 
neftly  deflred  my  giving  the  ffrongeff  Affurances  at  Home,  that,  if  Orders 
were  fent  for  recalling  thofe  Britijh  Subjects,  who  are  now  at  Rio  Linto ,  and 
direCling  them  to  withdraw  their  Cannon  from  that  Place,  the  King  of  Spain 
promifed,.  in  the  ampleft  Manner,  that  no  kind  of  Difturbance  fhould.  be 
given  to  any  of  the  Logwood  Cutters  in  whatfoever  Parts  they  were,  either  on 
the  Coafts  of  Campeachy  or  of  Honduras  >  but  that  they  fhould  be  permitted  to 
carry  on  their  Trade  u  nmol  cited,  until  an  Agreement  could  be  made,  and  a  Con¬ 
vention  fettled,  between  their  Britannick  and  Catholick  Majefties,  for  the  final 
Adj uitmen t  of  this  long  depending  Bufinefs,  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  our 
3  Twa 
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1  wo  Sovereigns.  General  Wall  has  ever  a&ed  in  too  ingenuous  a  Manner  for 

“ S' “!rf  £? if* ” h“ c-« >  «d «E=“g““,„«s z 

made  me,  on  this  Occafion,  to  endeavour  to  reprefent  the  Equity  as  well  as  the 
Expediency  of  fuch  Orders  being  tranfmitted  with  regard  to  Rio  Unto  leave 
me  no  Room  to  doubt,  that  this  Court  only  wilhes  for  fuch  a  Step  ei'ther  to 
treat,  upon  that  apparent  Equality  of  its  Differences  with  England;  or  to  put  a 
.-top  to  the  repeated  Intimations  conveyed  from  Vet-failles,  That  it  would  be 
unbecoming  the  Dignity  of  the  King  of  Spain  to  enter  into  a^y  Negodadon  wich 
another  Power,  who  avowedly  withheld  from  his  Catholick  Majefty  feveral  illegal 
Settlements  m  his  Territories ,  although  the  French  Minifters,  in  order  to  ren¬ 
der  an  Accommodation  between  England  and  Spain  utterly  impracticable  re- 
commend  to  this  Court  the  Neceffity  of  infilling,  that  every  Englijhman  what- 
ever  fiiould  withdraw  from  each  Part  of  the  Logwood  Coafts;  before  any  Over- 

faidS  tW  Regulation  of  our  Commerce  with  Spain ;  yet  M.  Wall 

-  laid,  that  the  Catholick  King  could  not  give  a  Itronger  Proof  of  his  Defire 

fincerely  to  put  an  End  to  our  Difputes,  by  feme  amicable  Regulation,  than 
exaftmg  only  the  Relinquilhing  that  Eftablilhment  on  Rio  Tinted  which,  while 
it  filenced  the  C  amours  of  our  Enemies,  would  alfo  facilitate  this  Court’s 
coming  to  a  fpeedy  Adjuftment  with  England-,  for  all  that  was  requefted  from 
us  was,  to  make  known  to  the  World  our  own  good  Faith,  at  the  fame  Time 
that  it  would  ferve  as  a  Salvo  to  the  Spaniards  Pmdonor  for  entering  into  a 
Negotiation,  after  having  fo  often  infilled  on  the  Evacuation  of  the  Catholick 
King  s  Dominions  in  the  Weft  Mies. 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Segovia,  October  5,  1761.  Received  October  the  2~th. 

SIR, 

I  Received,  by  the  laft  Poll,  the  Honour  of  your  Difpatch  of  the  nth  naff 

acquainting  me,  that  His  Majefty’s  Marriage  with  the  Princefs  Charlotte  of 

:klenbourz  btrelitz ,  was  haDnilv  rpfphmfprl  th*  , 

on  which 

the  great 

within  myfelf.  “  ' . ~~J . ^  1  ‘‘°W  eXPeHence 

As  you  tranfmitted  to  me  the  King’s  Letters  of  Notification,  on  this  Occa- 
ion,  to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and  to  the  Queen  Dowager  of  Spain,  I  went 
Yefterday  to  St.  Ildephonfo,  and  prefented  His  Majefty’s  Letter,  in  the  accuftomed 
anner,  to  the  Catholick  King  j  who  enjoined  me  very  particularly,  to  allure  His 

C  2  Majefty 
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Majefty  of  the  fincere  Share  he  fhould  ever  take  in  all  Events  that  contributed 
to  the  King’s  Plappinefs.  To-morrow  I  intend  returning  to  the  Palace,  in  order 
to  deliver  to  the  Queen  Dowager  the  Letter  addrefted  to  her  Majefty,  as  I  have 
already  acquainted  the  Camarera  Mayor  with  my  having  been  honoured  with 
the  King’s  Commands  for  that  Purpofe.  M.  Wall  has  informed  me,  that  the 
Hopes  of  Peace  now  feem  more  remote  than  ever,  as  M.  Stanley  and  M.  Bujjy 
were  fhortly  to  return  to  their  refpeCtive  Courts.  His  Excellency  exprefied  a 
thorough  Concern  at  the  breaking  oft'  thefe  Conferences  •,  and  faid,  it  was  the 
Opinion  in  Spain ,  the  French  Minifters  had  gone  as  great  Lengths  in  Conceftions 
as  could  be  expelled,  confidering  the  Engagements  of  France  with  her  Allies. 
That  if  Great  Britain  was  fo  laudably  ftrenuous  for  the  Support  of  the  King  of 
Prujfia,  it  was  equally  reafonable  to  imagine,  the  Court  of  France  would  never 
confent  to  defert  the  Emprefs  Queen  •,  and  the  being  allowed  only  to  fuccour  her 
Imperial  Majefty  with  24,000  Men,  while  England  referved  to  itfelf  the  Power 
of  aftifting  his  FruJJian  Majefty  efficaeioufty,  was  almoft  equivalent  to  abandon¬ 
ing  the  Houfe  of  Auftria . 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL. 

Copy  of  a  mofl  fecret  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  to  the  Earl  of 

Briftol,  dated  Odlober  28,  1761. 

My  LORD , 

IN  opening  my  Correfpondence  with  your  Excellency,  it  gives  me  great 
Pleafure  to  be  able  to  inform  you,  that  your  Letter  of  the  Fourteenth  paft, 
wherein  you  mention,  “That  M.  Wall  has  acquainted  you  that  the  Catholick 
“  King  had,  at  no  d  ime,  been  more  Intent  on  cultivating  a  good  Correfpon- 
“dence  with  His  Majefty,  than  at  prefent”,  having  been  laid  before  the 
King,  His  Majefty  received,  with  particular  Satisfaction,  fuch  an  authentick 
Declaration  of  the  good  Intentions  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  i  and  the  King 
highly  approves  of  the  Afifurances  your  Excellency  gave,  in  return,  to  the 
Spanijh  Minifter,  with  regard  to  additional  Works  at  Gibraltar;  And  it  is 
with  great  Pleafure  I  can  afture  your  Excellency,  that  having  made  proper 
Enquiry  into  that  Matter,  I  find  no  Orders  whatloever  have  been  ifllied  with 
regard  to  thole  Fortifications  •,  and  therefore  nothing  can  have  been  done 
there,  but  the  ufual  and  neceftary  Repairs. 

I  am  alfo  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  the  Confirmation  of  the  fame 
good  Difpofitions  in  the  Court  of  Spain ,  manilefted  by  M.  Wall's  exprefting 
(as  reported  in  your  Difpatch  of  the  28th  paft)  their  Readinefs  to  come  to 
a  lpeedy  Adjuftment  with  England ,  upon  our  evacuating  the  moft  recent 
Settlements  on  the  Coaft  of  Honduras ,  only  to  ferve  as  a  Salvo  to  the  Spa - 
2  wards 
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fardf  confidered,  by  His  Majefty,  as  a  happy  Prefage  of  a 

ipeedy  and  amicable  Conclufion  of  all  Difputes  fubfifting  between  the  Two 
browns.  i  t 

oAo  j°Mged  hifhIy  “Ped[eTnt  for  the  King’s  Service,  that  the  Court  of 
yam  fhould  in  the  prefent  Moment,  be  apprized  of  the  Sentiments  of  that 
o\  Great  Britain.  I  am  therefore  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  His  Ma- 
jefty  continues  to  have  nothing  more  at  Heart,  than  to  cultivate  the  mod, 
cord.al  tnendfhip  with  his  Catholick  Majefty  }  milling,  however,  to  find  this 
D.fpofition  reciprocal  on  the  Part  of  Spain.  Nothing  being  more  evident 
than  the  mutual  Advantage  which  muft  arife  to  both  Courts  from  a  State 

£Lvv‘°n  and,Am,^>  ar'd  Perhaps  Experience  has  Ihewn,  that  when,  in  Con- 
tradidion  to  the  obvious  Principles  of  our  common  Interefts,  that  Harmony 

fererbeen  Unhappily  lnten'uPted,  Spain  has  always  been  the  greateft  Suf- 

c J'rJf  byn'nS  melMnSu-  fntiments>  His  Majefty  cannot  imagine  that  the 
Court  of  Spam  fhould  think  it  unreafonable,  to  defire  a  Communication  of 

nf  Jy  /  iTc  ,f d  t0  hf?been  latel7  concluded  between  the  Courts 
of  Madrid  and  Verfailles,  or  of  fuch  Articles  thereof  as  can,  by  particular 

and  explicit  Engagements,  immediately  relate  to  the  Interefts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain  or,  in  a  more  general  and  diftant  View  of  Affairs,  be  any  ways  con- 
ft.ued  to  affed  the  fame  in  the  prefent  Conjundure,  before  He  enters  into 
farther  Negotiation  on  the  Points  depending  between  the  Two  Crowns  ;  which 
the  King  conceives  may  be  icon  amicably  accommodated,  if  his  Catholick 
Majefty  means  to  bring  the  fame  Facility  on  his  Part,  as  His  Maieftv  is 
oetermined  to  fhew  on  His,  towards  the  fpeedy  Adjuftment  of  that,  which 
feems  now  to  remain  the  Principal,  if  not  only  Matter  in  Difpute :  For 
iho  tne  King,  from  His  Confidence  in  the  repeated  Affurances  of  Friend- 
ftnp  from  his  Catholick  Majefty,  is  unwilling  to  fuppofe  that  a  Treaty 
concluded  by  him,  can  contain  any  Thing  to  the  Prejudice  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  ■,  yet  as  the  Court  of  France  has  affeded  to  give  out  that  Spain  was  on 
the  Point  of  entering  into  the  War  ;  which  Language  has  been  induftrioullv 
propagated,  and  generally  with  Succefs,  in  moil  Courts  of  Europe  •  His  Ma* 
jefty  therefore  thinks,  that  the  Honour  of  His  Crown,  and  the  Interefts  of 
H,s  People,  equally  call  for  an  Explanation  with  regard  to  this  already  too 
much  credited  Report,  before  He  can,  confident  with  His  own  Ditrnitv 
proceed  in  any  Negotiation  with  Spain:  Nor  can  any  fair  or  candid^f 
cuffion  of  the  Rights  or  Differences  of  the  Two  Corns  take  Place  Up£ 
a  juft  and  equitable  Footing,  fhould  Spain,  while  fhe  is  fully  informed  of 
the  Extent  of  all  His  Majefty’s  Alliances  and  Connedions,  mSlnla  nTftfH- 
cious  and  unfriendly  Referve,  with  regard  to  a  Treaty  recently  concluded 
between  her  and  H,s  Ma,efty’s  declared  and  inveterate  Enemy  -  by  whom 

M “d'  lhr“sto"‘  ■*“ 
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I  am  here  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that,  in  my  firfl:  Conference  with  th* 
Count  de  Fuentes ,  I  explained  this  Matter  fully,  but  his  Excellency  avoided 
enter i ing  into  it,  and  ieemed  to  wifli  that  it  might  be  paired  through  another 
Channels  declaiming,  however,  in  the  drongelt  Manner,  any  unfriendly  In¬ 
tentions  of  his  Court.  It  is  therefore  the  King’s  Pleafure,  that  your  Excel¬ 
lency  fliould  ufe  the  mod:  preffmg  Inltarices  to  M.  Wall,  to  obtain  fuch  Com¬ 
munication  as  is  above  mentioned-,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  you  will  eafily  con¬ 
vince  a  Miniffer  fo  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  Nature  and  Conllitution 
oi^  this  Countiy,  of  the  Importance  of  this  Ted  of  briendfhip,  to  the  Support 
of  that  defirable  Harmony  between  the  Two  Courts  and  how  much  a  Refufal 
to  give  due  Satisfaction  on  this  Head,  would  impede  and  obftrud  His  Ma- 
jdty’s  bed  Intentions  towards  that  valuable  Objed.  It  is  needlefs  to  recommend 
to  your  Excellency,  to  urge  this  Matter  in  the  mod:  polite  and  friendly  Terms  ; 
.gently  infinuating  the  above  Arguments,  to  fhew,  that  His  Majefty  ought  to  be 
latisfied  as  to  this  Matter,  before  he  proceeds  to  other  Points :  But  on  the  other 
Hand,  your  Excellency  will  give  the  Spanijh  Minider  the  dronged  AlTurances, 
that,  this  Obftacle  once  removed,  His  Majeity  is  moil  fincerely  and  cordially 
difpofed  to  enter  into  an  amicable  Difcuflion  of  other  Matters  in  Difpute  •  little 
doubting,  but  that  a  confirmed  reciprocal  Confidence  would  naturally  point  out 
Expedients  to  fave  the  Honour  of  both  Kings,  adjud  Things  to  mutual 
Satisfaction,  and  eftabiifli  a  Harmony,  as  permanent  as  advantageous  to  both 
Courts.  Nor  can  I  more  explicitly  enforce  the  King’s  real  Sentiments  on  this 
Head,  than  by  referring  your  Excellency  to  your  own  Difpatches,  wherein 
you  have  repeatedly  made  the  mod  conciliating  Overtures,  particularly  in  that 
of  the  31ft  of  Auguft  lad:,  which  I  cannot  more  properly  exprefs,  than  in  your 
your  Excellency’s  own  Words,  as  follows,  “  Concerning  the  Difputes  about 
“  the  Coaft  of  Honduras ,  I  could  add  nothing  to  the  repeated  Declarations 
“  I  had  made  in  the  King’s  Name,  of  the  Satisfaction  with  which  His  Majeity 
“  would  receive  any  juft  Overture  from  Spain  (upon  Condition  that  France 
“  was  not  to  be  the  Channel  of  that  Conveyance)  for  terminating  amicably, 
"  and  to  mutual  Satisfaction,  every  reafonable  Complaint  on  this  Matter,  by 
“  propofing  fome  equitable  Regulation  for  lecuring  to  us  the  long-enjoyed 
“  Privilege  of  cutting  Logwood  (an  Indulgence  confirmed  by  Treaty,  and 
“  of  courfe  authorized  in  the  mod:  facred  Manner)  nor  could  I  give  ftron^er 
“  AlTurances  than  the  pad:,  of  His  Majefty’s  Heady  Purpofe  to  caufe  all 
“  Effablidimcnts  on  the  Logwood  Coads,  contrary  to  the  Territorial  Jurif- 
“  diction  of  Spain,  to  be  removed  and  fliould  your  Excellency  fee  the  proper 
Moment  for  renewing  Declarations  of  the  fame  Sort,  I  am  to  allure  your 
Excellency  of  His  Majefty’s  Approbation  therein. 

In  order  to  prevent  any  perverfe  Impreffions,  which  Mr.  Pitt's  retiring  from 
publick  Bufinefs,  at  this  Juncture,  mightOccafion,  it  is  proper  that  I  fhould  allure 
your  P.xcellency,  that  the  Meaiurcs  of  Government  will  differ  no  Relaxation  on 
that  Accounts  on  the  contrary,  I  may  venture  to  promife,  that  the  Idea  fug- 

gelled 


gefted  by  feme  malevolent  Perfons  at  Home  and  neiTonc  ■  i  a  ■  * 
pagated  Abroad,  of  the  whole  Snirir  of  1  {,,  >  f  r T  p  mdurtnoufly  pro¬ 
of  “difeouraging,  i  nl  nd  T3r  im*  Whh  h,m>  inft«d 

vigorous  Exertion" of  thdr  Powers  prefent,  Miniftry  to  a  more 

decifion  or  Indolence  which  itrnrin  raVp!d  e,very  P0,pble  Imputation  of  In- 

Example  of  the  Spirit  V  the  JateC  Measures1  eJwi||CLniiSSC  fuggu  :  And  the 

Servants  to  perfevere,  and  to  firet  h  eve  y  N  L  of  tl^r  ^ 
forcing  the  Enemy  to  come  into  a  faf-  1/  m  ,  Country,  towards 
Peace°  I  further  LveTp^  all,  a  lafting 

perfedl  Harmony,  mutual  Confidenr-  '  A  t/01"-  ExcePency>  that  the  molt 
Majefty’s  Councils  -with a  Z  i  n"  reign  in  His 

fuch  Vigour,  as  will,  it  is  honed ^  under  ^  pulh  the  War  with 

farther  Succeffes  to  tire  juft  Caufe  for  wK  h  ^  °n  Provicience>  procure  ftill 
The  King  at  the  fame  Time  con  'nS  it  /r  ri*"'?  drew  the  Sword, 
to  put  an:  End  to  the  dreadful  CVam’  •  %  dp°ftc],  with  equal  Moderation, 

will  liften  to-  fuch  Term"  of  pSe  «  ft  n  hWar’ r£C  M°ment  ,the  E"«"7 
Honour,  in  fome  Degree  adequate  to  thp  9  !^COni^lent  W,t^  ^ajefty5s 
by  promifing  Permanency  to  rref-  '  .  uc<:e.  *es  H  His  Arms,  and  calculated, 

andMiferiesf  whfch ^  have  tenfo  tin  ^  aT  the  various  Diftrefies 
cruel  and  bloody  War  ta "y  eXpenenced  during  the  Courfe  of  this 

I  am,  &?h. 

EG  RE  MONT. 

\  '  i  *  -  -  ■ ;  "  •  *  • 

Copy  of  a  Letter -from ithe Earl 'of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  Briftoi 

dated  Oft.  28,  1761,  Secret  and  Confidential, 

My  LORD, 

pito»ss*  His  •  d°cs  ««  ^ 

on  the  important  Subjeft  of  this  D  frarr^  °f  0pen,rng  yourfelf  to  M.  Wall, 
communicate  the  Subftance  of  it  verbally  ’  oTto^uft  die' Wl^l^  y°U  ^  t0 

,“r» 

in  caffe1  youftould  ^  “uch'^C  Direa°n’  That> 

is  expedted  in  my  moft  fecret  iuch  ,a1Commumcation  as, 

it  fhouJd  be  propofed  to  give  His  Maieftv  fdemn  1A  lieu  thereo£ 

cenxe  of  the  Treaty  in  qufftiori  with  refS  m  °/  tbe  Um0' 

Cafe,  your  Excellency  is  not  totally  to  rejedl  the  Alternativ^bufto  take’ t 

*  ~  ad 
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ad  referendum  to  be  tranfmitted  to  your  Court :  Provided  always,  That  the 
faid  Affurances  be  given  upon  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Royal  Word,  fignified 
in  Writing,  either  by  the  Spanifh  Secretary  of  State  to  your  Excellency,  or  by 
the  Conde  de  Fuentes  to  the  King’s  Secretary  of  State  here,  and  not  otherwife. 


I  am,  &c. 


EGREMONT. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  Briftolj 
dated  October  28,  1761.  Separate  and  fecret . 

My  LORD , 

IRefervefor  this  feparate  and  fecret  Letter  the  King’s  Commands,  that  your 
Excellency  fhould  pay  the  moft  particular  Attention  to  what  is  palling,  at 
this  critical  Conjuncture,  at  the  Court  where  you  refide  ;  it  being  highly  impor¬ 
tant  to  His  Majelty’s  Service,  that  you  fhould  not  only  ufe  your  utmoft  Endea¬ 
vours  to  penetrate,  as  far  as  you  can,  into  his  Catholick  Majelty’s  real  Views,  as 
well  as  into  the  prevailing  Temper  and  Sentiments  of  his  principal  Minilters, 
but  that  you  Ihould  obferve,  with  a  watchful  Eye,  every  new  Order  or  Regula¬ 
tion  relative  to  their  Sea  and  Land  Forces,  or  to  their  Credit  and  Finances,  as 
far  as  the  fame  fhall  appear  to  your  Excellency  to  indicate  the  lealt  Difpofition 
in  the  Court  of  Spain  to  depart,  in  any  Shape,  from  their  Neutrality,  either  by 
v  openly  orfecretly  alTifting  His  Majelty’s  Enemies. 

The  King’s  thorough  Reliance  on  your  experienced  Zeal  for  His  Service, 
makes  it  unnecelfary  to  recommend  Vigilance  on  this  Occafion.  I  am  there¬ 
fore  only  to  add,  that  your  Excellency,  in  the  diligent  Profecution  of  this  Ob¬ 
ject,  will  molt  cautioully  avoid  the  lealt  Mark  of  offenfive  Diffidence,  which 
might,  in  any  . Degree,  tend  to  interrupt  thofe  friendly  Difpofitions,  which  His 
Majelty  fincerely  wilhes  to  cultivate  and  improve. 

I  am,  &c. 

EGREMONT. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  Mr.  Secretary  Pitt,  dated 
Efcurial  Oftober  12,  1761.  Received  November  the  8th. 

SIR, 

1  Delivered  the  King’s  Letter,  notifying  His  Majelty’s  Marriage,  to  the  Queen 
Mother  at  St.  Ildephonfo  ;  who  defired  me  not  to  fail  acquainting  the  King, 
%>w  much  her  Majelty  interelted  herfelf  in  every  Event,  where  the  King’s  Hap- 
pinefs  was  concerned. 

The 


A 
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GtnSTpalfo^LvtfkTt  me  a^  An^’  ^  the  fame  D*y  ,!e)e • 

quiring  whether  there  were  any  Ground  forThofe  R^pom  ulvnhT 
turned  to  me,  concerning  fbme  additional  Works  carrwno-  on  h7ad  men' 

having  acquainted  me  with  what  was  o-oino-  fnr  ^  ?  .  at  Gli?raltar->  and 
feme  neceffary  Repairs  and  ConvemienSe  1  ThTr  ^  rCOnfifted  ™iy  in 
Letter  to  General  Wall-,  defirino-  him  to  Jn  h  ?  "lo1?’  read  the  whole 
that  very  authentic  ContradiftioiTof  whar  had^21"1  hl^.Cathollck  Majelty  with 
Court :  Affuring  his  Excellent 

cion  of  England’s  not  truftin/  rr>  rhn  ,  F  ^  S?mn  neec  ilave  no  Sufpi- 
made  to  me,  of  the  padficlfnofil  rePffd  Declarations,  he  (M.  IVaL)  had 

ftantiy  and  aplicidyS  f°r  1  had 

which  correfponded  with  the  Sentiments  and  T  ,r0^e.5l0ns  'n  ,my  Difpatches, 

maintain  a  perfed  Harmony  and  fhornnrrl  Tr  •  n(j|lnatl0ns  °f  Great  Britain,  to 
in  Europe  as  well  as  in  America ,  ^  m°n  ^etween  the  Two  Kingdoms, 

I  am,  &cy 

BRISTOL, 


Copy  of  a  Letter  front  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont 
dated  Efcunal,  Nov.  2>  l?6l.  Received  Nov.  ,  Sremont' 

My  LORD, 

f  I  S'  H  E  furprizing  Change  I  have  of  late  perceived  in  General  Wall’s  Dif 

Such  ft  rang  Reports  of  an  approaching  Rupture  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spam,  grounded  upon  feveral  authentick  Affurances  I  had  received  S  f„ 
Agreement  had  been  fettled  and  fitted  between  their  STi  a  fom„e 

,C“"  M.jelfc,  determined  me  ,o  enqrdre  minneel,  inS  Aftt . 
n”  e  ie  ,  e”k  dtST/jV' »  M.  h*.  SH2&& 

me  m  h oil  o  *  L  .  I1UL  conceal  the  Uneaiinefs  it  save 

’  W  hMl  fr°m  3]1  Parts>  both  ^  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  from  other 

Countries, 
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Countries,  that  a  Treaty  had  not  long  fince  been  concluded  between  the  Courts 
of  Madrid  and  Versailles,  and  therefore  I  defired  his  Excellency  would  fatisfy 
my  Doubts,  by  informing  me,  whether  there  was  any  Ground  for  thefe  Ru- 
mours ;  and,  in  cafe  it  were  poflible,  after  all  that  had  paffed  between  us,  for 
fuch  a  Convention  as  was  hinted  at,  to  have  been  concluded  ♦,  then  I  hoped  to 
be  told  of  what  Nature  this  Treaty  was,  whether  Offenfive  or  fingly  Defen- 
live,  what  were  the  principal  Conditions  contained  in  it,  and  with  what  Views 
this  fudden  and  dole  Union  between  Spain  and  France  had  been  calculated  :  For 
I  could  neither  hear  fuch  Reports  with  Indifference,  nor  give  Credit  to  the 
Truth  of  them,  without  an  explicit  Avowal  thereof  from  his  Excellency’s 
Mouth. 

Inftead  of  anfwering  me  direcftly,  General  Wall  began,  by  faying,  that  the 
King  Jiis  Mailer  had  Reafon  to  think  the  Conduct  of  England  unwarrantable  ; 
for  his  Catholick  Majefty  never  could  obtain  an  Anfwer  from  the  Britijh  Mi- 
niftry-,  to  any  Memorial  or  Paper  that  was  fent  from  hence,  either  by  the 
Channel  of  the  Count  of  Fuentes ,  or  through  my  Hands  :  He  told  me,  we 
were  intoxicated  with  all  our  Succelfes,  and  a  continued  Series  of  Victories  had 
elated  us  fo  fir,  as  to  induce  us  to  contemn  the  reafonable  Conceffions  France 
had  confented  to  make  to  us  for  a  Peace  *,  but  that  it  was  evident,  by  our  Re- 
fufal  of  the  Due  de  Choifeul\  Propofals,  all  we  aimed  at  was,  firft,  to  ruin  the 
French  Power,  in  order  more  eafily  to'crufh  Spain ,  to  drive  all  the  Subjects  of 
the  Chrillian  King,  not  only  from  their  Ifland  Colonies  in  the  new  World, 
but  alfo  to  deflroy  their  feveral  Forts  and  Settlements  upon  the  Continent  of 
North  America ,  to  have  an  eafier  Task  in  feizing  on  all  the  Spanijh  Dominions 
in  thofe  Parts,  thereby  to  fatisfy  the  utmoft  of  our  Ambition,  and  to  gratify 
our  unbounded  Third;  of  Conquefl. 

After  M.  Wall  had  worked  up  his  Anger  to  a  Height  I  had  never  before  feen, 
he  then  Paid,  with  uncommon  Warmth,  That  he  would  himfelf  be  the  Man  to 
advife  the  King  of  Spain ,  fince  his  Dominions  were  to  be  overwhelmed,  at  leaf; 
to  have  them  feized  with  Arms  in  his  Subjects  Hands,  and  not  to  continue 
the  paflive  Vidlim  he  had  hitherto  appeared  to  be  in  the  Eyes  of  the  World. 

1  attended  to  this  Difcourfe,  without  interrupting  the  Thread  of  it ;  and,  at 
the  Conclufion  of  it,  I  defired,  with  the  utmoft  Serenity,  of  General  Wall,  to 
give  me  an  Anfwer  to  the  Queftions  I  had  firft  ftarted,  and  we  would  after¬ 
wards  proceed  to  difeufs  what  his  Excellency  had  been  expatiating  upon.  But 
the  Spanijh  Minifter  only  renewed  fome  of  his  former  Exclamations,  by  infill¬ 
ing,  that  we  had  fet  the  Spanijh  Power  at  Defiance  during  this  War ;  that  we 
had  attacked  and  plundered  their  Vefiels,  infulted  their  Coafts,  violated  the 
Neutrality  of  thefe  Kingdoms,  encroached  upon  the  Territorial  Jurifdidlion 
<  f  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  America,  by  fortifying  ourfelves  in 
an  illegal  Manner  in  the  Bay  of  Camp e achy  and  the  Gulf  of  Honduras,  eredling 
f;clh  Settlements,  and  feizing  on  Logwood  in  a  moll  arbitrary  Manner,  befides 
denying  the  Spaniards  a  Right,  they  had  fo  long  claimed,  to  fifh  upon  the  Banks 
of  Newfoundland  *,  nay,  even  wanting  to  put  the  B  j cay ners  and  Guipufcoans  on 

a  world 


Trade,  than  they  had  been  by  the°Treaties  of  ^  ,  *?  the  Bacalko 

where  the  Article  in  relation  J them  was  Thaf  c  ^  ,that  of  '7*'* 
qua  Junfibi  vindicare  poterunt :  Whereas  all  mv  F  ft  a*  SPan?arfs  enjoy 

their  Claim  to  be  ftale  and  inadmiffible  and  Z  !  hJd  run  t0  declare 
the  Catholick  King  would  never  expert  rhi,  < \  ^2  that  Eni^d  hoped 

which  could  never°be  confented  to  oZ thofe  TeZmZ  "  “  PnCe  °f  a  Un‘°°> 

General  Wall  went  on  bv  favinn-  fT  •  ,  , 

to  his  Royal  Mafter,  that  l  prope°r  iSentbnwmiM  vi  Vair\  given  HoP« 

■■”«*»  bo  expo&d,  nice  i/ftewrf  ™R  ”  d  r'  Wl"“'  “O  h“. 

p^r°od  *“ th'  of.„  s 

from  m7p^n"dbuf  Immro  Oudro'1'1  h“i!  1  did  deM 

I  came  about,  was  to  receive  fome  exSrZ1  a"  r  ^  aIledSmg’that  the  Bufwefs 
quired after.  At laft,  CeSVTStS  1  had  before  en- 

any  Meafures  but  what  he  had  formerly  m  n°-  ^iX  ?tS  10  acquamt  me  with 
his  not  being  at  Liberty  to  fay  anv  more  me’  anc*  %nified 

Word,  in  his  Letter  of  the  Td  part  ZLtZ  roZ  ’  ^  Fumtes  ^d  wrote 

ever  the  Contentarof  thofe  DHWhp.  Counerwas  to  be  fenttome,  and  when- 
then  I  fhould  be  acquainted^  the  rZZ>1  C°mmu"lcated  £°  him  (M.  Wall) 
Majefty  did  not  doZbt  of  nr  recZvfnZ  r  Z011^^  ^ ;  for  his  Catholick 
Pape*- 1  had  tranfmitted  in  my  Letter  of  the  31ft  ^  C°  the 

*?  f  d“»e  *■ 

Stt  s  *•  ■, 

to  ho  Catholick  Majefty,  I  returned  lo  about  an  'j  1cm 
Pretence  of  fliewing  an  Attention  I  always  pay  to  General  //S/  ’  u"  ^ 

mtenci  fending  off  a  Meffenger,  which  was,  £,  defire  is  Excdlicvtr  1,1 
honour  me  with  any  Commands  he  might  have  for  England  either  of  a  n,  M 
or  a  private  Nature.  As  our  Converfation  in  General  'L,j  u  ota  pnblick 

(whilft  a  Part  of  it  was  fo  myfterious)  for  me^iot  to  fend  C°°  lntei;eftlng 

count  of  all  that  had  paffed,  by  a  fafe  Conveyance  I  It^l  /"  “f*®  Ac‘ 
to  renew  the  former  Topick  and  hv  fn  Hn;  ^  \  1 11S  ^roP»  m  order 

more  Infight  into  this  obfcureBufinefs.  Cn  eaVOUI  t0  procure  a  little 

The  Spani/h  Minifter  began  in  his  former  Strain,  but  multinlied  ,1,,  a  “ 
pearance  of  this  Country’s  Grievances ;  talked  of  its  beirnr  tIP‘  AP‘ 

Eyes,  and  not  to  fuffer  a  Neighbhour,  an  Ally  a  Parent®  ,  T  r  °F?  their 
longer  to  run  the  Rifque  of  receiving  fuch  rigid  J  aws  ai’  a  ’ ,en.d,  an>r 
an  infulting  Vidlor:  Lis  Excellency  Told 

mg  communicated  to  the  Catholick  King,  every  the  mod  mtaute'step  «kS‘ 
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during  Mr.  Stanley's  Negotiations  at  Paris ,  and  M.  de  Puffy's  Conferences  at  Lon¬ 
don,  had  determined  to  publi lh  to  the  whole  World,  the  mortifying  Terms  France 
had  brought  itfelf  to  fubmit  to  for  the  lake  of  Peace*,  and  to  make  known  the 
arbitrary  unreafonable  Demands  ol  England,  which  fruitrated  the  good  In¬ 
tentions  of  the  moil  Chriitian  King,  whole  Humanity  had  made  him  confent 
to  put  an  End  to  the  War,  even  at  the  dear  Price  of  yielding  fo  much  as  he 
had  brought  himielf  to  agree  to,  in  order,  if  poilible,  to  fatisfy  the  Ambition  of 
Great  Britain. 

I  thought  I  had  Efficiently  liftened  to  all  thefe  Accufations,  and  that  a 
longer  Silence  would  be  reproachful.  I  muff  confefs,  the  Allegations  mem 
tioned  by  M.  (Vail  in  the  firll  Conference,  were  fo  unexpected  to  me,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  differing  fo  widely  from  all  prior  Conventions  on  thofe  Subjects, 
that  I  thought  it  more  prudent  then,  only  to  attend  to  what  his  Excellency 
afferted,  and  afterwards,  by  a  fhort  Abfence  from  his  Clofet,  endeavour  to 
recoiled  the  Subfiance  of  what  had  been  advanced,  that  I  might  be  the  better 
enabled  to  anfwer,  tho\  I  feared,  not  to  convince,  the  Spanijh  Minifter. 

I  began,  by  expreffing  my  Surprize,  that,  when  I  came  to  be  informed  of  a 
Step  fo  publicldy  difeourfed  of  in  the  World,  I  could  not  obtain  the  Satisfaction 
I  folicited  from  one,  who  alone  could  clear  my  Doubts,  and  folve  my  Queftions : 
That  all  I  had  been  able  to  find  out  was,  that  it  feemed  determined  to  keep  me  in  the 
Dark  *,  and,  in  order  to  divert  my  Attention  from  the  fingle  Point  I  wanted  to  be 
inflrudted  in,  I  had  only  heard  a  complicated  Heap  of  Grievances,  flung  out 
with  a  View  to  deter  me  from  perfevering  in  the  Purfuit  of  getting  my  Curiofity 
Tatis fied .  Upon  that  I  went  methodically  through  the  various  Subjects  that  had 
been  flarted  by  the  Spanijh  Secretary  of  State,  infilling  on  the  firft  Difcovery, 
and  a  continued  Pofieffion  of  the  Newfoundland  Fifhery,  by  the  King’s  Subje&s; 
whereas  the  Spaniards  had  never  brought  any  Proofs  to  back  their  own  Afler- 
tions  to  a  Claim  to  that  Fifhery,  whilft  we  had  clearly  deduced  our  Right 
from  the  Time  of  Henry  VII. 

With  regard  to  the  Logwood  Trade;  a  conftant  Enjoyment  of  it  for  about 
a  Century,  confirmed  to  us  by  Treaties,  under  the  Denominations  of  an  Indul¬ 
gence  or  Sufferance,  made  it  a  legal  Commodity  :  But  as  to  all  ufurped  Settle¬ 
ments,  I  had  often  been  ordered  to  declare  the  King’s  Readinefs  to  have  them 
evacuated,  when  an  equitable  Regulation  was  fettled,  between  tne  I  wo  Courts, 
for  our  quiet  Pofieffion  of  that  valuable  Branch  of  Commerce. 

Then,  as  to  the  feveral  Complaints  of  Breaches  oi  Neutrality,  pretended 
Confifcations  of  Goods,  unlawful  Seizures  of  Spanijh  Veffels,  and  all  the  various 
blended  Grievances  I  had  heard  of;  I  could  only  anfwer,  in  general,  that  our 
Courts  of  Law  were  open  to  all  Complainants,  and  tho’  Parties  might  go  from 
thence  diflatisfied,  yet  the  Juftice  of  thofe  Courts  of  Judicature  had  never  been 
impeached. 

In  relation  to  England's  Views,  of  forcing  our  Enemies  to  agree  to  fuch 
Terms,  as  we  thought  might  inlure  our  Nation  from  the  Apprehenfions  of  a 
future  War  ;  I  defired  to  know,  what  Inflance  there  was  of  any  Country’s  not 

?  endeavouring 
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endeavouring  to  obtain  the  mod  advantageous  Conditions  for  itfelf  at  a  Peace, 
efpecialiy  when  Providence  had  vouchsafed  to  blefs  a  righteous  Caufe  with 
Sticcefs  :  This  was  the  Cafe  of  Great  Britain ;  we  were  bound  by  Strong  En¬ 
gagements  to  Support  our  Allies,  and  infilled  on  being  at  Liberty  to  fulfil 
thole  Engagements  according  to  the  Extent  of  them;  whilft  we  determined 
to  fettle  our  Empire  in  America  upon  fuch  a  Footing,  as  Should  free  our  Colonies 
there  from  Encroachments,  and  not  leave  them  to  be  liable  to  a  Repetition 
of  fuch  Chicanes  from  the  French ,  as  had  caufed  the  Beginning  of  thofe  Di¬ 
sturbances,  which  had  afterwards  extended  themfelves  into  Europe. 

This  was  the  Sum  of  my  Difcourfe ;  and  when  I  recurred  to  my  repeated 
Instances  for  Information  concerning  the  Treaty,  all  that  I  could,  with  Dif¬ 
ficulty,  extort  from  General  Wall  was,  that  his  Catholick  Majefty  had  judged 
it  expedient  to  renew  his  Family  Compadls  (thofe  were  the  exprefs  Words)  with 
the  moil  Christian  King.  I  begged  to  know  when  thofe  Compadls  had  firft 
been  agreed  upon ;  and  at  what  Time,  whether  very  lately,  or  fome  Months 
ago,  they  had  received  a  frefh  Sanction.  Elere  the  Spanijh  Minister  St  opt  Short, 
and,  as  if  he  had  gone  beyond  what  he  intended,  he  faid,  that  the  Count 
de  Fuentes  and  M.  Bujfy  had  declared  to  His  Majelly’s  Minillers  all  that  was. 
meant  to  be  communicated  to  them  ;  and  altho’  I  continued  in  the  Clofet  fome 
Short  Time  after  that  Declaration,  as  I  found  I  was  to  expedt  nothing  but  a 
Repetition  of  the  fame  Anfwer  to  every  Queflion  I  put,  I  determined  to 
retire. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  Refult  of  my  Enquiries,  and  here  the  Bufinefs  refls  at 
prefent. 

Two  Ships  have  lately  arrived  at  Cadiz ,  with  very  extraordinary  rich  Cargoes, 
from  the  Weft  Indies  ;  So  that  all  the  Wealth  that  was  expedled  from  Spanijh. 
America ,  is  now  Safe  in  Old  Spain:  Perhaps  this  Circumflance  has  raifed  the  Lan¬ 
guage  of  the  Catholick  King’s  Ministers,  added  to  the  Progrefs  which,  we  hear, 
the  French  Army  is  making  in  the  King’s  Eledloral  Dominions,  and  the  Succefs 
that  has  attended  the  Aujtrian  Operations  in  Silefia.  I  have  long  obferved  tho 
Jealoufy  of  Spain  at  the  Briti/h  ConqueSts ;  and  am  now  convinced,  that  the 
Confcioufnefs  of  this  Country’s  Naval  Inferiority,  has  occafioned  the  Soothing 
Declarations,  fo  repeatedly  made,  of  a  Defire  to  maintain  Harmony  and  Friend¬ 
ship  with  England:  But  the  French  have  never  discontinued  their  Flatteries, 
whilft  they  Solicited  a  Jundlion  of  Forces,  alluring  the  Spaniards ,  that  even  the 
Signing  of  an  Alliance  between  their  Sovereigns,  would  intimidate  our  Court,, 
not  only  upon  account  of  our  being  exhaufled  by  the  prefent  long  and  expenfive 
War,  but  by  our  having  felt  the  fatal  Confequences  of  an  Interruption  of 
our  Spanijh  Trade,  during  the  laft  War. 

I  am,  &c. 


B  R I S  T  O  L,. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  Briflol 

dated  November  i  nth,  1761.  J 

My  LORD,  y  >  /  • 

N  the  14th  Inftant,  I  received  the  Honour  of  your  Excellency’s  molt 
W  important  and  interefting  Dilpatch  of  the  2d,  by  Potter,  and  laid  the 
lame  immediately  before  the  King. 

e  iV,e  S“rPrile  wlnch  your  Excellency  expreffes,  at  the  unlooked  for  and 
itKlden  Change  of  Sentiments  and  Difcourle  of  M.  Wall,  could  not  have 
exceeded  His  Majefty’s  Aftonifhment  at  the  Contraft,  as  (taking  as  unac¬ 
countable,  which  your  Excellency’s  Difpatches  of  the  14th  and  28th  of  Sep- 
tember  compared  with  that  of  the  2d  Inftant,  exhibit  ;  and  when  His 
Majelty  oblerves  the  very  different  and  contradiftory  Tenor  of  the  above- 
mentioned  feveral  Letters,  the  abrupt  and  unprovoked  Tranfition  in  the 
kpamjh  Secretary  of  State,  from  the  moft  cordial  and  conciliatory  Tone  of 
rien^y  rofeflion  and  amicable  Adjuftment,  to  the  moft  peremptory  and 
naughty  Stile  of  Menace  and  Hoftility,  cannot  but  put  His  Majefty’s  Mo¬ 
deration  to  the  fevereft  Trial.  It  muft  alfo  add  to  your  Excellency’s,  as  it 
has  to  my,  Ammadverfion,  on  the  Incoherency  of  this  Behaviour,  when  I 
inform  you,  that  the  feveral  Converfations  I  have  had  with  the  Count 
cle  Hemes,  have  been  all  of  the  moft  amicable  Kind  ;  and  the  very  Day 
e  ore  you  1  Excellency  s  Meffenger  arrived,  the  Sfanijh  Ambaffador,  coming 
out  or  His  Majefty’s  Clofet,  from  an  Audience,  to  which  he  had  been  ad- 
nutted  to  deliver  a  Letter  from  His  Catholick  Majefty  on  occafion  of  the 
^ §.s  Marriage,  took  me  afide,  to  repeat  to  me  the  ftrong  Afiurances  he 
had  juft  had  the  Honour  of  giving  His  Majefty,  of  the  friendly  Difpofi- 
tion  of  the  King  his  Mafter,  and  of  his  fteady  Purpofe  to  maintain  the  ftridtelt 
Amity  with  the  Court  of  Great  Britain. 

The  King,  however,  religioufly  true  to  His  folemn  and  fincere  Declarations 
to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  and,  at  the  fame  Time,  not  lefs  attentive  to  the 
Dignity  of  His  Crown,  and  the  real  Interefts  of  His  People,  is  calmly  and  re- 
joiubcly  determined  punctually  todifeharge  thole  indilpenfable  Duties,  with  a 
Coolnels,  which  no  Provocation  can  difturb,  and  a  Firmnefs,  which  no  Menace 
can  intimidate. 

.  Difpofition  of  Mind,  Flis  Majefty  diredts  me  to  lofe  no  Time 

in  re-difpatching  your  Excellency’s  Meflenger,  'with  His  Majefty’s  Sentiments 

on  a  Point  which  fo  highly  concerns  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of  both 
Crowns. 

Fho  my  Dilpatch  of  the  28th  paft,  will  have  already  given  your  Excel¬ 
lency  the  Satisfaction  ol  feeing,  how  intirely  confident  with  His  Majefty’s 
Ideas,  the  Steps  you  have  taken  have  been;  yet,  I  muft,  in  Obedience  to  the 
King’s  Commands,  allure  you,  that  your  Condudt  on  this  Occafion  has  met 
with  His  moft  Gracious  Approbation. 

2  It 
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It  would  be  both  tedious,  and  ufelefs,  to  enter  minutely  into  the  Anfwers  fo 
obvious  to  be  given  to  the  offenfive  Digreflions,  by  which  M.  Wall  determinate- 
ly  evaded  giving  any  Satisfadion  to  your  Excellency’s  moft  reafonable  Demand, 
with  regard  to  the  Treaty  lately  concluded  with  France .  I  fhall  therefore 
content  mylelf  with  very  few  Obfervations  in  the  Order  of  your  Difpatch. 

As  to  the  Aftertion  of  that  Mini  Iter,  66  That  his  Catholick  Majefty  never 
“  could  obtain  an  Anfwer  from  the  Britijh  Miniftry,  to  any  Memorial  or 
“  Paper  that  was  fent  from  Spain,  either  by  the  Channel  of  the  Count  deFucntes, 
“  or  thro’  your  Hands;”  it  would  be  a  ufelefs  Condefcenfion  to  appeal  fo 
repeatedly  to  thofe  ample  Materials  in  your  Excellency’s  Pofieffion,  for  the 
Confutation  of  a  Propofition  fo  notorioufly  groundlefs,  that  it  fcarce  deferves  a 
ferious  Anfwer. 

The  Language  M.  W all  held,  relative  to  the  late  Negotiation  with  France , 
as  well  as  with  regard  to  our  Ambition  and  unbounded  Third:  of  Con- 
queft,  as  it  confifts  of  meer  abufive  AfTertion,  without  the  lead  Shew  of  Argu¬ 
ment,  deferves  nothing  but  plain  Contradiction. 

His  Majefty  read,  with  particular  Concern,  the  intemperate  and  rafti  Advice 
which  that  Minifter  talked  of  propofing  to  the  King  his  Matter,  grounded  upon 
meer  chimerical  Suppofitions  of  intended  Hoftilities  againft  Spain,  which  do 
the  higheft  Injuftice  to  the  Purity  and  Integrity  of  His  Majefty’s  Intentions : 
And  M.  Wall  mutt  himfelf  know,  that  there  has  been  a  particular  Delicacy  ob- 
ferved,  in  concerting  our  Plans  for  Military  Operations,  to  avoid  carrying  Hof¬ 
tilities  towards  Objects,  which  might  give  the  lead:  Jealoufy  or  Umbrage  to 
the  Court  of  Spain  ;  and  therefore.  His  Majefty  can  only  confider  fuch<  unjuft 
Suggeftions  and  groundlefs  Sufpicions,  as  deftitute  of  Probability,  as  of  Proof, 
as  a  meer  Pretext,  in  cafe,  that,  contrary  to  all  good  Faith,  and  the  moft  folemn 
repeated  Profeftions  of  friendly  Intentions,  the  Court  of  Spain  fhould  have  medi¬ 
tated  or  refolved  on  Hoftilities  againft  England:  Which  as,  on  the  one  hand. 
His  Majefty  will,  with  His  ufual  Moderation,  endeavour  to  prevent,  by  all 
Means  con fiftent with  His  own  Dignity,  and  that  of  the  Nation;  fo,  on  the  other, 
he  will,  with  the  utmoft  Firmnefs  and  Refolution,  ftrenuoufly  repel,  with  that 
Vigour  which  becomes  a  Monarch  confcious  of  being  attacked  without  Caufe 
or  Provocation,  and  zealous  at  all  Times  to  affert  and  vindicate  the  Honour  of 
His  Crown,  and  the  Rights  of  His  Subjects. 

The  Patience  and  Calmnefs  with  which  your  Excellency  liftened  to  what  mutt 
have  been  fo  painful  to  hear,  as  the  vague  Declamation  with  which  the  Spanijh 
Secretary  eluded,  for  the  fecond  Time,  returning  any  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion 
you  fo  properly  perfevered  in  urging  to  him;  and  your  having  ftill  returned  to 
the  Charge,  after  an  Interval  of  an  Hour,  without  any  EfFed,  except  the  dry 
unfatisfadory  telling  you,  That  the  Count  de  Fuentes  and  M.  BuJJy  “  had  de- 
“  dared  to  His  Majefty’s  Minifters  all  that  was  meant  to  be  communicated  to 
“  them  has  fo  unpromifing  an  Afped,  as  to  give  the  King  very  little  Reafon 
to  hope  for  good  Efteds  from  further  Patience  and  Forbearance  :  And  fo  unfa¬ 
tisfadory  a  Refult  of  your  Excellency’s  Inquiries,  reduces  His  Majefty  to  the 

dilagreeable 


t'rJu  U  asiai  .  kl. 
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difagreeable  Neceftity  of  demanding  a  precife  and  categorical  Anfwer  from  the 
Court  ot  Madrid,  relative  to  their  Intention  with  regard  to  Great  Britain  in 
this  critical  Conjundlure  ;  and  therefore,  it  is  His  Majefty’s  exprefs  Command, 
that  your  Excellency,  making  fuch  Ufe  of  this  Difpatch,  as  you  (hall  judge 
proper,  do,  without  Lois  ot  Time,  demand  of  the  Spaniftj  Secretary  of  State,  in 
Elis  Majefty’s  Name,  an  immediate,  clear,  and  categorical  Anfwer  to  that  Que¬ 
stion  i  and  that  you  do  allure  M.  IV ill,  with  becoming  Firmnefs,  and  in  the 
molt  explicit  Terms,  that  any  Procraftination,  Ambiguity,  or  Evafion,  will  be 
confidered  as  ample  and  fufficient  Grounds,  for  authorizing  His  Majefty  to  take 
fuch  Steps  as  His  Royal  Wifdom  fhall  didtate,  for  the  Honour  and  Dignity  of 
Elis  Crown,  and  for  the  Protection  and  Security  of  His  People.  At  the  fame 
Time  that  your  Excellency  cannot  be  too  firm  and  explicit  upon  this  Queftion, 
you  will  be  particularly  cautious,  not  to  ufe  the  leaft  Harfhnefs  in  your  Manner, 
or  mix  any  thing  in  your  Conversation  with  the  Spaniflo  Minifter,  which  can  have 
the  leaft  Tendency  to  indifpofe  or  irritate  him.  Nothing  would  more  eftentially 
contribute  to  His  Majefty’s  real  Satisfaction,  than  your  Excellency’s  bringing 
-back  that  Court  to  a  difpaflionate  and  reafonable  Way  of  Thinking  •,  and  your 
procuring  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as  might  juftify  His  Majefty’s  Continuation  of  the 
fame  friendly  and  amicable  Intercourfe,  which  is  not  more  the  Intereft  of  both 
Countries,  than  His  Majefty’s  fincere  Defire.  Various  are  the  Proofs  that  could 
be  given  of  this  Difpofition  of  Elis  Majefty  :  Notorious  it  is  to  all  Europe ,  that, 
in  His  Majefty’s  Councils,  every  Thing  which  might  indicate  a  Tendency  to 
break  through  that  good  Underftanding  between  the  two  Courts,  which  He  is 
fo  anxious  to  maintain,  has  been  cautioufly  avoided.  Happy,  if  fuch  Meafures, 
.properly  attributed  to  the  Re&itude  of  His  Royal  Mind,  fhould  contribute  to¬ 
wards  the  falutary  Effedts  which  Elis  Moderation  thereby  propofed  :  But  fhould, 
on  the  contrary,  a  falfe  and  injurious  Interpretation,  conftrue  into  Timidity,  Elis 
Majefty’s  Defire  of  maintaining  Peace  with  Spain ,  provided  that  Defire  was 
reciprocal  on  the  Part  of  the  Catholick  King  •,  and  fhould  a  Rupture  enfue, 
after  every  becoming  Facility  given  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain  \  His  Majefty 
will,  at  leaft,  have  the  Conlolation  to  refledt,  that,  whatever  the  Confequences 
may  be,  he  can  appeal  to  all  the  World  for  the  Redtitude  and  Purity  of  His 
Intentions,  and  for  the  Moderation  he  has  obferved,  in  endeavouring  to  prevent 
fo  great  a  Calamity,  by  every  Step  which  Elis  Honour  and  Dignity  could  permit. 

I  am,  Sc. 

EGREMONT. 


Copy 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  BriftoJ, 

dated  Nov.  19,  I?6l,  Moft  Secret. 

My  LORD , 

££,£  t™?,  "S'"?:-”  *Ti" 

the  Court  of  Spain  fhould  have  refufed  w  .five  your  Excel iJnc v°t if 
required  in  my  moft  Secret  Letter  of  ^  ot]  ^  a  lixc^lency  the  Satisfaction 

by  my  fecret  and  confidential  Letter  of  rd  r  the  Alternative>  which, 

permitted  to  take  ad  referendum  ■  or  rl^r  l  ^?ur  Excellency  was 

Anfwer  required  of  M  Wall  in  ’mv  I  .err’er  ■  de™anded  the  categorical 
either  in  direft  Terms  or  by  LoL^in  °l  ,  ?ay  *  Date’  he  fcouM. 

any  Agreement  with,  or  entermiS  anv  fnr^nr  n°W  f56-  havinS  entered  into 
this  War,  or  of  acting  hoftilelv  rnmnrrlc  Ju  ^ntI0n  of  J0lning»  the  French  in 

their  Neutrality;  it  is°  the  King’s  Pleafure  Vha?’  ^  "'PI  dePartinS  from 
Excellency  do  forthwith  comedy ZZ' Madrid  ^ 

repair  with  all  convenient  Speed  to  \ifbon,  where  you  will  find  '^Sh^r’ wd 
ready  to  receive  your  Excellent  -.Ai  r  1  •  PU  W1  hnd  a  ShlP  °f  War 

are  to  fignify  to  the  Spanifh  Minifier  tlw  "u  y0U  t0  En^an^:  And  you 
giving  any  LtisfadL  or  of  nirf  ’  •  C  e‘dler  a  Peremptory  Refufal  of 

our  declared  and  inveterate  Enemie^'n^he^ prefent'war ^cannot  b*?  T^l 
upon  by  His  Maieftv  in  0™  t  u  "  cienc  war,  cannot  be  looked 

and  as  an  Ibfolute  Declaration  ofVar.™  °n  the  Part  of 

**  *  ’  ‘  ■*  -  »  ,  9  * 
i  .  .  •  •  '  -r  *  '  \r  •  .  r. 

lam, 

t 

E  G  R  E  M  O  N  T. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  Brifiol 
dated  November  igtb,  1761.  Separate  and  Secret. 

My  LORD , 

IAm  commanded  by  the  Kine  to  ammint  t?  « 

you  (ball  have  fufficient  ReafoSn  to  conclude,  from  the'oh?’  ^  ,Cafe 
you  ftiaJl  have  made,  from  the  Time  of  vnnr  Hif  u •  .  J~ervrations  which 

hi,  Return,  chat  thele  „e  IW,  or  no  Ho  ”  „fe ”f  Pff  »  "«  «f 
Excellency  is  ordered  to  demand  from  th t  Spali/h  Mi'  ft  Anfwer  aS„y0ur 
that  Cafe,  take  the  moft  private  and  moft  expedftif  s  M  ’ ,  y°1',  w,ll>  in 

Li 

we 


[  34  ] 

4  f  &  f  •  •  •  #  9  * 

we  Hand  with  regard  to  Spain,  to  Major  General  Parjlow  at  Gibraltar ,  and 
to  all  His  Majefty’s  Confuls  in  Syvn/z  and  Portugal,  in  order  that  they  may 
put  themielves,  and  His  Majefty’s  Trading  Subjects,  properly  on  their  Guard 
againft  whatever  may  happen  ;  and  your  Excellency  will  alfo  take  the  proper 
Means  to  make  the  lame  Communication  to  Sir  Charles  Saunders .  But  when 
your  Excellency  fhall  find  your  Departure  from  Madrid  inevitable,  and  that, 
in  conformity  to  His  Majefty’s  Commands,  fignified  by  the  feveral  Letters 
of  this  Difpatch,  you  muft  immediately  let  out  for  Lijbon ;  in  fuch  Cafe,  you 
are,  without  Lofs  of  Time,  to  fend  off,  in  the  moft  fecure,  fecret,  and  expe¬ 
ditious  Manner,  a  Letter  to  Admiral  Saunders ,  and  another  to  Commodore 
' Keppel ,  acquainting  each  of  thofe  Officers  that  you  have  taken  your  final  Refo- 
lutions  to  leave  the  Court  of  Madrid.  Your  Letter  to  Admiral  Saunders  you 
will  convey  through  Major  General  Parjlow,  to  be  forwarded  with  the  utmoft  Ex¬ 
pedition  to  the  Admiral  ;  fending,  at  the  fame  Time,  a  Duplicate  to  Mr.  Hay 
at  Lijbon ,  to  be  difpatched  by  a  Frigate  which  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
have  ordered  there  for  that  Purpofe  :  And  your  Excellency’s  Letter  to  Com¬ 
modore  Keppel  you  will  alfo  tranfmit  to  Mr.  Hay ,  to  be  by  him  forwarded  by 
another  Frigate  which  is  ordered  to  Lijbon. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  Flis  Majefty’s  Service,  that  the  Noti¬ 
fication  of  your  Excellency’s  final  Refolution  to  leave  Madrid ,  fhould  not  only 
be  made  the  Moment  fuch  Refolutions  are  taken  by  your  Excellency,  but 
that  they  fhould  reach  Admiral  Saunders  by  the  quickeft  and  fecureft  Con¬ 
veyance  poffible  •,  it  is  the  King’s  exprefs  Command,  that,  fhould  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  have  the  leaft  Reafon  to  fufpebl,  that  the  Meftenger  or  Perfon  whom 
you  fhall  employ  to  carry  fuch  Notification  to  Gibraltar  or  Lijbon ,  may  be  in¬ 
tercepted  or  flopped,  in  that  Cafe,  your  Excellency  will  immediately  fet  out 
yourfelf  for  the  Frontiers  of  Portugal ,  and  from  thence  you  will  difpatch 
to  Mr.  Hay  your  Letters,  as  well  for  Admiral  Saunders ,  as  Commodore  Keppel , 
to  be  forwarded  by  that  Minifter,  as  above  •,  and  your  Excellency  will  leave 
fuch  Perfon  at  Madrid  as  you  fhall  think  proper,  to  take  Care  of  your  private 
Affairs  there,  which  muft  neceftarily  be  left  in  fome  Confufion  by  your  ftribl 
Compliance  with  His  Majefty’s  Commands  on  this  Head. 

I  (hall  only  add,  that  a  very  exa<5t  Execution  of  the  King’s  Commands,  figni¬ 
fied  in  this  Letter,  being  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  His  Majefty’s  Service, 
it  is  expected,  that  your  Excellency  will  pay  a  moft  particular  Attention 
to  them. 

I  am,  &c. 


EGREMONT. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lari  of  Bt'ltlol  to  the  Lari  of  Egrerciont 
dated  EfcunzX,  Nov.  9,  j  761.  Received  Dec.  3. 

LORD, 

ACcounts  have  lately  been  tranfmitted  to  me,  from  feveral  Ports  ©f  Spain * 
in  relation  to  the  military  Preparations  going  forward  in  this  Kingdom  i 
ana  the  whole  Difcourfe  runs  upon  an  approaching  Rupture  between  the  King 
and  his  Cathohck  Majefty.  b 

Two  SpaniJh  S hips  of  War  are  immediately  to  fail  from  Cadiz ;  the  one  to 
convoy  the  Affogues,  and  the  other  to  prated  feveral  Dutch  Veffels  freighted 
with  Ammunition  and  Stores,  bound  to  Carthagena  in  America. 

Pleven  large  Ships  of  the  Line,  now  lying  at  Ferro l,  are  rigged,  manned 
and  ready  to  put  to  Sea  at  a  fhort  Warning,  together  with  Two  Frigates  ;  one 

o  w  ich  is  bound  to  the  South  Seas ,  with  Cannon  Balls,  Powder,  and  many 
other  Implements  of  War.  y 

rB^rAd^1.ciesi  from  Barcelona  I  hear,  that  Two  of  the  Catholick  Kino-’s  Ships 
of  War  faded  from  thence,  the  End  of  laft  Month,  with  Two  lame  Barks 
under  their  Convoy,  loaded  with  3500  Barrels  of  Gunpowder,  1500^  Bomb- 
lhdls,  500  Chefts  of  Arms,  and  a  confiderable  Quantity  of  Cannon  Balls  of 

r^rernt^Dinienri0nS’  whichCarg°>  it  is  imagined,  is  deftined  for  the  Spanifh 
PFeJt  Indies  :  Many  more  warlike  Stores  are  ready  to  be  Ihipped  from  Catalonia  > 

and  it  was  reported,  an  Embargo  was  laid  on  large  Barks  at  Barcelona  for  that 
Purpofe. 

Five  Battalions  of  different  Regiments  of  Infantry,  and  Two  Squadrons 

2*Pragoons’  are  at  Cadiz,  waiting  their  final  Orders  to  embark  for  America : 

I  his  Corps  makes  in  all  about  3600  Men. 

I  have  defired  His  Majefty’s  Confuls  would  be  very  attentive  to  all  that  is 
going  forward  in  the  feveral  Places  where  they  refide  j  and  that  they  would 
not  fail  fending  me  conftant  Accounts  of  what  they  obferved,  in  order  for 
my  being  more  particular  in  my  Intelligence  to  your  Lordfhip. 

I  never  fee  General  PFall^  to  talk  upon  Bufinefs,  but  that  he  expatiates 
upon  the  Haughtinefs,  with  which  Great  Britain  has  long  treated  the  Crown 
of  Spain ;  as  if  we  imagined,  by  that  Means,  to  intimidate  this  Country  from 
purfuing  its  Claims  ;  or  that  we  fhould  thereby  avoid  doing  Juftice  to  the 
Catholick  King,  concerning  our  ill-grounded  Settlements  upon  the  Loo-wood 
Coafts,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  our  denying  the  Spanijh  Subjeds  the  Liberty 
of  Fifhing  upon  the  Newfoundland  Coafts. 

I  am,  &c. 


E  2 


BRISTO  L. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from,  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  Madrid,  Nov.  1 6,  ij6i.  Received  Dec.  8. 

My  LORD,  ' 

f  •  • 

— _  I  ?  » 

THE  Meffenger  Ardouin  delivered  to  me  on  the  loth  Inftant,  at  the  Efcurial, 
the  Honour  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Difpatches  of  the  28th  paft,  with  the  fe- 
veral  Enclofures  therein  referred  to;  and,  by  the  laft  Port,  I  received  your  Letter 
ot  the  20th  of  the  fame  Month,  in  which  your  Lordiliip  informed  me,  that 
all  mine  to  the  21ft  Sept,  had  been  regularly  laid  before  His  Majefty. 

.On  Saturday  the  14th,  the  Catholick  King,  with  the  reft  of  the  Royal  Fa¬ 
mily,  arrived  in  this  Capital,  for  a  Part  of  the  Winter  Seafon. 

Immediately  after  the  Receipt  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Difpatch,  by  the  Mefienger 
I  went  to  General  l Vail,  with  whom  I  had  a  long  Conference  :  I  have  feen  his 
.  *cel  ency  once  ^lnce-  As  the  Hurry  of  the  Court’s  Departure  from  the  Efcu- 
rul,  prevented  my  having  any  Anfwer  at  that  Time ;  and  the  prefent  Buftle, 
attending  the  Arrival  at  the  Buen  Retiro ,  will  not  allow  the  Spanijh  Minifter  Lei- 
lure,  for  lome  Days,  to  renew  our  Difcourfes  on  the  interefting  Subject  contained 
in  His  Majefty’s  Commands  to  me  ;  I  muft  fufpend  fending  Home  any  Ac- 
C0^  of  Neg°tiations,  till  I  can  give  a  particular  Detail  of  the  Whole. 

he  mhitary  Preparations  in  this  Kingdom,  are  very  far  from  flackeniner. 
Sixteen  hundred  Men,  Draughts  from  different  Corps  of  Infantry,  with  fe- 
veral  Officers,  entered  the  I  own  of  Ferrol  the  Beginning  of  this  Month  ; 

*  ^vere  exPe(fted  to  embark  fhortly  for  the  Weft  Indies ,  and  are  to  be  efcorted 
by  Tnree  Ships  of  the  Line. 

^  *e?iment  ot  hoot  is  lately  gone  to  Majorca ,  and  another  has  Orders 
to  hold  itfelt  in  Readinefs  to  be  fent  to  the  fame  Ifland. 

The  Spaniards  have,  at  prefent,  including  all  their  Naval  Force  in  America, 
i  ineteen  Ships  ot  War  in  thofe  Seas :  I  have  heard  various  Accounts  of  the 
Number  of  Frigates  which  attend  that  Weft  India  Fleet,  but  I  believe  there 
are  not  fewer  than  Sixteen  of  different  Sizes. 

What  may  be  the  ultimate  Refolution  of  this  Court,  no  One  can,  as  yet,  pre¬ 
tend  entirely  to  determine  ;  but,  it  is  certain,  his  Catholick  Majefty  is  takino- 
every  Meafure,  which  can  put  him  in  a  Condition  to  be  prepared  for  all 
Events.  It  is  difficult  to  attain  at  the  real  Truth  of  any  of  the  Spanijh  Proje&s  ; 

tor,  where  One  Man  only  is  confulted.  Secrecy  and  Expedition  muft  naturally 
attend  the  Execution  of  their  Defigns. 

I  am,  isc. 


BRISTOL. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Lari  of  Briftol  to  the  Lari  of  Egrenaonf, 
dated  IVHdrid,  Nov.  23,  1761.  Received  Dec.  14. 

My  LORD, 

THE  Comte  de  la  Lour,  Ambaffador  from  the  Court  of  Turin ,  prefent- 
ed  his  Re-credential  Letters  Yefterday  to  the  Catholick  King,  in  a  private 
Audience;  the  bad  State  of  this  Minifter’s  Health,  for  feveral  Months  pad, 

a,  °  ■ ,pe<a  t0  ^  ^ls  Sardinian  Majefty’s  Leave  to  retire  from  Bufinefs. 

It  will  not  be  poffible  for  me  to  re-difpatch  a  Meflenger  to  England  for  fe- 
veral,  Days,  not withftanding  my  having  had  another  long  Conference  with  M, 
trait,  at  which  I  entered  minutely  into  every  Argument  fuggefted  to  me  by 
your  Lordfhip.  Altho*  I  dare  not  flatter  myfelf  with  having  gained  any  Ground 
upon  the  Spanifh  Minifter,  yet  I  never  before  obferved  his  Excellency  liften 
with  greater  Attention  to  my  Difcourfe,  than  at  our  late  Meeting.  When  he 
anlwered  me,  it  was  without  Warmth  when  he  applied  to  me,  it  was  friendly  ; 
and,  after  long  Reafonings  on  both  Sides,  we  parted  with  reciprocal  Protefta- 
tions  to  each  other,  oLour  earned:  Defire  to  continue  in  Peace.  General^// 
alio  promifed  me,  to  acquaint  his  Catholick  Majefty  circumftantially,  with 
what  had  pafled  between  us.  .  I  intreat  your  Lordfhip  not  to  think  me  inconfe- 
quential  in  what  I  relate  :  It  is  my  Duty  to  mention  the  Refult  of  each  Interview 
with  the  Spaimfh  Secretary  of  State.  All  I  fent  an  Account  of  in  my  Letters 
ci  the  2d  Inftant,  was  literally  what  had  happened  at  that  Time-,  and  the 
Charge  I  have  juft  hinted,  when  I  laft  faw  M.  Wall,  is  equally  certain. 

Our  Enemies  have  unjuftly  aflerted,  that  the  Indians,  who  are  befieging  the 
Spanifh  Fort  of  Penfacola ,  were  prompted  to  that  Undertaking  by  the  King’s 
Subjects,  and  are  even  now  affifted  by  the  Georgians ,  in  carrying  on  their  At¬ 
tacks.  I  do  not  think  General  W all  gives  Credit  to  fo  great  a  Falfhood,  ad¬ 
vanced  by  the  French  j  but,  if  the  Catholick  King  could  harbour  fo  ungenerous  a 
Sufpicion  of  our  Conduct,  I  hope  I  have  faid  enough  to  his  Minifter,  to  prove, 
how  very  far  we  fliould  be  from  countenancing  fuch  a  Proceeding,  much  lefs 
promoting  fo  hofhle  a  Meafure,  again!!  a  Power,  whofe  Friendfhip  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  feeking  to  cultivate. 

I  feized  on  that  favourable  Opportunity  of  expatiating  on  the  inleparable 
Connection  of  Interefts,  that  could  not  fail  (I  hoped  foon)  to  unite  us,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  mean  Artifices,  and  inftdious  Attempts,  which  France ,  un¬ 
der  the  fpecious  Veil  of  Friendfhip  towards  the  Court  of  Madrid ,  had  em¬ 
ployed  to  fow  Diflenfion  between  us  *,  and  that  merely  with  a  View  to  drain 
thefe  Royal  Coffers  of  it’s  Treafure,  to  be  expended  for  the  Support  of  their 
declining  Colonies,,  without  any  real  Regard  to  the  Spanifh  Pretenfions. 


I  am,  &c 


BRISTOL 


Tr  (inflation  of  a  Pci  per  delivered  by  the  Count  de  Fuentes  to  the  Earl  of 

Egremont,  Dec.  21,  1761. 

l\/f  Yt  Lord  Briftol  gave  me,  fome  Days  fince,  the  inclofed  Memorial. 
£-VJL  He  lets  torch,  in  the  firft  Article,  the  Satisfaction  of  his  Court,  in  the 
King  s  juftice,  m  ordering  the  Reftitution  of  the  Ship  the  Speedwell ,  and  in  the 
Moderation  with  which  the  Privateer  the  King  George  has  been  treated  :  There  is 
nothing  to  anfwer  to  this.  His  Majedy  is  very  glad  that  his  Reditude  and 
Moderation  are  acknowledged  by  the  Britijh  Miniftry. 

My  Lord  Briftol  fays,  in  the  fecond  Article,  that  having  communicated  to  his 
Court,  in  a  Dilpatch  in  the  Month  of  September  lad,  agreeably  to  the  Aflurances 
he  had  received,  the  King  s  Intention  to  cultivate  a  good  Correfpondence  with  His 
ritannick  Majedy  •,  he  had  been  exprefsly  ordered  to  make  known  the  real  Plea- 
iui  e  which  luch  a  Declaration  of  the  Sentiments  of  our  Court  had  occafioned.  I  do 
not  remember  any  Thing,  at  this  Time,  more  particular,  than  on  an  infinite 
Number  of  other  Occafions  j  neither  do  I  myfelf  comprehend  the  Motive  for 
heightening  this.  It  is  very  true,  that,  at  all  Times,  either  in  the  Reign  of  the 
ate  King  Don  Ferdinand, ,  or  in  that  of  the  prefent  King,  the  Spanifh  Miniders 
have  always  repeated  the  Defire  of  their  Court,  to  cultivate  the  mod  perfect 
Correfpondence  with  that  of  London.  My  Lord  Briftol  adds,  in  the  fame 
Article,  that  he  mud  not  omit  to  adiire,  that  no  Order  has  been  fent  for  aug¬ 
menting  the.  Fortifications  of  Gibraltar'.  This  does  not  furprize  the  King;  as 
he  has  not  given  Caufe  for  the  lead  Sufpicion  ;  and  he  would  be  no  more  fur- 
prized  at  the  contrary,  the  Englijh  being  no  lefs  Maders  to  augment  them 
than  the  King  is  to  do  it  in  his  own  Places, 

There  follows  another  Article,  wherein  my  Lord  Briftol  express,  that  the  Kino 
his  Mader  has  nothing  more  at  Heart,  than  to  drengthen  the  mod  cordial  and  the 
mod  lincere  Friend fhip  with  the  King,  and  that  he  does  not  doubt  of  meeting  with 
the  lame  Difpofitions  on  the  Part  of  Spain ;  for  there  is  nothing  more  evident 
man  the  mutual  Advantage  which  mud,  at  all  Times,  refult  to  the  Two  King¬ 
doms  from  fuch  a  Reciprocity.  All  this  Difcourfe  is  only  to  brincr  in,  after 
luch  a  Declaration,  that  it  ought  not  to  be  furprizing,  that  his  Court  wifhes 
-and  requires,  from  the  Spanijh  Miniders,  a  Communication  of  the  Treaty 
lately  concluded  between  the  King  and  his  mod  Chridian  Majedy,  or  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  that  relate  to  her.  You  know  how  eafy  it  would  be  for  the  King  to  o-iVe 
a  pofitive  Anfwer,  but  his  own  Dignity  hinders  him  from  it ;  confiderin^this 
Demand  as  a  necefiary  Condition  for  entering  upon  a  Negotiation  with  sS 

Tw  fn  HCeSMWhnh  they 0 ThaVefubfiftedalonSTime;withoUtwhich(hefays) 
wfn  t Vfh  17  pfifLIa^e  hlmfelf  to  enter  upon  a  Negotiation  with  Spain? 

Whoever  fhould  hear  talk  of  entering  upon  a  Negotiation,  would  believe,  that  it 

was  not  as  yet  begun,  and  that  our  Differences  had  never  been  fpoke  of.  It 
tvouh.1  alfo  be  thought,  that  a  Favour  was  done  us,  by  confidering  them  as  wor. 

8  thy 
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thy  of  a  Negotiation.  It  is  a  tery  Angular  Method  of  that  Miniftry,  not  to  men- 
tion  fo  many  Offices,  Memorials,  and  Conferences,  which  have  palled  within 
thefe  Six  Years,  and  particularly  after  the  King  fent  you  to  that  Court,  by  which 
both  our  juft  Pretenfions,  and  the  inconteftable  Right  of  our  Complaints, 
. are  proved  ;  always  confirming,  that  without  a  Reparation,  it  is  impoffible  to 
cement  the  good  Correfpondence  of  the  Two  Monarchies,  or  the  Friendfhip 
oi  the  Two  Sovereigns,  fo  worthy  of  the  Reciprocity  of  their  Efteem.  If  all 
that  we  have  fet  forth,  both  by  Word  of  Mouth,  and  in  Writing ;  if  all  the 
Anfwers  and  Replies  on  each  Side ;  in  a  Word,  if  fo  many  Proofs  with 

which  we  have  concluded,  are  not  called  a  Negotiation,  I  don’t  know  what 
can  be  one. 

My  Lord  Briftol  promifes,.  that,  if  the  King  makes  known  the  Exiftence, 
or  Nonexiftence,  of  the  laid  Treaty,  or  his  Engagements  relative  to  the 
Engiijh ,  the  King  his  Matter,  this  Obftacle  once  removed,  is  determined, 
without  Lois  of  Time,  to  enter  into  an  amicable  Difcuffion  of  the  Matters, 
which  make  the  Subject  of  the  Difputes  of  the  Two  Crowns ;  not  at  all 
doubting,  but  that  they  may  be  eafily  adjutted,  and  being,  convinced,  that 
a  reciprocal  and  extenfive  Confidence,  cannot  fail  to  fuggett  Expedients  to 
lave  the  Dignity  and  the  Honour  of  the  Two  Kings.  Even  what  his  Court 
pretends  to,  ought  not  to  be  confidered  as  of  great  Value  to  her,  fince  fhe 
only  offers  in  return,  what  we  are  tired  of  doing.  What  other  Difcuffion  of 
the  Matter  of  our  Difputes,  than  what  has  been  agitated,  during  fo  long 
a  Negotiation  j  what  other  Expedients  can  be  found,  to  fave  the  Honour 
and  Dignity  of  the  Two  Kings,  that  have  not  been  propofed,  and  exhaufted, 
in  a  Conteft  of  Six  Years  ?  and  if  any  are  found  at  London ,  Spain  well 
deferves,  by  the  Patience  with  which  fhe  has  purfued  her  Inttances,  and  with 
which  fhe  has  feen  the  various  Succeffes  of  the  Engiijh  in  this  War,  the  Cor¬ 
refpondence  of  declaring  them  to  her  without  Condition.  The  moft  noble 
Expedient,  and.  which  does  the  moft  Honour  to  Sovereigns,  and  to  thofe 
who  are  not  fo,  is  not  to  pofiefs,  without  Right,  the  Property  of  another  Perfon; 
to  reftore  it,  and  even  to  chaftife  the  Ufurpers,  without  waiting,  if  it  can  be’ 
till  the  Injured  demands  it.  & 

My  Lord  Briftol  ends,  with  an  Article  abfolutely  foreign  to  our  Affairs, 
by  declaring,  that  the  moft  perfed  Unanimity  reigns  in  the  Councils  of 
Great  Britain ;  and  that  the  King  is  refolved  to  pufh  the  War  with  all  poflible 
Vigour,  till  His  Enemies  will  iubmit  to  a  Peace,  fuitable  to  the  Succeffes 
of  the  Engiijh  Arms,  and  which  may  have  a  lolid  and  durable  Appearance. 
We  have  no  Idea  of  anfwering  diredly  to  this  Article  :  But  the  Two  Con¬ 
ditions,  which  the  Engiijh  defire  in  the  Peace,  clearly  contradid  themfelves, 
as  all  the  World  have  juft  feen.  Every  impartial  Perfon  will  decide,  that 
the  Conditions  which  have  been  offered  by  France ,  and  rejeded  by  England , 
were  not  difproportioned  to  the  Advantages  of  the  Englifh  Amis  ;  and  will 
attribute  their  Inadmiffion  to  other  Views,  which  ought  not.  to  be  indifferent 

to 
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to  the  other  Maritime  Powers,  and  who  pofiefs  Dominions  beyond  Sea  ;  and  will 
be  aitonifhed  to  fee,  that  England ,  who  wifhes  for  a  Peace  that  appears  folid 
and  durable,  is  angry,  however,  at  the  Infinuation  made  to  her  by  France 
reprefenting  to  her,  how  beneficial  it  would  be,  to  reconcile,  at  the  fame  Time* 

our  Differences,  in  order  to  avoid  the  Danger  of  recommencing  a  new  War* 
for  our  Afiifiance.  ’ 

My  Lord  Briftol  demanded  of  us  then,  by  another  Memorial,  if  France 
had  taken  that  Step  with  the  King’s  Confcnt ;  as  he  now  demands  of  us  if 
the  Treaty  with  France ,  exifts  or  not.  We  anfwered  him  fincerely,  yes* 
proving  to  him  the  Regularity  of  it :  And  we  added,  on  that  Occafion/to  the 
Exprefiions  of  that  Court,  on  the  good  Correfpondence  which  they  wifhed 
for,  how  much  they  were  efteemed  ;  but  that  it  was  neceffary,  that  the  Proofs 
of  the  Fad  fhould  accompany  them  ;  and,  as  if  fuch  a  Memorial  had  never 
been  given  on  our  Side,  and  entirely  forgetting  it,  another  is  prefented  to  us 
with  a  new  Demand,  with  the  former  general  Exprefiions,  and  with  fo  un¬ 
expected  a  Novelty,  as  the  Offer  to  enter  into  a  Negotiation,  fo  ftrongly 
difcuffed,  that  it  has  been  reduced,  during  your  Embafiy,  to  the  lafb  Yes  or 
to  the  laft  No.  ’ 

When  once  you  fhall  be  informed  of  all  that  I  have  juft  fet  forth,  you  may 
acquaint  that  Miniftry  of  it,  either  by  Word  of  Mouth,  or  in  Writing  in 
order  that  we  may  never  be  reproached,  for  not  having  anfwered  my 
Lord  Briftol  s  Memorial  ;  and  in  order  that  they  may  perceive  the  Irre¬ 
gularity  there  is,  that  the  King  fhould  always  fatisfy  their  Curiofity,  and  that 
his  juft  Demands  fhould  never  be  fatisfied. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Egremont  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol, 

dated  December  the  22 d,  1761. 

My  LORD , 

I  A  M  to  acquaint  your  Excellency,  that  it  is  reported  in  the  City,  that  Part 
of  Admiral  Holmes' s  Squadron  has  lately  feized  fome  Spanijh  Barks  at  Monte 
Chrifti ,  laden  with  Sugar,  &c.  and  has  treated  them  as  if  they  were  legal  Prize. 

Though  this  Intelligence  is  hitherto  unfupported  by  any  Information  which 
our  moft  diligent  Enquiries  can  colled:  at  the  Admiralty,  or  elfewhere,  yet  I  had 
the  King’s  Permifilon  to  fpeak  of  it  to  the  Conde  de  Fuentes ,  and  to  exprefs  His 
Majefty’s  Concern  upon  hearing  it;  to  which  I  added  His  Majefty’s  Afiurances, 
that  this  Matter  fhall  be  moft  ftridly  enquired  into  ;  and,  fhould  the  Fads  a  1- 
Jedged  prove  true,  not  a  Moment  fhall  be  loft  in  taking  fuch  Steps,  as,  it  is  not 
doubted,  will  thoioughly  fatisfy  his  Catholick  Majefty  with  regard  to  the  unju- 
flifiable  and  unauthorized  Condud  of  any  of  His  Servants  upon  this  Occafion : 
And  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  could  lead  to  a  fpeedy  and  thorough 

4  Knowledge 


Knowledge  of  this  Matter,  the  King  has  ordered  a  Ship  of  War  to-be  inline-, 
d lately  difpatched  to  the  Weft  Indies,  with  Direftions,  to  make  the  ftrifteft  Exa¬ 
mination  into  the  Foundation  for  this  Report,  that  fuch  farther  Steps  may  be 
taken  as  the  Cale  fhall  appear  to  require.  .  r  / 

It  is  in  order  to  prevent  the  malicious  Ufe  which  might  be  made  of  this 

mi^kyf,Anld,enr  ?ni.t0  fte,W  HTis  MaJefty’s  Readinefs  to  do  the  ftridteft  Ju- 

K,nf?-  that  *am  .^“^ed  to  tranfmit  to  your  Excellency, 
,,  1  T.'mp,  the  real  State  of  tins  Affair,;  not  doubting  but  your 

Excellency  w.thoimany  particular ‘Direftions  on  this  Head,  will,  at  this  criti¬ 
cal  Conjun&ure,  let  M.  Wall  fee,  in  a  true  Light,  and  in  it’s  full  Extent,  that 
it  is  not  more  the  invariable  and  fteady  Principle  of  His  Majefty’s  Conduft 
towards  the  Crown  of  Spam,  to  fupport  His  own  Dignity  and  the  juft  Rights 

r  i.jj  •  « A  \C  1S’  not  on]y  to  rec,rehs  a  real  Injury  done  to  his  Catlto- 

lick  Majelty  s  Subjedls,  but  even  to  prevent  a  Complaint. 


I  am,  (Jc. 

EGREMONT. 


<-  a. 


"•ij 


?ni 

Q 


snr 


Copy  of  ct  Letter  fi  om  the  Lari  of  Briflol  to  the  Karl  of  Egremont, 
dated  Madrid,  Dec.  the  nth ,  1761.  Received  December  the  z\th. 

My  LORD , 


^  I  ^  ^  ^  *s  °!jly  Method  I  am  allowed  to  take,  to  communicate  to  your 
{  JL  Dordjhip  my  Intention  of  fetting  out  as  foon  as  poffible  for  Lifbpn.  I 
have  obeyed  the  King’s  Commands.  By  the  Paper  marked  (A),  your  Lordfhip 

r5S;;  LS,  what  Was  mentioned  at  my  Firft  Conference  with  General 

JVcdh  by  that  with  the  Letter  (B),  what  paffed  at  our  Second  Interview  :  Copies 
ot  both  which  1  apers  the  Spani/h  Minifter  defired  he  might  have.  Thefe  Con 
ferences  were  the  6th  and  8th  Inftant.  General  Wall,  on  the  10th  at  NLht  fent 

m^/?Y0A^etJerS,  °^e  an  Copy  and  Tranllation  of  which  are  diftin- 

guimed  C  and  D\  the  other  by  a  private  Letter  in  his  own  Hand.  I  had 

prepared  fome  very  long  Difpatches  for  your  Lordlhip,  relating  all  Particulars, 
but  I  was  denied  Poft-horfes  to  fend  a  Meffenger,  even  to  afk  for  Paflports 
from  the  Court  of  Portugal ;  and  M.  de  Llanos ,  who  is  juft  gone  from  me  has 
owned,  in  the  moft  polite  Terms,  that  I  could  not,  by  any  Method,  fend  any 
Perfon  whatever  to  any  Part  of  Spain,  for  I  know  I  am  furrounded  with  their 
Spies.  1  would,  ft  it  were  poffible  forme,  fet  out  immediately  for  the  Fron¬ 
tiers  of  Portugal,  the  neareft  Town  of  which  Kingdom  is  240  Affiles  from 
hence;  and  fuch  are  the  Roads,  that  no  Carriage  can  go  it  under  Nine  Davs‘- 
but  l  am,  at  this  Moment,  and  have  been  fo?  fo  long,  fo  exceffively  ouf  of 
->rdei,  that,  wer^  a  to  attempt  getting  from  hence  even  fo  foon  as  I  could  get 

F  Mules, 
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• 

Mules,  which  all  thofe  who  furnifh  them  feem  to  try  to  delay  my  doing:  my 
deplorable  Situation  is  fuch,  that  I  Ihould  be  forced  to  flop  at  fome  Village  near 
Madrid,  without  being  able  to  get  forward  :  However,  I  have  tried  at°a  Me¬ 
thod  I  do  not  mention,  for  fear  of  this  Letter  being  decyphered,  to  convey  the 
whole  Intelligence  to  Admiral  Saunders ,  General  Parjlow ,  and  the  Confuls.  Mr. 
Porten ,  feeing  how  ill  lam,  has  promifed  to  fet  out  forthwith  for  UJbon\  and 
by  him  I  fhall  be  able  to  have  the  Letters  forwarded  which  I  have  now  ready. 
I  propofe  di (patching  a  Meflenger  when  I  do  get  into  Portugal ,  with  a  great 
Number  of  Letters  for  your  Lordfhip.  The  Meflenger  being  to  fet  out  fo  foon, 
I  have  not  Time  to  add  more. 

I  am,  &c. 

BRISTOL.  " 

x  '  '  A  '  '  S.  W*  j'ili  .  . 

Copy  of  Notes  given  to  General  Wall,  at  our  Firft  Conference,  the  6th 

December,  1761.  (A.) 

COUNT  of  Fuentes  accompanied  the  Catholick  King’s  Letter  to  His  Ma- 
jelly,  with  the  ftrongeft  Profeflions  of  Friendlhip  from  Spain. 

1  The  King’s  particular  Delicacy,  in  concerting  military  Plans,  to  avoid  any 
Hoftilities  towards  Objects  that  could  give  Umbrage  to  his  Catholick  Majefty. 

An  Anfwer  concerning  the  Treaty  ;  as  well  as  to  know  the  Intention  of 
Spain ,  with  regard  to  Great  Britain. 

Nothing  could  more  eflentially  give  real  Satisfaction  to  His  Majefty,  than 
rny' procuring  fuch  an  Anfwer,  as  might  contribute  to  the  Continuation  of  that 
friendly  Intercourfe,  which  it  is  not  more  the  Intereft  of  both  Crowns  to  main¬ 
tain,  than  it  is  the  King’s  fincere  Defire  to  cultivate. 


Copy  of  Notes  wrote  down  in  the  Ciofet  of  General  Wall,  and  given  by  me 
to  his  Excellency ,  Tuefday,  the  8 tb  December,  the  Day  of  our  Second 
Conference.  (B.j) 

r  r  -  r  -  _ 

WHether  the  Court  of  Madrid  intends  to  join  the  French ,  our  Enemies, 

to  ad  hoftilely  againft  Great  Britain?  or  to  depart,  in  any  Manner* 
from  its  Neutrality  ?  5 

A  categorical  Anfwer  is  expeded  to  thofe  Queftions  ;  otherwise,  a  Refufal 
to  comply  will  be  looked  upon  as  an  Aggreflion,  on  the  Part  of  Spain ,  and 
a  Declaration  of  War. 


General 
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General  Wall,  B.  Retiro,  io  Dec.  1761.  Translation.  (D.) 

Moll  Excellent  Lord: 

My  LORD , 

OUR  Excellency  having  exprefled  to  me,  the  Day  before  Yefterdav  and 
—  .  being  even  pleafed  to  put  in  Writing,  That  you  had  Orders  to  i 
pofitive  and  categorical  Anfwer  to  the  Queltion,  Spain  thought  of  joining 
herfelf  with  France  aga.nft  England?  Dedaring,  at  the  fame  Thne  that  'ou 
fliould  look  upon  tlie  Retulal  as  a  Declaration  of  War;  and  that  you  would 
in  confequence,  leave  this  Court.  The  Spirit  of  Haughtinefs  and  of  D,fcord’ 

kind  ' ftMlUred  thipncon^e.ral:e  Step,  and  which,  for  the  Misfortune  of  Mao¬ 
ri  ’ .  „  re‘gns  fo  much  in  the  Britijh  Government,  is  what  made,  in  the 
lame  Inftant,  the  Declaration  of  War,  and  attacked  the  King’s  Dignity.  Your 
Excellency  may  think  of  retiring  when,  and  in  the  Manner,  is  convenient 
you  ;  which  is  the  only  Anlwer  that,  without  detaining  you,  his  Maiefty 
has  ordered  me  to  give  you.  The  Indifpofition  your  Excellency  faw  me  in 
fcarce  permitted  me  to  go  to  receive  the  King’s  Commands.  .  7  ’ 

.  j  y  >'our  Excellency  carry  away  with  you  all  the  Happinefs  which  corre¬ 
ct  A  and  the  conftant  Remembrance  of  the  fm- 

l![fe,Aff  h  Wh‘Ch  1  am’  pray,nS  God  for  the  long  Prefervation  of  your 

Buen  Retiro,  10  Dec.  ij6i. 

Moll  Excellent  Lord,  I  kifs  your  Excellency’s  Hands, 

.  ' ,  "t  4  r  *  L  i  >  L  ■  • '  '  .  •*•*»,  ,  '  e  f 

4  •’  -  ■  1.  .  -  *•  4  y  1  , 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


Don  RICARDO  WALL. 

T  *  '  ,  <  \  ■  r  .  >  .-x  r.  r  .  V  J 

Private,  General  Wall,  Madrid,  10  Dec.  1761.  Tranjlation. 

My  LORD, 

MY  Uneafinefs,  ever  fince  die  Moment  that  your  Excellency  communicated 
to  me  the  Orders  which  you  have  received  from  you/cTrt  has  not 
permitted  me  to  delay,  any  longer,  your  Excellency’s  Inftances,  full  of  Atten- 

m°ntbarKinbhamvb|\r  i  n0tWfthilaTin?>rnylIndilporuion)  t0  8ive  an  Account 
to  the  Kina,  my  Mailer,  of  the  laft  Queftions  which  you  have  been  ordered 

to  put  to  my  Court.  } 


F  2 


Your 
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Your  Excellency  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed  Letter,  what  are  his  Majefty’s 
Sentiments  •,  you  know  mine  for  your  Perfon.  I  hope  to  have  the  Honour  of 
feeing  you,  and  confirming  to  you  again,  byWord  of  Mouth,  the  Efteem  and 
the  Refped  with  which  I  am  perfectly, 

t  ^  -*  •*  .  *  j.  a 

My  LORD,  -  ■ 

,  T  -  .%  .  *  ,  r?  -  rfT  f."  T  7  f 

J  ‘  ^  f/;.  -  i  V  Y 

Your  Excellency’s  moft  Obedient 

and  moil  Plumble  Servant, 

WALL.* 


T  * 


(T 


of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont 
dated  Madrid,  Nov.  30,  ij6i.  Received  -Dec.  25. 


(  Aly  LORD, 

*  ^  *  e.  ‘  '  f  -  ~  *  r*  ' ' 

I  Was  honoured  with  your  Lordlhip's  Letter  of  the  6th  Inftant.  by  the  laffc 
Poll  >  and  I  received,  inclpfed  therein,  His  Majefty’s  moft  Gracious  Speech 
to  both  Hoiifes  of  Parliament,  together  with  a  Copy  of  the  Motion  made 
m  the  Houle  of  Peers  to  addrefs  the  King  on  that  Occafion  •,  in  which  I  had 
the  fincere  Pleafure  of  obferving  the  warmeft  Returns  of  Duty  and  Gratitude 
exprefted  towards  our  Sovereign,  for  the  repeated  Marks  of  Royal  Care  and 
Afteftion,  which  we  have  all  experienced  fince  His  Majefty’s  happy  Acceffioii 
to  the  Throne. 

Altho’  M.  Wall  had  received  the  King’s  Speech  from  the  Count  of  Fuentes, 
yet  I  read  it  over  with  his  Excellency  p  who  told  me,  he  did  not  doubt  of  it’s 
gi ving  as  much  Satisfaction  in  E^nfand,  as  it  had  met  with  Approbation 
Abroad,  from  the  great  Candour  and  Moderation  which  was  difplayed  through¬ 
out-  the  Whole.  ~ 

Your  Lordfhip  will,  I  flatter  myfelf,  do  me  the  Juftice  to  believe,  that  my 
not  difpatching  an  Anfwer  to  your  important  Difpatch  of  the^Sth  paftj  does 
not  proceed  from  any  Dilatortriefs  in'  me.  I  hhve  frequently  leen  M!  T/Y//, 
and  have  as  often  entered  into  Difcourfe  concerning  what  was  fp  particularly 
recommended  by  your  Lordfhip  ;  yet  the  Spanijh  Minifter  has,  iht&erto^  cautl- 
oufiy  avoided  difclofing  the  Sentiments  of  this  Court ;  a  Ik  dying,-  that  lie  expedled 
fiiortly  to  receive  the  Cathoiick  King’s  Commands  to  acquaint  me  with  the 
Refolutions  of  Spain ,  relative  to  my  Applications  :  And  his  Excellency  a/fured 

ff '  ’  ^  Meeting,  it  would  not  be  long  before  he  fliould  enable  me  to 

fend  Home  a  Meffenger.  •  ,  Y: 

.nao  '  a  :  cj 

k  1* 

Orders 


/ 


[  -45  ] 

,  °rd,ers  haw  been  tranfmkted  to  Cadiz,  for  the  fortifying  of  the  Caracca  in 
Aat  Neighbourhood.  Two  large  Spanijh  Ships  of  the  Line  arrived  Jately'there' 
with  .Naval  Stores,  from  the  Corunna.  _  7  ’ 


!  t  »  l  . 


.  i 


I  am,  iFc. 

BRISTOL. 


‘Tranjlatim  f  a  Note  delivered  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont,  by  the  Count  de 

Faentes.  December  25th,  1761. 

iIME-CoUnt,  de  the  9at!lolick  Kins’s  Ambaflador  to  His  Britannick 

•  •  r.  llas  Juft  received  a  Courier  Jrom  his  Court,  by  whom  he 

.  rn  otmed,  that  my  Lord.  Briftcl,  His  Britannick  Majefty. ’s  Ambaflador  at 
the  Court  of  Madrid,  has  faid  to  his  Excellency  Mr.  Wall ,  Minifter  of  State, 
I  uae  he  had  Orders  to  demand  a  pofitive  and  categorical  Anfwer  to  this 
Queihon,  ^ If  Spain  things  of  allying  herfelf  with  France  againft  Eng- 
land  -  and  to  oeclare,  at  tne  fame  Time,  that  he  fliould  take  a  Refufal  to 
his  Demand  ior  an  Aggreflion  and  Declaration  of  War;  and  that  he  fliould, 
ip  eonfequence,  be  obhgfed  to  retire  from  the  Court  of  Spain.  The  above 
Mimfler  of  State  anlwered  him,  That  Rich  a  Step  could  only  be  fuggefted 

Haughnnefs  and  of  Difcord,  which,  for  the  Misfortune 
of  lankind,  frill  reigns  but  too  much  in  the  Britijh  Government  ;  That 
it  was  in  that  very  Moment  that  the  War  was  declared,  and  the  Kino’s 

Dignity  violently  attacked  :  That  he  might  retire  how  and  when  he  fliould 
think  proper. 

I  lie  Count  de  Fuentes  is,  in  confequen.ee,  ordered  to  leave  the  Court  and 
,.r°™m0nS  ot  England-,  and  to  declare  to  the  Britijh  King,  to  the 
Enghjh  Nation  and  to  the  whole  Univerfe,  That  the  Horrors  into  which 
the  Spanyh  and  Englijo  Nations  are  going  to  plunge  themfelves,  muft  let 
attributed  on.y  to  the  Pride,  and  to  the  unmeafurable  Ambition,  of  him 
vrlio  lias  11c. d  the  Reins  of  the  Government,  and  who  appears  Rill  to  hold 
them,  although  by  another  Hand  :  That  if  his  Catholkk  Majefty  excufed 
himielf  from  anfwermg  on  the  Treaty  in  Queftion,  between  his  Catholick 
Majefty,  and  his  Molt  Chriftian  Majefty,  which  is  believed  to  have  been 
figned  tne  15th  of  Augufl ,  and  wherein  it  is  pretended  there  are  Condi 
tions  relative  to  England ,  he  had  very  good  Reafons  ;  Firft,  The  KinT* 
Dignity  required  him  to  manifeft  his  juft  Refentmenc  of  the  little  Manage” 
ment,  or  to  fpeak  more  properly,  of  the  infulting  Manner,  with  which  "all 
the  Affairs  of  Spam  have  been  treated  during  Mr.  Pin’s  Adminiftration  • 
who,  finding  himfelf  convinced  of  .the  Juftice  which  fupported  the  Kino-  in 
His  Pretenfions,  his  ordinary  and  laft  Anfwer  was,  That  he  would  not  relax 
in  any  Thing,  till  the  Tower  of  London  was  taken  Sword  in  Hand. 

3  Beiidesi 
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Befides,  his  Majefty  was  much  fhocked  to  hear  the  haughty  and  imperious 
Tone,  with  which  the  Contents  of  the  Treaty  were  demanded  of  him. 
the  Refpedt,  due  to  Royal  Majefty,  had  been  regarded,  Explanations  might 
have  been  had  without  any  Difficulty  :  The  Minifters  of  Spain  might  have 
laid  Rankly  to  thofe  of  England ,  what  the  Count  de  Fuentes ,  by  the  King’s 
exprefs  Order,  declares  publickly,  viz.  That  the  laid  Treaty  is  only  a  Con¬ 
vention  between  the  Family  of  Bourbon,  wherein  there  is  nothing  which 
has  the  leaft  Relation  to  the  prefent  War  :  That  there  is  in  it  an  Arti¬ 
cle  lor  the  mutual  Guaranty  of  the  Dominions  of  the  Two  Sovereigns  ; 
but  it  is  1  pec i Bed  therein,  that  that  Guaranty  is  not  to  be  underflood  but 
of  the  Dominions  which  fhull  remain  to  France ,  after  the  prefent  War 
lliall  be  ended  :  That  although  his  Catholick  Majefty  might  have  had  Reafon 
to  think  himfelf  offended,  by  the  irregular  Manner  in  which  the  Memo¬ 
rial  was  returned  to  M.  de  Buffy  Mmifter  of  France ,  which  he  had  pre¬ 
ferred,  for  terminating  the  Differences  of  Spain  and  England ,  at  the  lame 
Time  with  the  War  between  This  laft  and  France ,  he  has  however  dif- 
fembled  ;  and  from  an  Effeft  of  his  Love  of  Peace,  caufed  a  Memorial 
to  be  delivered  to  my  Lord  Briftol ,  wherein  it  is  evidently  demonitrated, 
that  the  Step  of  France ,  which  put  the  Minifter  Pitt  into  fo  bad  Humour, 
did  not  at  all  offend  either  the  Laws  of  Neutrality,  or  the  Sincerity  of  the 
Two  Sovereigns  :  That  further,  from  a  frefh  Proof  of  his  pacific  Spirit, 
the  King  of  Spain  wrote  to  the  King  of  France ,  his  Coufin,  That  if  the 
LTnion  ot  Interefl,  in  any  Manner  retarded  the  Peace  with  England ,  he  c»n- 
fented  to  feparate  himfelf  from  it,  not  to  put  any  Obftacle  to  fo  great 
a  Happinefs.  But  it  was  foon  feen  that  this  was  only  a  Pretence,  on  the 
Part  of  the  Engli/h  Minifter  :  For,  That  of  France ,  continuing  his  Negotiation, 
without  making  any  Mention  of  Spain ,  and  propofing  Conditions  very  ad¬ 
vantageous  and  honourable  for  England ,  the  Minifter  Pitt ,  to  the  great 
Aftoniffiment  of  the  Univerfe,  rejefted  them  with  Difdain  •  and  fhewed,  at 
the  fame  Time,  his  Ill-will  againft  Spain ,  to  the  Scandal  of  the  fame  Bri - 
lijlo  Council  ^  and  unfortunately  he  has  fucceeded  but  too  far  in  his  perni¬ 
cious  Defign. 

This  Declaration  made,  the  Count  de  Fuentes  defires  his  Excellency,  my  Lord 
Egremont ,  to  prefent  his  moft  humble  Refpebls  to  His  Britannick  Majefty  ; 
and  to  obtain  for  him  Paffports,  and  all  other  Facilities,  for  him,  his  Fa¬ 
mily,  and  all  his  Retinue,  to  go  out  of  the  Dominions  of  Great  Britain , 
without  any  Trouble,  and  to  go  by  the  fhort  Paffage  of  the  Sea,  which 
feparates  them  from  the  Continent. 


Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from_  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  Madrid,  Dec.  7,  1761.  Received  Dec.  29. 

My  LORD, 

-  •*  *  4'  •  | 

I  Received  laft  Poft  the  Honour  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Letter  of  the  17th  of 
Nov.  inclofing  the  Addrefs,  prefented  the  preceding  Day  to  His  Ma- 
jefly,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  wherein  the  very  warm  and  affeCtion- 
ate  Affurances  of  their  Zeal  for  the  King’s  Service,  and  Refolutions  to  fup- 
port  His  Majefly  with  the  utmoft  Vigour,  in  the  Profecution  of  the  War, 
were  fo  fatisfaClorily  evident  to  all  His  Majefly’s  dutiful  Servants,  and  Sub¬ 
jects.  You  cannot  doubt,  my  Lord,  of  my  having  carried  the  Addrefs  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Wall-,  his  Excellency  read  it  over  before  me  with  Attention,  and  after¬ 
wards  faid,  That  it  was  full  of  a  right  and  proper  Zeal ;  at  the  fame  Time, 
that  it  was  truly  dutiful  and  affeClionate ;  adding,  that  he  was  perfuaded,  the 
King  would  always  experience  from  his  molt  faithful  Commons,  the  like  Sen¬ 
timents,  at  which  he  fhould  ever  truly  rejoice. 

The  Patriarch  of  the  Indies  received  laft  Saturday  the  Cardinal’s  Cap  from 
Rome ,  having  been  named  to  that  Dignity  by  His  Catholick  Majefly  :  His 
Eminence  is  Brother  to  the  Duke  of  Medina  Celi ,  and  now  is  Riled  Cardinal 
de  la  Cerda . 

The  Meffenger  Potter  arrived  here  the  5th  Inflant  at  Night,  and  brought  me 
the  Honour  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Difpatches  of  the  19th  pad.  I  faw  M.  Wall 
the  6th  in  the  Morning,  who  was  confined  to  his  Room,  by  an  Accident  that 
had  happened  to  one  of  his  Feet.  We  had  a  very  long  Conference  upon  the 
SubjeCl  of  your  Lordfhip’s  Letters  ;  and  his  Excellency  has  this  Day  wrote  to 
acquaint  me,  with  his  Defire  of  my  returning  to  him  to-morrow  Morning  •,  fo 
that  I  expeCt  to  be  able  to  difpatch  this  Meffenger  to  England  in  a  few  Days, 

I  am,.  CtV, 

B  R  ISTOL, 


L’ranfation  of  the  Anfwer  delivered  to  the  Count  de  Fuentes,  by  the 

Earl  of  Egremont,  Dec.  31,  1761. 

TH  E  Earl  of  Egremont ,  His  Britannick  Majefty’s  Secretary  of  State,  hav¬ 
ing  received  from  his  Excellency  the  Count  de  Fuentes ,  Ambaffador  of 
the  Catholick  King  at  the  Court  of  London ,  a  Paper,  in  which,  befides  the 
Notification  of  his  Recall,  and  the  Demand  of  the  neceffary  Paflports  to  go 
out  of  the  King’s  Dominions,  he  has  thought  proper  to  enter  into  what  has 
2  *  juft 


juft  patted  between  the  Two  Courts,  with  a  View  to  make  That  of  London  ap¬ 
pear  as  the  Source  of  all  the  Misfortunes  which  may  infue  from  the  Rupture 
which  has  happened.  In  order  that  no  body  may  be  milled,  by  the  Declaration 
which  his  Excellency  has  been  pleafed  to  make  to  the  King,  to  the  Englijh  Na¬ 
tion,  and  to  the  whole  Univerie  ;  notwithftanding  the  Infinuation,  as  void  of 
Foundation  as  of  Decency,  of  the  Spirit  of  Haughtinefs  and  of  Dffcord, 
which  his  Excellency  pretends  reigns  in  the  Britijh  Government,  to  the.  Mitt 
fortune  of  Mankind  •,  and,  notwithftanding  the  Irregularity  ar.d  Indecency  of 
appealing  to  the  Englijh  Nation,  as  if  it  could  be  ieparated  from  it’s  King, 
for  whom  the  moft  determined  Sentiments  of  Love,  of  Duty,  and  of  Conh- 
dence,  arc  engraved  in  the  Hearts  of  all  his  Subjeds  ;  the  laid  Earl  of 
Egrenumt ,  by  llis  Majefty’s  Order,  laying  afide,  in  this  Anfwer,  all  Spirit  of 
Declamation,  and  of  Harfhnefs,  avoiding  every  offenfive  Word,  which  might 
hurt  the  Dignity  ot  Sovereigns,  without  Hooping  to  Invectives  againft  private 
Perfons,  will  confine  himfelf  to  Facts  with  the  moft  fcrupulous  Exadnels  : 
And  it  is  from  this  Reprefentation  of  Fads,  that  he  appeals  to  all  Europe , 
and  to  the  whole  Univerie,  for  the  Purity  of  the  King’s  Intentions,  and  for 
the  Sincerity  ot  the  Withes  His  Majefty  has  not  ceafed  to  make,  as  well  as  for 
the  Moderation  He  has  always  thewed,  though  in  vain,  tor  the  Maintenance  of 
Friend  (hip  and  good  Underftanding,  between  the  Britijh  and  Spamjh  Nations. 

The  King  having  received  undoubted  Informations,  That  the  Court  of 
Madrid  had  lecretly  contraded  Engagements  with  that  of  Verfailles ,  which  the 
Minifters  of  France  laboured  to  reprefent,  in  all  the  Courts  of  Europe ,  as 
oftenfive  to  Great  Britain  ;  and  combining  thele  Appearances  with  the  Step 
which  the  Court  of  Spain  had,  a  little  Time  before,  taken,  towards  His  Ma¬ 
jefty,.  in  avowing  it’s  Confent,  (though  that  Avowal  had  been  followed  by 
Apologies)  to  the  Memorial  prefented  the  23d  of  July ,  by  the  Sieur  de  Bujjy , 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King,  to  the  King’s  Secretary 
ot  State;  and  His  Majefty  having  afterwards  received  Intelligence,  fcarce  ad¬ 
mitting  a  Doubt,  ot  I  roops  marching,  and  of  Military  Preparations  mak¬ 
ing  in  all  the  Ports  of  Spain ,  judged  that  Flis  Dignity,  as  well  as  His  Prudence, 
required  Him  to  order  His  Ambaflador  at  the  Court  of  Madrid ,  by  a  Dilpatch 
dated  the  28th  of  October ,  to  demand,  in  Terms  the  moft  meafured,  however, 
and  the  moft  amicable,  a  Communication  of  the  Treaty  recently  concluded 
between  tne  Courts  ol  IVIadrid  and  l  erjailles  ^  or,  at  leaft,  ot  the  Articles  which 
might  1  elate  to  the  Intereft  (ft  Great  Britain  ;  And,  in  order  to  avoid  every 
thing  which  could  be  thought  to  imply  the  leaft  Slight  of  the  Dignity,  or 
t>vtM  ^1C  Delicacy,  ot  his  Catholick  Majefty,  the  Earl  of  Brijiol  was  autho¬ 
rized  to  content  himfelt  with  Aflurances,  in  cafe  the  Catholick  King  offered 
to  give  any,  that  the  laid  Engagements-  did  not  contain  any  Thing  that  was 
conti ary  to  the  Friendfhip  which  lubfifted  between  the  Two  Crowns,  or  that 
was  prejudicial  to  the  Interefts  ot  Great  Britain ,  luppofing  that  any  Difficulty 
was  made,  ot  Incwing  the  I  reaty.  The  King  could  not  give  a  lefs  equivocal 
Proof,  of  His  Depenuance  on  the  good  Faith  of  the  Catholick  King,  than  in 

fhewino 


dewing  him.  an  unbounded  Confidence  in  fo  important  an  Affair,  and  which 
io  eflentmlly  interefted  His  own  Dio-nity  the  Good  of  Hie  Y;nr,A  .  fn 

Happinefs  of  His  People.  °  b  Hls  Kl,1Sdoms-  and  the 

How  great  then  was  the  King’s  Surprize,  when,  inftead  of  receiving  the 
JF  Satisfaftion  which  He  had  a  Right  to  expeft.  He  learnt  from  His  Ambaf- 
,  01  ’  ,t!lat’  having  adc, refled  himfelf  to  the  Minifter  of  Spain  for  that  Purpofe 
he  could  only  draw  from  him  a  Refufal,  to  give  a  fatisfadory  Anfwer  to  His 

1/  '|U|"  -  oquifitions,  which  lie  had  accompanied  with  Terms  that 
b.eadred  nothing  but  Haughtinefs,  Animofity,  and  Menace,  and  which  feera- 
ed  fo  ftrongly  to  verify  the  Sufpicions  of  the  unamicable  Difpofition  of  the 
Court  or  Spam,  that  nothing  lefs  than  His  Majefty’s  Moderation  and  His 
Refolution  taken  to  make  all  the  Efforts  poffible,  to  avoid  the  Misfortunes 
infeparable  from  a  Rupture,  could  determine  Him  to  make  a  laft  Trial,  by 
giving  Oiders  to  His  Ambaffador,  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  the  Minifter  of  Spain, 

Thar  of  r”  t0  mform.hlt”.of  the  Intentions  of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  towards 
J h  t  /  Great  Britain,  in  this  Conjunfture,  if  they  had  taken  Engagements,  or 
formed  the  Defign  to  join  the  King’s  Enemies  in  the  prefent  War,  or  to 
f  part,  in  any  Manner  from  the  Neutrality  they  had  hitherto  obferved ;  and 
o  make  That  Minifter  fenfible,  that,  if  they  perfifted  in  refufing  all  Sa¬ 
tisfaction,  on  Demands  fo  juft,  fo  neceffary,  and  fo  interefting,  the  Kino-  could 
not  but  confider  fuch  a  Refufal  as  the  mod  authentick  Avowal,  that  Spain  had 
aken  her  Part,  and  that  there  only  remained  for  His  Majefty  to  take  the 
Meafures,  which  His  Royal  Prudence  lhould  dictate,  for  the  Honour  and  Dignity 

Pr0“a“  rf  Hi!  Peopie  -  “  » 

Cnhappily  for  the  publick  Tranquility,  for  the  Intereft  of  the.  Two  Na¬ 
tions,  and  for  the  Good  of  Mankind,  this  laft  Step  was  as  fruitlefs  as  the 
preceding  Ones  ;  Th t  Spanifh  Minifter,  keeping  no  further  Meafures,  anfwered 

tnli’  v  was  m  Tl}a\verY  Moment,  that  the  War  was  declared,  and 

le  mg  s  igmty  attacked,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Briftol  might  retire,  how, 
and  when,  he  lhould  think  proper.” 

And  in  order  to  fet  in  its  true  Light,  the  Declaration,  “  That,  if  the  Re- 
fpedl  due  to »  his  Catholick  Majefty  had  been  regarded.  Explanations  might 
have  been  had  without  any  Difficulty;  and  that  the  Minifters  of  Spain 
might  have  faid  Rankly,  as  M.  de  Fuent.es  y  by  the  King’s  exprefs  Order  de¬ 
clares  pubhckly  That  the  faid  Treaty  is  only  a  Convention  between  the 
family  oi  Bourbon ;  wherein  there  is  nothing  which  has  the  leaft  Relation 
to  the  prefent  War ;  and  that  the  Guaranty,  which  is  therein  fpecified  is 

n0t  \°  t  U"0od  °f  theDominions  which  ffiall  remain  to  France  af- 
r^r  ^  r  1'  i  lt  1S  declared,  that,  very  far  from  thinking  of  being  wanting 
to  the  Refpeft  acknowledged  to  be  due  to  Crowned  Heads,  the  Initiation! 
given  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol  have  always  been,  to  make  the  Requifitions  on  the 
Subjeft  of  the  Engagements  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Ver failles, ,  with 
a  the  Decency,  and  all  the  Attention  poffible  :  And  the  Demand  of  a  cateo-o- 
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rical  Anfwer  was  not  made,  till  after  repeated  and  the  moft  Ringing  Refufals 
to  give  the  lead  Satisfaction,  and  at  the  laft  Extremity.  Therefore,  if  the 
Court  of  Spain  ever  had  the  Defign  to  give  this  fo  necelTary  Satisfaction,  they 
had  not  the  leaf!  Reafon  that  ought  to  have  engaged  them  to  defer  it  to  the 
Moment  when  it  could  no  longer  be  of  ufe.  But,  fortunately,  the  Terms  in 
which  the  Declaration  is  conceived,  fpare  us  the  Regret  of  not  having  received 
it  fooner  •,  for  it  appears,  at  firft  Sight,  that  the  Anfwer  is  not  at  all  conform¬ 
able  to  the  Demand.  We  wanted  to  be  informed.  If  the  Court  of  Spain  in¬ 
tended  to  join  the  French ,  our  Enemies,  to  make  War  on  Great  Britain  \  or  to 
depart  from  their  Neutrality  ?  Whereas  the  Anfwer  concerns  one  Treaty  only, 
which  is  faid  to  be  of  the  1 5th  of  Auguft  *,  carefully  avoiding  to  fay  the  leaf! 
Word  that  could  explain,  in  any  Manner,  the  Intentions  of  Spain  towards 
Great  Britain ,  or  the  further  Engagements  they  may  have  contracted  in  the  pre- 
fent  Crifis. 

After  a  Deduction  as  exaCt  as  faithful  of  what  has  paffed  between  the  T wo 
Courts,  it  is  left  to  the  impartial  Publick  to  decide,  which  of  the  Two  has 
always  been  inclined  to  Peace,  and  which  was  determined  on  War. 

As  to  the  reft,  the  Earl  of  Egremont  has  the  Plonour  to  acquaint  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  the  Count  de  Fuentes ,  by  the  King’s  Order,  That  the  necelTary  Paff- 
ports  for  him  fball  be  expedited  ;  and  that  they  will  not  fail  to  procure  him 
all  poffible  Facilities  for  his  PalTage  to  the  Port  which  he  lhall  think  molt 
convenient. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
Mojl  Secret.  Dated  Madrid,  Dec.  6,  1761.  Received  Jan.  9,  1762. 

My  LORD , 

I  Took  the  earlieft  Opportunity,  after  receiving  the  Honour  of  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  Difpatches  of'  the  28th  of  Oflober,  of  informing  General  Wall^  how- 
particularly  His  Majefly  had  expreffed  His  Royal  Satisfaction  at  hearing  the 
Declarations,  which  had  been  made  to  me  by  his  Excellency,  of  the  Catho- 
lick  King’s  Intentions  to  cultivate  a  dole  Correfpondence  with  His  Majefly  ; 
and  I  told  the  Spanijh  Minifter,  I  could  then  authentically  affure  him,  that  no 
Orders  had  been  iffued  for  augmenting  the  Fortifications  at  Gibraltar. 

After  dwelling  upon  the  King’s  Readinefs  to  come  to  a  fpeedy  Adjuft- 
ment  of  all  the  Differences  fubfilling  between  the  Two  Courts,  my  Difcourfe 
naturally  led  towards  a  Repetition  of  thofe  Profelfions  I  had,  on  former  Occa- 
fions,  fo  frequently  made  ufe  of,  to  convince  the  Spanijh  Secretary  of  State,  that 
the  King  had  nothing  more  at  Heart,  than  to  continue,  and,  if  poffible,  to  aug¬ 
ment,  that  Friendfhip  and  Cordiality,  which  His  Majefly  fmcerely  felt  for  the 
Catholick  King  ;  not  doubting,  but  that  the  like  Difpofition,  together  with  a 
fuitable  Return  from  Spain ,  would  be  the  correfponding  EffeCt  of  fuch  an 
Avowal  of  FI  is  Majefty’s  Sentiments.  After 
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wirh^  °PeninTS  Tfdf  in  ,this  banner,  I  obferved,  bow  confiftent  it  was 
ttrn™  Iv  i  Intelhgence  thac  had  fo  long  united  Two  friendly  Courts,  reci- 
Malir/nf  T'l!'16!  m“v°r  t0  rem°ve,  any  Uneafineffes,  which  the  Envy  and 
M  , ,  fr,  1  hlrd  might  endeavoi'r  to  fow  in  the  Minds  of  either  of  thole 
amicable  Powers.  1  herefore,  after  France  had  fo  openly,  as  well  as  indu- 

rioufly,  aflerted  throughout  Europe ,  and  but  with  too  much  Succefs  That 

conreauence0of  aeT°Wt  f  in  the  prefent  War  againft  England,  in 

iZrV  l  ?  acly  concluded  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and 

n°r  COuId  ^  be  deemed  unreafonabl 

of  Lt  7  10Uld  ,defire  a  Communication  of  that  Treaty;  or,  at  lead, 

futh  Articles,  as  might  be  deemed  to  relate,  either  now  or  hereafter  im¬ 
mediately  or  mdire&ly,  to  the  Interefts  of  Great  Britain :  I  took  Care  to  ex- 
plain,  that  the  preffing  Inftances  I  was  ordered  to  make,  did  not  proceed 

fb?n1mny  ?,!■!  mr  the  KlnS’  of  the  reiterated  Affurances  of  Spain’s  Friend- 
fhip  tow  aids  England,  conveyed  fo  authentically  through  me,  nor  from  a  Suf- 

picion  of  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  entering  into  any  Engagements  of  a  hoftile 
Natuie  again  ft  the  King,  after  all  the  cordial  Profeffions  which  had  been 
made  ufe  of  fo  much ,  to  the  contrary;  yet  the  pofitive  Language  of  our 
Enemies,  and  their  boaftmg  Affertions,  were  fuch,  that  it  was  highly  expedient 
to  flop  the  unfavourable  Impreffions  they  had  occafioned  at  other  Courts  ;  there¬ 
in6  the  King  judged  it  to  be  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  the  Dignity  of  His 
Crown,  and  not  lefs  fo  for  the  Interefts  of  His  People,  to  require  an  Expla¬ 
nation  relative  to  a  Report. fo  univerfally  credited,  before  His  Maiefty  could 
confent  to  proceed  in  a  Negotiation  with  this  Court,  towards  a  juft  and  equi¬ 
table  Regulation  of  our  long  depending  Differences  :  Befides,  as  Spain  had 
regularly  received  extenfive  Communications  of  all  His  Majefty’s  Alliances  or 
Connections,  an  unfriendly  Referve  towards  the  King,  concerning  a  Treatv  fo 
recently  concluded  between  this  Court  and  that  of  France,  His  Majefty’s  de¬ 
clared  as  we  l  as  inveterate  Enemy,  would  unavoidably  prevent  any  candid 
and  impartial  Difcuffion  of  the  Claims,  Rights,  or  Differences,  of  the  Two 
Kingdoms  ;  yet,  this  Obftade  once  removed,  His  Majefty  was  determined, 
without  Lois  of  Time,  to  diicufs,  in  the  moft  open  and  cordial  Manner,  the 
feveral  Difputes  of  both  Crowns;  not  doubting,  but  that  a  mutual  Confi¬ 
dence  would  indicate  Expedients,  which,  whilft  they  faved  the  Dignity  and 
Honour  of  both  Kings,  would  naturally  point  out  the  Method  of  adiuftina- 
Matters  to  the  mutual  Satisfa&ion,  the  reciprocal  Contentment,  and,  confe- 
quently,  the  permanent  Advantage,  of  both  Nations. 

As  the  French  Partifans  had  fo  fuccefsfully  perfuaded  many  confiderable 
Perfons  at  this  Court  that  the  Spirit  of  the*  War  would  fubfide  by  the  late 
Change  in  the  Englifh  Miniftry,  that  Difunion  and  an  unconne&ed  Syftem 
now  prehded  amongft  the  feveral  Members  who  compofe  the  prefent  Ad- 
miniftration;  I  thought  it  highly  incumbent  upon  me,  to  mention  the  thorough 
Harmony  and  perfed  Unanimity  which  fubfifted  in  His  Majefty’s  Council’s, 
together  with  the  fettled  Determination  to  carry  on  the  War  with  Vigour 

C  2  altho5 
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altho’  His  Majefty,  from  His  great  Clemency  and  unequalPd  Moderation, 
continued  to  be  uniformly  dilpofed  to  put  a  Stop  to  the  dreadful  Calami¬ 
ties  of  War,  as  foon  as  the  King  could  perceive  His  Enemies  were  inclin¬ 
ed  to  agree  to  iuch  Terms,  as  the  Honour  of  Elis  Crown,  and  the  Succefs 
of  His  Majefty’s  Forces,  naturally  claimed  ;  without  which  there  could  be 
no  Profpebt  of  a  lading,  folid  Peace,  fuch  as  might  infure  Mankind  from 
the  dreadful  Calamities  fo  many  Nations  had,  during  the  prefent  War,  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  different  Parcs  of  the  World. 

For  greater  Accuracy,  and  to  avoid  blending  my  own  Difcourfe  with  the 
SpaniJJj  Minifter’s  Reafonings,  I  have  united,  in  the  former  Part  of  this  Let¬ 
ter,  the  chief  Subffance  ot  what  I  advanced  in  our  feveral  Conferences  j  and 
will  now  proceed  to  relate  the  principal  Tenor  of  M.  IValV s  Arguments, 
without  intermixing  any  of  my  Anfwers  thereto,  in  order  to  obviate  any  Ap¬ 
pearance  of  Confufion. 

His  Excellency  firft  mentioned  his  having  received  the  Catholick  King’s 
Commands  to  affure  me,  how  agreeable  it  was  to  this  Court,  to  find  the 
Uprightnefs  and  Moderation  of  Spam  was  acknowledged,  where  it  had  given 
fo  much  Satisfaction  :  he  added,  his  not  recollecting  the  particular  Dates 
of  thofe  Times,  when  his  Excellency  had  affured  me  of  the  fincere  Difpofitions 
of  his  Catholick  Majefty,  to  cultivate  the  clofeft  Correfpondence  with  the 
King,  fince  he  had,  on  fo  many  Occafions,  repeated  the  fame  Affurances. 

M.  Wall  received,  with  an  apparent  Indifference,  what  I  laid  concerning 
there  having  been  no  additional  Works  carried  on  at  Gibraltar ,  when  I  laft 
hinted  it  *,  yet  that  was  not  the  Cafe,  when  I  firft  communicated  to  the  Spanijh 
Minifter  the  Contents  of  General  Parjlow’ s  Letter,  wherein  it  was  pofitively 
afterted,  there  had  not  been  any  Augmentation  to  the  Fortifications  of  that 
Place. 

His  Excellency  then  told  me,  the  warm  and  ftrong  Expreffions  I  had  made 
life  of,  to  convey  the  King’s  earned:  Defire  to  cultivate  the  clofeft  Corre¬ 
fpondence  with  his  Catholick  Majefty,  could  never  be  received,  but  with 
fincere  Satisfaction,  by  the  Court  of  Madrid  ;  yet,  after  my  having  been 
fo  often  directed  to  hold  the  fame  Language,  unaccompanied  by  any  Proofs 
of  thofe  Difpofitions,  it  could  not  feem  extraordinary,  if  Spain  ftill  fought  and 
preffed  the  Redrefs  of  thofe  Grievances  which  had  been  fo  long  depending, 
and  which  fhe  thought  hcrfelf  fo  little  advanced  towards  obtaining  the  Relief 
of. 

With  regard  to  the  Treaty  lately  concluded  between  the  Catholick  King, 
and  his  Moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  the  Secretary  of  State  faid,  his  Royal  Ma¬ 
iler  did  not  judge  it  to  be  confident  with  his  Dignity,  to  grant  either  the 
Communication  ot  it,  or  to  fatisfy  the  Britijh  Curiofity,  in  relation  to  any 
Articles  which  we  imagined  had  a  Relation  to  our  Concerns  *,  yet  his  Excel¬ 
lency  added,  as  from  himfelf,  he  could  give  a  pofitive  Anfwer  to  what  I  afk- 
ed  with  the  utmoft  Facility  •,  but  here  he  broke  off. 

•i  ‘  a  v  After 
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.  After  fome  Paufe,  the  Minifter  refumed  his  Difcourfe,  by  alledfon^ 

his  Court  had  been  flattered,  by  that  of  London ,  with  an  impartial  Difcuffion  of 
their  Difputes  from  the  Year  1754  j  therefore  the  prelent  Promile  of  entering 
into  a  fair  Difquifition  of  our  reciprocal  Claims,  after  the  Catholick  Kino-  had 
refolved  our  Queftion  concerning  the  late  Treaty*  feemed  to  infer,  that  all  the 
Memorials  and  counter  Memorials,  with  the  feveral  Offices,  and  Replies,  had  not 
been  deferving  the  Name  of  a  Negotiation.  His  Excellency  then  recurred,  to 
what  he  had  fo  often  mentioned  on  many  former  Occaflons,  when  our  Differ¬ 
ences  had  been  the  Subject  we  were  treating  upon,  faying,  That,  if  England  would 
preferve  that  good  Faith  floe  had  ever  picqued  herfelf  upon,  and  which  he  did 
not  deny  to  be  the  geneial  Charadteriftick  of  the  Britijh  Nation,  How  could  our 
Miniftry  either  avoid,  decline,  or  delay,,  giving  Satisfaction  to  Spain ,  with  regard 
to  the  illegal  Settlements  we  withheld  from  this  Crown  upon  the  Loo-wood 
Co  aft  s  ?  where  we  owned  there  were  Eftabliffiments  contrary  to  the  Territorial 
JurifdiCtion  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  ^  therefore,  the  nobleft,  the  greateff,  and 
the  only  honourable  Expedient  for  the  adjufling  of  our  Difputes,  would  be,  for. 
England firfl  to  fend  Orders  for  the  Evacuation  of  all  our  Forts,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  to  withdraw  all  the  Artillery  which  had  been  depoflted  within  fome  En¬ 
trenchments  where  Cannon  was  mounted  for  the  Defence  of  them  :  Was 
it  an  amicable  Proceeding,  his  Excellency  faid,  to  profefs  a  Friendfhip 
for  a  Power,  and  to  be  gradually  invading  their  Dominions  ;  to  ufurp 
their  Coafls,  and  then  to  perfevere  in  maintaining  an  unjuft  Pofleffion  of  what 
we  had  no  Right  to  hold,  but  feemed  determined  to  keep,  as  Pledges  for  com¬ 
pelling  Spain  to  grant  us  the  Logwood  we  flood  in  need  of,  efpecially  after  the 
moft  Solemn,  moil  authentick,  and  repeated  Affurances  that  had  been  given, 
under  a  Royal  Promife,  that  E?igland  ffiould  enjoy  that  beneficial  Trade  of  *Log- 
wood  •,  and  moieover,  that,  until  fome  equitable  Regulation  of  that  Commerce 
could  be  fettled,  to  the  mutual  Satisfaction  of  both  Crowns,  the  Englijh  Loo-wood 
Cutters  Should,  upon  no  Pretence  whatever,  be  disturbed  in  felling,  or  in  carry¬ 
ing  away,  that  Commodity  •  if  the  Orders,  his  Excellency  added,  were  but 
given  for  demoliffiing  the  Fortifications,  and  a  Copy  of  thofe  Orders  tranfmitted 
to  the  King’s  Ambaffador  here,  to  be  delivered  to  his  Catholick  Majeffy’s  Mini¬ 
sters,  it  would  at  once  filence  the  Court  of  Verfailles ,  and  take  off ‘the  principal 
Handle  they  made  ufe  of,  to  exafperate  th t  Spanifh  Nation  again!!  Great  Britain . 

With  regard  to  the  Newfoundland  Fiffiery,  M.  Wall  urged,  what  I  have  alfo 
conveyed  in  fome  former  Difpatches,  that  the  Spaniards,  indeed,  pleaded,  in  favour 
of  their  Claim  to  a  Share  of  the  Bacallao  Trade,  the  firft  Difcovery  of  that 
Ifland  •,  but  acknowledged  they  never  had,  or  indeed  ever  required,  any  Establish¬ 
ments  there:  And,  what  had  principally  given  Offence  here,  as  to  that  Article, 
was  my  being  fo  frequently  01  dei.ed  to  declare,  and  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  having 
been  as  often  told,  that  England  would  never  hear  of  that  inadmiffible  Pretention^ 
which  was  denying,  in  the  moft  peremptory  Manner,  what  we  had  granted  by 
the  Spanijh  Treaty  of  17-21  (confirmed' by  that  of  Nix  Id  Chapelle)  That  the 
Bifcayners  *  and  Guipufccans  Should  enjoy  thofe  Privileges  which  they  could  prove 
to  be  their  Due  by  Right,  Then  , 
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,  ,TIrien  ^sPan*fi  Mini  fie  r  faid,  He  could  not  difguife  from  me  the  unfavour¬ 
able  Impreflion  all  Europe  had  received,  from  our  breaking  off  lo  abruptly  the 
Negotiations  carrying  on  between  England  and  France  for  their  feparate  Peace  • 
fince  the  Conditions  the  French  had  complied  with  were  fuch,  as  no  One  who 
had  not  read  the  Accounts  of  what  they  had  agreed  to,  could  have  believed 
the  Court  of  lerfailles would  ever  have  con fented  to,  by  making  fuch  extenfive 

acnfices  to  th t  Englijh and  added,  fince  we  were  not  contented  with  thofe 
Offers  from  our  Enemies,  our  Continuation  of  the  War,  to  obtain  ft, 11  hio-her 
Terms,  could  not  avoid  giving  Jealoufy  to  all  other  Maritime  Powers,  who 

iend  t0°  Sleat  2  Balance  beino  flunS  int0  the  fingle  Scale  of  Great 

This,  my  Lord  to  the  beft  of  my  Recollection,  and  according  to  the 
Minutes  I  took,  of  the  Heads  of  our  Difcourfe,  as  foon  as  our  feveral  Con¬ 
ferences  were  over,  was  the  principal  Subject  Matter  of  what  palled,  during 
our  various  Meetings :  T  woThings  only,  on  the  Perufal  of  my  Notes,  I  perceive^ 
I  have  omitted  touching  upon ;  The  firft  was,  that,  as  the  Coafts  of  Honduras ,  and 
C amp e achy,  feem  to  be  fo  indifferently  laid  down,  by  the  Variety  of  Geographers 
who  have  published  Maps  of  thole  Weftern  Parts,  or  fo  inaccurately  defcribed 
in  any  of  the  Charts  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with,  I  defired  General  Wall 
one  Day,  to  point  out  to  me  the  Pofition  of  Rio  Linto,  the  River  Wallis,  and 
the  Laguna  Azu  the  Three  Places  fo  often  quoted,  as  the  Englijh  Ufurpations  * 
And  his  Excellency  fhewed  me  their  Situations,  acknowledging  to  me,  that 
their  Names  were  not  inferted  in  any  Maps  •,  for  the  Spaniards  had  never  pub- 
hfhed  thole  Drawings  their  own  Engineers  had  made,  which  included  everv 
Lreek,  upon  the  Logwood,  and  all  other  their  Coafts  in  America .  Rio  Einto 
(which  the  Englijh  call  Black  Water )  is  not  many  Leagues  diftant  from  Cape 
Gracias  a  Bios ,  a  Promontory,  that  advances  in  the  Sea  at  the  Rincon ,  or 
Corner  of  the  Mofquito  Shore,  about  the  Fourteenth  Degree  of  Northern 
Latitude.  The  River  Wallis  is  almoft  oppofite  to  the  Ifland  of  Ratan,  where 
the  Englijh  had  fettled  themfelves,  during  the  laft  War;  but  which  the 
Court  of  London  had,  at  the  Solicitation  of  that  of  Madrid \  caufed  to  be 
evacuated,  after  the  Peace  in  1748;  when  thofe  very  Settlers  only  removed 
from  the  Ifland  to  the  Continent,  and  formed  the  Eftablifhment  now  fub- 
fifting  at  the  River  W allis :  And  that  lays,  according  to  what  was  pointed 
out  to  me,  between  the  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth  Degree  of  Northern  Latitude. 

I  he  Third,  laft,  and  molt  inconflderable  Settlement,  is  upon  the  Lazuna 
Azul,  a  Lake  not  far  diftant  from  the  Bay  of  AJccnJion,  which  is  in  the  Neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  a  Spani/h  Town,  called  Salamanca  de  Bac alar ,  about  the  Eighteenth 
Northern  Degree.  & 

The  Second  Point  that  flipped  my  Notice,  was,  when  M.  Wall  and  I 
had  been  difcuffing  the  Subftance  of  the  Memorial,  prefented  by  the  Court 
o  Brancey ^in  relation  to  the  Spani/h  Claims,  his  Excellency  folemnly  protefted 
to  me,  the  Catholick  King,  upon  finding  how  unacceptable  that  Propofal 

^  was 
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£  SW  Had  Pe/emPtcry  Orders  to  the  Marquis  Grimaldi,  not  to 
«  -  C  „e  Ptetettfions  of  this  Court,  in  the  lead  interfere  with  the  Pro^refs  of 
Mr.  Stanleys  and  M  Buffs  Negotiations ;  and  therefore  to  drop  any°farther 
Mention  of  them,  left  they  might  be  reputed  an  Impediment  to  the  Con" 
duiion  of  a  Peace  between  England  and  France-,  which  was  the  ftronaeft 
tP„T  his  Catholick  Majefty  could  give,  of  his  fincere  Intentions,  in  wilhtnc 

nnrh  r  t  uc^  S$f*  amiCably  adJufted  with  Great  Britain.  I  could 
not  avoid  observing  to  M.  Wall,  the  little  real  Cordiality  there  was  in  "he 

French  Proleffions  towards  this  Court,  or  Sincerity  in  their  Declarations  and 

Oilers  to  accommodate  our  unhappy  Differences  with  Spain  ;  fince  every  One 

was  convinced,  the  moft  Chriftian  King  muft  defire  to  present  our  enToyina 
o  advantageous  a  Trade,  as  that  of  Logwood  :  At  the  ZX§ 
that  the  French  Intereft  was  too  well  underftood  by  their  Miniftry,  not  to 

otMhe  « °7// a  V  h‘nSS’ the  Spal 'f/5  bdng  ever  let  intothe  fmalleft  Share 
of  the  Bacallao  Trade  ;  as  it  would  fo  efifentially  affeft  their  own  extenfive  as 

well  as  lucrative  Branch  of  Commerce  in  that  Commodity,  which  it  had  been- 

ugieedin  our  Ultimatum,  to  leave  them  in  the  Pofleffionof,  according  to  the 

Stipulations,  relative  thereto,  in  the  Peace  of  Utrecht.  a 

I  am,  &c . 

BRISTOL. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont 
Jecret^aiid  confidential,  dated  Madrid,  Dec.  (5,  1761.  Received  Jan.  g, 

My  LORD , 

YOU  R  Lordfhip  has  acquainted  me,  in  your  fecret  and  confidential  Letter 
that  His  Majefty  had  been  pleafed  to  determine,  neither  to  confine  me 
in  relation  to  the  Method  of  opening  myfelf  to  General  Wall,  on  the  impor¬ 
tant  Subject  of  your  moft  fecret  Difpatch,  nor  to  preferibe  whether  I  fhould 
communicate  the  Subftance  of  it  verbally,  or  truft  the  Whole,  or  any  Part 
thereof,  out  of  my  Hands  ;  as  it  was  imagined  from  the  Time  I  have  had  the 
Honour  of  being  employed  at  this  Court,  I  ought  to  be  able  to  judge  what 
Kind  of  Compliment,  or  Degree  of  Confidence,  would  beft  lead  me  to  fuc- 
ceed  m  the  delicate  Commiffion  at  prefent  left  to  my  Management.  I  muft 
defire  to  refer  your  Lordfhip  for  all  Particulars  to  my  moft  fecret  Letter  of 
this  Date;  wherein  you  will  fee  that,  fo  far  from  receiving  that  Communication: 
I  fo  eagerly  foliated,  it  has  not  been  poflible  for  me  to  obtain  any  folemn  Af- 
furances  of  the  Innocence  of  the  Treaty  in  Queftion,  altho’  I  am  perfuaded  in 
my  own  Mind,  there  are  no  unfriendly  Intentions  therein  (to  Great  Britain ) 

which 


which  A ilu ranees  your  Lordfinp  directed  me  not  to  rejedt,  in  cafe  thev  werp 
pioposd,  blit  to  admit  ot  them  ad  referendum ,  to  be  transmitted  to  mv  own 
Court  i  provided,  “  They  were  given  upon  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Royal 
Word,  hgmfied  in  Writing,  either  by  the  Spamjh  Secretary  of  State  to  me 
or  by  the  Conde  de  Fuentes  to  your  Lordfhip,  and  not  otherwife.” 
in  lieu  whereof,  I  have  only  procured  the  Copy  of  General  Wall's  Difnamh 
to  the  Cpnde  de  Fuentes:  Your  Lordfhip  will  there  obferve,  that,  in  confequence 
of  my  repeated  Inftances,  the  Spanfh  Mini  (ter  has  directed  M.  de  Fuentes  to 
give  an  Anlwer  to  my  Notes,  to  the  King’s  Secretary  of  State,  by  Word  of 
Mouth  or  in  Writing  if  it  was  neceffary  :  fince  I  could  not  compafs  all  I  was 
cue  ed  to  require,  at  lead  it  will  not,  I  hope,  bethought,  that  I  have  been 
remds  in  the  I  er  ormance  of  my  Duty,  after  your  Lordfinp  recolledts,  the  Spa- 
mjh  Atnbaflador  had  expreffed  his  Willies  to  have  the  Bufinefs  conveyed  through 
another  Channel,  rather  than  by  himfelf,  that,  notwithstanding  fuch  a  Re¬ 
luctance  in  his  Lxcellency  to  enter  into  this  Affair,  he  receives  Orders  from  his 
Court,  to  explain  the  Sentiments  of  Spain  in  Writing.  Would  thofe  Sentiments 
had  been  more  explicit,  and  more  fatisfadtorily  conformable  to  the  Purport  of 
my  Jnltruchons.  r 

If  your  Lordfhip  has  taken  the  Trouble  of  looking  over  fome  of  mv  Let 
ters  to  Mr.  Pitt,  you  will  have  feen  the  Motives  I  frequently  had  for  deliver¬ 
ing  to  the  Spamjh  Mimfter  written  Notes,  of  what  palled  when  our  Meeting 
were  long,  and  upon  delicate  or  interefling  Subjects,  which  I  chofe  doino-  ?n 
mat  Manner  for  greater  Precifion,  belides  having  lo  great  a  Certainty  of°the 
Catholick  King  s  being  minutely  acquainted  with  every  Argument  I  had  made 
ufe  of,  to  enforce  the  Validity  of  our  Caufe,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  it  was  an 
Afiiffance  to  General  Wall’s  Memory,  which  his  Excellency  repeatedly  told 
me,  He  did  not  chufe  to  confide  in,  without  fome  Memorandums  in  Writing. 

I  he  Paper  mark’d  (A),  is  what  I  put  into  General  Wall’s  Hands  accord¬ 
ing  to  my  former  Cuftom,  which  is  an  Abflrad  of  the  mold  elfential’ Parts  of 
your  Lordfiup’s  mold  fecret  Letter,  and  a  fummary  Account  of  all  I  expa- 
tiated  upon,  more  at  large,  in  our  leveral  Conferences.  The  Two  Inclofures 
difdingmfiied  by  the  Letters  B  and,  C,  are  the  Copy  and  Tranfiation  of  m! 
h  alls  private  Dilpatch  to  the  Conde  de  Fuentes,  which  is  a  Precis  of  all  the 
Spamjh  Secretary  of  State  alledged,  either  to  confute  my  Reafonin^s  or  to 
fupport  his  own  AlTertions.  0  ’ 

I  could  not  deny  myfelf  the  Satisfaftion,  of  reading  to  General  IValL  bv  far  the 
greater  1  art  of  your  Lordlhip’s  mod  fecret  Difpatch  ;  this  Mark  of  Confidence  I 
have  frequently  obferved  towards  the  Spamjh  Minifter,  when  I  have  been  left  at  Li- 
berty  With  regard  to  the  Mode  of  communicating  any  of  my  Orders,  and,  in  die 
prefent  Conjuncture,  it  would  have  been  ill-timed  in  me  to  have  withdrawn  from 
his  Excellency  that  Proof  of  my  Trull  in  him,  more  efpecially  as  your  Lordlhip 
had  advifed  me  moll  cautioudy  to  avokbany  Mark  of  offenfive  Diffidence  ;  befKte 
I  thought  it  could  only  do  Honour  to  your  Lordfhip’s  Sentiments  and  Stile  to 

point  out  to  the  Spanijh  Secretary  of  State,  the  conciliating  Directions  which 
2 

you 
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you  reirmSe^thd^being  Snf [n’thlmoft  MKteU‘^nf • '""d!  aS 

a'tnce."17  ■"*  th°fe  Ar6ume™>  which  we"re  iliggefted  ££  to 


I  am,  £j?f. 


B  R  I.S  TO  I,. 


Tr (inflation  of  a  Paper  delivered  the  18 th  Nov.  176 


1 . 


(A). 


Speedwell-,  and  His  Ma jetty  hTequallv  fPnfihlP  f  \  utl!tl0n  the  ShlP  the 

the  Privateer  the  S^e  h^  £  Srf °f  The  ™h  which 

given  a  Memorial,  complaining  of  the '  Vhavioi r  of  the'  rVp?'"  haV'n3 

moftexaft  Enquiries  arebo  be  Wdiately  E,'  and a,  Ln ZTb  ^ 

are  proved,  a  fuitable  Satisfaftion,  aore-able  to  -  T  J  ’  ,  5  “s  the  Fads 
Court  of  Spain.  '  a0,  enable  to  our  Laws,  will  be  given  to  the 

of  September  latt  (aoreeably  to  the  AfFumnrec  T  h  /V  Dl^atc^  the  Month 
lick  Majefty's  Intention ^  to  cultivate  Vo,  r  d"  f™d)  his  Catho- 

have  been  exprefsly  ordered  to  teftify  the  real  PleafW^f  u  ,the  h'"3  ;  1 
tion,  of  the  Sentiments  of  this  Coun  has  occ^oned  ’  A  d  r  Declara- 

to  a  flu  re,  that  no  Order  has  been  f’nr  L  f,  d-  1  muft  not  omk 

Gibraltar  confequently  they  have  only  been  working  "hereon  r”0"*  °f 

His  Majefty  having  nothin^  more  at  Heart-  rK?  «-  •  ^  ua  P-epans. 

the  moft  cordial,  and  the  molf  fincere  Friendlhip with°tl^cS“k  w®?6" 

ISpain :°For  “here'fs' nlthln^more  it-'idenP  dnnih’5  the .  ^rt  Tf 

"  Afe  “th*"  dT'  refUk  “  th£  TV?°  KinSdoms  by  fuch  aaR^3e  Whith 
After  this  Declaration,  it  is  not  furnriAno-  r-  A  ™clv- 

and  demands,  of  the  Spanijh  Minifters,  a  Communication  of  the  Tr 

eluded  between  their  Catholick  and  moft  Chriftian  Majefties  •  oStf“u 

impart  the  Articles  which  may  be  thought  rel  .fuf  or  that  they  would 

y«f,  o,  lef,  immediately,  „  L  I,,S,  rf  du,°’ 11  * 

do  not  proceed  from  any  difadvantao-e0us  Sufnic  on  of  thtta  m  Inftances 
Friendlhip,  fo  often  repeated  bv  Spain  to  he Cou  V  Afiurances  of 
tend  to  obtain  feme  Explanation,  Cith  regard  to  D  I  ' ''  onlX 

King’s  Enemies  have  affefted  to  hold  ;  namely  tint  W  "anSuaSe  w; ^ch  tlie 
taking  Part  in  the  prefent  War  bv  S  P  ”  W 38  on  the  Po™  of 

are  the  Reports  which  have  made  f<> '  .--D.h  SnJJU’bb  a3ain/.t  F.nghwd.  Such 


are  the  Reports  which  have  made  gp3,  *S  „  Such 

King",  Honour  is  concerned  in  ZSfS&SSfc 


His 


..j.  ...c-i  lmL-.  ■:  - - -- 


I 
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His  People  require  their  being  contradi&ed  •,  without  which,  How  can  His  Ma¬ 
jefty  perfuade  himfelf  to  enter  into  a  Negotiation  with  Spain,  for  accommodat¬ 
ing  the  Differences  which  have  unhappily  fubfifted,  for  lb  long  Time,  between 
the  Two  Courts  ?  The  Catholick  King  is  informed  of  all  the  Alliances  and 
Engagements  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  it  would  be  an  unfriendly  Referve,  at 
this  Conjuncture,  not  to  comply  with  giving  Elis  Majefty  this  Satisfaction 
on  the  Contents  of  a  Treaty,  fo  recently  figned  with  a  Power  actually  at  War 
with  the  King  and  efpecially,  when  France  does  not  ceafe  to  give  out,  that  the 
Conditions  of  this  new  Engagement  tend  towards  Kloftilities  which  Spain  will, 
very  foon,  manifeft  againft  the  Britijh  Nation. 

This  Obffacle  once  removed,  His  Majefty  is  determined,  without  Lofs  of 
Time,  to  enter  into  an  amicable  Difcuffion  of  the  Matters,  which  make  the 
Subject  of  the  Difputes  of  the  Two  Crowns  ;  not  at  all  doubting,  but  that 
they  may  be  eafily  adjufted  •,  and  being  convinced,  that  a  reciprocal  and  ex¬ 
tensive  Confidence  will  not  fail  to  fuggeft  Expedients,  for  faving  the  Dignity, 
and  the  Honour,  of  the  Two  Kings,  and  for  adjufting,  to  the  reciprocal 
Satisfaction  of  their  Majefties,  every  Thing  that  has,  till  now,  retarded  that 
folid  and  permanent  Harmony,  which  has  always  been  the  ObjeCt,  the  Withes, 
the  Sollicitude,  and  the  Defires,  of  thofe  who  wifh  the  effential  Advantages, 
and  the  true  Glory,  of  the  Two  Monarchies. 

In  order  to  prevent  every  perverfe  Impreftion,  which  the  Change  that  has 
juft  happened  in  the  Englijh  Miniftry  might  occafion,  it  is  neceffary  to  declare, 
that  jthe  moft  perfeCt  Unanimity  now  reigns  in  the  King’s  Councils  ;  and  that 
it  is  refolved  there,  to  continue  the  War  with  all  poflible  Vigour;  His  Majefty, 
however,  only  wilding  for  the  Moment  to  put  an  End  to  the  terrible  Mif- 
fortunes,  which  are  the  inevitable  Confequences  of  it,  as  foon  as  He  fhall  find 
His  Enemies  difpofed  to  make  Peace,  on  Conditions  which  may  correfpond 
to  the  Succeffes  with  which  Providence  has  been  pleafed  to  blefs  the  King’s 
Arms,  and  which  fhall,  at  the  fame  Time,  give  Appearances  of  a  folid  and 
durable  Peace,  after  all  the  Miferies  which  have  been  fuffered  during  the 
Courfe  of  thefe  laft  Years 


Paper  received  3  Dec.  1761.  Tranjlation .  (C) 

Moft  Excellent  SIRy 

MY  Lord  Briftol  delivered  to  me,  fome  Days  ago,  the  Memorial,  where¬ 
of  I  fend  you  a  Copy.  In  the  firft  Paragraph  is  feen  the  Satisfaction  of 
his  Court  at  the  King’s  Jultice,  in  caufing  the  Englijh  Ship  the  Speedwell  to  be 
reftored ;  and  at  the  Moderation  with  which  the  Offence  of  the  King  George 
Privateer  had  been  chaftized,  to  which  there  is  nothing  to  reply,  only.  That 
his  Majefty  is  glad  that  the  Miniftry  acknowledge  the  Uprightnels  and  Mode¬ 
ration  of  his  Proceedings. 


In 
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In  the  Second  Paragraph,  my  Lord  Briftol  fets  forth,  that  havine-  wrote  in 

SZCter  t0  hlS  S°Ur]- thS  Intention  he  had  b«n  aflu red  of  by  us]^i iTwhich 
p  :  .  lnS  was»  °£  cultivating  a  good  Correfpondence  with  the  King  of  Great 

rive  for  their  mYkin^fuc^  iscmain' Tha'tfo^h' 

~w°So°isS  ifHeaven)  welf  af  f  d  ^K' ^  **  ^  ^ 

jcfty  is  any  one  Pkf  ofTI  owm"''1  ^  “  mCreale  them’  as  his  Ma' 

My  Lord  Briftol  continues,  in  another  Paraoranh  to  eYnrefc  Tkaf 
nothing  the  King,  Hi.  M.ttet,  hat  fo  n.nch  „  rfeTisS?^ 

fincere  Friendlhip  with  the  King,  our  Lord ;  and  that  he  does  not  doubt  find- 
ing  t  e  ame  lipofitions  on  the  Part  of  Spain ;  the  mutual  Advantages  that 
will  accrue  to  both  Nations  therefrom,  being  evident :  And  all  this  is  ?n  order 
o  come  by  Degrees  to  what,  after  fuch  a  Declaration,  was  not  to  furprfoe  us 

ion  of  \heTreatv  ill1 "l  /A°f  the  Spim/b  Minifters,  the  Community’ 
tmn  ot  the  Treaty  lately  concluded  between  their  Catholick  and  molt  Chriltian 

Majefties,  or  the  Articles  that  relate  to  England.  Your  Excellency  knows  how 

eafy  it  would  be  for  the  King  to  give  a  direft  Anfwer;  but  his  own  Decorum 

prevents  him,  from  the  Conf,  deration,  that  this  Demand  is  made  as  acompub 

hve  Condition  for  commencing  a  Negotiation  with  Spain,  about  Differences 

which  are  confeffed  to  have  fubfifted  fo  long  *.  Who  ever  e 

heaid  fpeak  of  commencing  a  Negotiation,  would  think  ,  ”, Jans  <luoi>  comment 
that,  hitherto,  nothing  had  been  negotiated  about  our 
Diffeiences  ,  and  befides,  would  believe,  that  their  confider-  s0Clatl°n  avec  VEfpagne, 
ing  them  as  worthy  of  negotiating,  was  doing  us  a  Favour.  &C' 

nr'S  a  Tt7  fin^far  1VJedl<>dI, in  tllat  Miniftry  of  mifunderftandino-  fo  mar,,, 
Olhces,  Memorials,  and  Conferences,  which  have  paffed  for  thefe°Six  Yea  - 

thereupon  and  particularly  fince  the  King  fent  your  Excellency  to  that  Court 

proving  the  inconteftible  Grounds  of  our  Complaints  and  lull:  C  ires  a[d 

repeating,  that  without  latisfying  them,  it  is  impoffible  to  fix  the  <mo d  Com 

fpondence  of  the  Two  Monarchies,  nor  the  Friendlhip  of  the  Two"  Monarch 

fo  defervmg  of  each  others  Love.  If  all  that  has  been  declared  by  Word 

of  Mouth,  or  in  Writing,  the  Anlwers  and  Replies  that  have  intervened  the 

wristlled  focfoen  C°ndUded  UP°n’  15  “*  a  Negotiation,  I  do  noting 


H  2 
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My  Lord  Brifiol  offers,  that,  when  the  King  our  Lord  fhould  declare  him- 
felf  upon  the  Exiltence  or  Non-exiftence  of  the  fuppofed  Treaty,  or  upon  the 
f  Cet  obflacle  une  fois  Articles  relating  to  the  Englijh ,  the  King,  his  Mailer,  f  has 
hvc  s.  M.  eft  deternunee,  determined  to  enter,  without  Lofs  of  Time,  into  a  friend¬ 
ly  Dil'culTion  of  the  Points  which  occafion  our  Differ¬ 
ences  ;  not  doubting  but  that  they  may  be  accommodated,  and  Expedients  found 
out,  for  faving  the  Dignity  and  Honour  of  the  Two  Sovereigns.  In  his  Court 
they  mull  confider  only,  as  a  mere  Trifle,  what  they  feek  after;  fince,  in  Ile- 
compence,  they  only  promife  what  we  are  already  tired  of  pra&ifing.  What 
greater  Difcuflion  upon  the  Points  of  our  Difputes  can  be  made,  "than  that 
which  has  been  in  fo  long  a  Negotiation  ?  What  Expedients  can  be  fallen  upon 
now  to  lave  the  Honour  of  the  Two  Kings,  which,  in  Arguments  and  Difputes 
of  Six  Years,  have  not  occurred  ?  And  if  in  London  they  are  to  be  found,  Spain 
is  the  Creditor  for  her  Patience  in  the  Purfuit  of  her  Complaints,  and  for 
having  feen  the  various  Succeffes  of  the  War  the  Englijh  were  carrying  on,  whilft 
(he  only  propoied,  without  offering  to  impofe,  Conditions  upon  that  Account. 
The  moft  noble  Expedient,  and  which  does  the  greateft  Honour  to  Kings,  as 
well  as  to  thofe  who  are  not  fo,  is,  not  to  withhold  the  Property  of  another  un¬ 
lawfully,  but  to  rellore,  and  even  punifh  the  Uiurpers,  without  mindino-  (if  h 
falls  out  fo)  from  whom  the  injured  Perfon  afks  it. 

My  Lord  Briftol  concludes  with  a  Paragraph  entirely  foreign  to  our  Bufinefs, 
declaring,  that  a  perfect  Unanimity  fub lifts  in  the  Councils  of  Great  Britain  ;  and, 
that  the  King  was  refolvcd  to  continue  the  War  with  all  poflible  Vigour,  till  he 
had  reduced  His  Enemies  to  a  Peace  adequate  to  the  Succeffes  of  the  Englijh 
Arms,  and  which  might  have  the  Appearance  of  being  a  firm  and  lading  one. 
It  is  not  direflly  our  Intention  to  an fwer  thereto  ;  but  the  Two  Points  which 
the  Englijh  defire  by  the  Peace,  are  contradicted  evidently  by  what  all  the  World 
has  juft  feen.  All  impartial  Perforis  can  decide,  whether  the  Terms  offered  by 
the  French ,  and  refilled  by  the  Englijh ,  do  not  befpeak  the  Advantages  of  the 
Englijh  Arms  ;  and  their  Inad million  will  be  attributed  by  them  to  other  Views, 
whi  h  ought  not  to  be  indifferent  to  the  other  Maritime  Powers,  and  Proprie¬ 
tors  of  Dominions  beyond  Sea.  And  it  mult  oicafion  Surprize  to  them,  that, 
if  the  Court  of  London  defires  a  Peace,  that  wears  the  Appearances  of  being  firm 
and  lading,  it  fhould  pique  itfelf  upon  that  of  Paris' s  infinuating,  how  neceffary 
it  would  be  to  adjuft,  at  the  fame  Time,  our  Differences,  to  cut  off  all  Rifk 
of  its  renewing  the  War  in  Favour  of  us. 

My  Lord  Brijlol  then,  by  means  of  another  Memorial,  afked,  if  France  had 
taken  that  Step  with  the  King’s  Confent,  in  the  fame  Manner  he  now  afks  us, 
Whether  there  is  fuch  a  Treaty,  or  not,  with  France  ?  We  anfwer  frankly,  Yes  ; 
proving  the  Regularity  of  it :  And  with  this  Motive  we  reply  to  the  repeated 
Expreffions  of  that  Court,  about  defiring  a  good  Correfpondence  with  ours, 
efteeming  them  as  at  all  Times,  however,  thinking  it  was  neceffary,  Rffedls 
fhould  have  accompanied  them ;  and  as  if  fuch  a  Memorial  had  never  been 
4  given. 
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given  by  us,  forgetting  it  entirely,  they  prefent  us  another,  wkh  a  new  Qne- 
fbon,  with  the  fame  general  Expreffions,  and  the  unexpected  Novelty  of  offer- 
ing  to  commence  a  Negotiation  fo  long  dileuffed,  and  fo  well  digefted,  that  it 
has  been  reduced,  during  your  Excellency’s  Ambaffy,  to  the  fait  Yes,  or  lait 

Your  Excellency,  being  thoroughly  informed  of  every  thing  I  have  fet  forth 
may  tell  it,  or  give  it  tn  Writing,  it  it  is  neceffary,  to  that  Mmiftry,  in  order 
t.iat,  upon  no  Account  it  may  charge  us  with  leaving  my  Lord  Bri/loJ’s  Memo¬ 
rial  unanfwered,  and  that  it  may  acknowledge  the  Impropriety  there  is,  that  die 

^S.Smm&£SLCm*’ “  ™ry  T“'  wlil“ “  « 


Extraa  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  the  Earl  of  Earemonf 
dated  Madrid,  Dec.  7,  g,  &  u,  176,.  Received]  an.  9,  ,762  ’ 

Hr  HE  Meffenger  Potter  arrived  here  the  5th  Inftant,  at  Night,  whilft  my 

X  Dilpatcnes  dated  me  6th  of  this  Month,  together  v/ith  their  voluminous 
lnclolures,  were  tranferibing  fair,  in  the  Expectation  of  the  Whole  beina  ready 
to  be  fent  away  from  hence  by  Ardouin  directly  ;  but  the  very  great  Importance 
of  your  Lordihip’s  Letters  of  the  19th  pail,  determined  rne  to  fufpend  the  De¬ 
parture  of  a  MeiTengei,  till  I  had  communicated  their  Contents  to  General 

JVall,  upon  whofe  Anfwer  depended  a  Matter  of  the  higheft  Confequence 
to  both  Crowns.  ^ 

M.  Wall  was  then  confined  to  his  Room,  by  an  Accident  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  to  his  Foot.  Upon  my  writing  a  Note  to  his  Excellency  the  6th,  early 
in  the  Morning,  acquainting  him  with  the  Arrival  of  a  Meflemrer’  from 
England ,  he  appointed  me  to  go  to  him  at  any  Time  after  the  Noon  of  that 
Day.  As  foon  as  the  Catholick  King’s  Court  was  over,  I  went  to  the  Spanifh 
MiniJder’s,  which  was  about  i  o’Ciock.  I  began  dire&ly,  by  telling  his  Ex¬ 
cellency,  mat  me  gr>sat  Surprize  and  Sorrow  he  muft  have  oblerved  in  me  at 
the  E  feu  rial,  after  that  memorable  Converfation  we  had  together,  feveral  Par¬ 
ticulars  of  which  I  reminded  him  of,  had  occafioned  equal  Aftoniihment  and 
Concern  in  England ;  and,  for  that  Reafon,  freih  Inftrudions  had  been  tranfmit- 
ted  to  me,  without  even  waiting  for  my  Anfwer  to  your  Lordihip’s  Difpatches 
of  the  28  th  of  Otlcbzr .  I  did  not  attempt  to  difguife  the  Alarm  his  Excellency’s 
Di fcourfe  had  raifed  at  my  Court,  which,  as  it  was  my  Duty,  I  had  related 
immediately  after  it  had  been  held  to  me,  as  nearly  as  I  could  recoiled  in 
the  Phrafes  he  had  made  ufe  of,  laying,  That  fuch  an  unprovoked  Tranfition 
in  his  Language,  fo  diametrically  oppofite  to  the  pleafing  Afilirances  I  had 
received  at  St.  Jldepbonfo ,  of  the  Catholick  King’s  Refolution  to  cultivate  the 
clofeil  Cc/rrefpondence  with  His  Majeily,  had  filled  the  Englijh  Miniftry  with 

Amaze  ^ 
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Amaze*,  and  more  particularly  fo,  as  the  Count  of  Fuentes  had  lately  called  your 
Lordlhip  afide,  to  acquaint  you,  that  he  had  given  ftrong  Afiurances  of  the 
friendly  Difpofition  of  the  King  his  Matter,  and  of  his  fteady  Purpofe  to 
maintain  the  ftridteft  Amity  with  Great  Britain ,  at  an  Audience  to  which  his 
Excellency  had  been  admitted  to  deliver  a  Letter  from  the  Catholick  King  to 
Elis  Majetty. 

Yet  the  King,  religioufly  obfervant  of  all  His  folemn  Declarations,  and 
equally  attentive  to  His  Own  Dignity,  as  well  as  to  the  Jnteretts  of  His 
Subjedts,  was  determined  coolly  and  firmly  to  acquit  Himlelf  of  thofe  indifpen- 
lkble  Duties. 

I  then  went  thro’  the  leveral  Topicks  contained  in  your  Lordfhip’s  Letter, 
by  expatiating  very  amply  on  the  injuftice  that  Spain  did  to  the  Purity  of 
the  King’s  Intentions  *,  fince  His  Majetty  had  been  particularly  delicate  in 
caufing  luch  Military  Plans  to  be  concerted,  as  might  avoid  Hoftilities  to¬ 
wards  thofe  Objedts  that  could  give  the  leaft  Umbrage  to  the  Catholick  King. 
I  dwelt  upon  the  Notoriety  there  was,  that  every  thing  in  the  Royal  Councils, 
which  could  tend  towards  the  Interruption  of  a  friendly  Intelligence  between 
our  Courts  (which  His  Majetty  was  lb  folicitous  to  maintain)  had  alfo  been 
avoided.  Then  I  proceeded  to  renew  my  former  Inquiries  about  the  Treaty 
lately  concluded  between  the  Courts  of  Madrid  and  Verfailles  *,  and,  finally,  to 
afk  a  categorical  Anfwer  relative  to  Spain's  Intention,  with  regard  to  Great 
Britain ,  in  this  critical  Conjundture,  which  the  King  found  Himlelf  under  the 
dilagreeable  Neceffity  of  demanding  *,  but  I  added,  immediately  after,  that  I 
was  certain,  and  would  venture  to  declare,  that  there  was  nothing  could  more 
efifentially  contribute  to  Elis  Majetty ’s  real  Satisfaction,  than  my  being  able 
to  procure  fuch  an  Anfwer  from  hence,  as  might  contribute  to  the  Continuation 
of  that  amicable  Intercourfe,  which  it  could  not  be  more  the  Interetts  of  both 
Courts  to  uphold,  that  it  was  the  King’s  fincere  Defire  to  cultivate  :  Before 
I  difcontinued,  I  took  particular  Care  to  be  explicit  with  regard  to  His  Ma- 
jetty’s  Sentiments,  which  were  to  be  only  attributed  to  the  Redlitude  of  His 
Royal  Mind  *,  And  the  Declaration  I  made  of  the  King’s  Moderation,  was  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  fulleft  Afiurances  that  could  be  given,  to  prevent  any  falls 
or  injurious  Interpretation,  conftruing  what  I  had  advanced,  concerning  the 
King’s  Defire  of  maintaining  Peace  with  Spain  (provided  that  Defire  was  re¬ 
ciprocal  on  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Part)  to  proceed  from  any  Timidity  or 
Apprehenfion  on  the  King’s  Side. 

It  was  not  pofiible  to  liften  with  a  more  obliging  Attention,  than  M.  Wall 
did,  to  all  I  have  juft  mentioned.  Ele  never  interrupted  me,  but  anfuered 
me  friendlily,  when  I  appealed  to  him  upon  any  Point.  Your  Lordlhip  will, 
no  doubt,  obferve,  how  much  I  have  here  waved  touching  upon  any  Sub¬ 
ject  that  could  he  laid  hold  of  as  offenfive,  or  that  might  even  collaterally 
tend  to  irritate  the  Spanijh  Minifter,  according  to  what  was  prefcribed  to  me  ; 
which  was,  to  avoid  mixing  any  Thing  in  my  Conversation,  which  could 

have 
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have  a  Tendency  to  indifpofe  General  Wall  Indeed  I  muft  do  his  Excellency 
the  Juftice  to  fay,  there  never  appeared  the  fmalleft  Degree  of  Warmth,  or  the 
leaft  Inclination  towards  any  Harfhnefs,  during  our  whole  Conference. 
He  reafoned  candidly  with  me,  and  minutely  ;  He  faid,  the  Spanijh  Am- 
baffador  had  Orders  to  make  the  Profeflions  of  the  Catholick  King’s  Friend- 
fhip  towards  His  Majefty,  which  he  had  accompanied  with  the  Letter  he 
prefented  :  He  owned  how  cautious  we  had  been,  to  avoid  attacking  thofe 
Pofteffions  belonging  to  our  Enemies,  which  had  any  Connections  with  the 
Spanijh  Territory  ;  and  agreed  with  me,  concerning  the  Publicity  of  what  had 
paffed  in  His  Majefty ’s  Councils,  upon  the  Change  of  the  Englijh  Mini  dry  ; 
not  forgetting  to  mention  what  had  given  Rife  to  the  late  Refignation  of 
the  Seals.  M.  Wall  then  faid,  the  Copy  he  had  delivered  to  me,  of  his  own 
Difpatch,  to  the  Count  of  Fuentes ,  was  the  only  Anfwer  he  could  give  to  my 
Enquiries  about  the  Treaty  ;  That,  as  to  the  Intention  of  Spain ,  with  regard 
to  Great  Britain ,  which  I  then  preffed  to  be  informed  of,  he  added,  I  muft 
be  fenfible,  it  was  not  in  his  Power  to  give  an  immediate  Anfwer,  from  not 
being  fufficiently  authorized  to  do  it,  but  promifed  that  he  would  acquaint 
his  Catholick  Majefty  with  my  frefh  Solicitations,  and  would  not  fail  com¬ 
municating,  faithfully,  all  I  had  exprefted,  concerning  the  King’s  Sentiments 
and  Difpofition. 

As  I  had  taken  fome  Notes  (from  which  I  fpoke)  that  I  might  omit  no¬ 
thing  I  had  determined  to  mention  ;  the  Spanijh  Secretary  of  State  afked 
me,  whether  I  would  confent  to  his  tranferibing  them,  for  greater  Accuracy, 
when  he  was  to  impart  to  his  Catholick  Majefty,  the  very  important  and  deli¬ 
cate  Conference  we  had  had  together  ;  I  diredlly  gave  his  Excellency  a  Copy 
of  the  Paper  herein  inclofed,  marked  (A)  which  he  promifed  fhould  be  lite¬ 
rally  tranflated  into  Spanijh ,  before  it  was  prefented  to  the  King  of  Spain . 

You  will,  perhaps,  my  Lord,  be  furprifed  to  find,  I  have,  in  this  Yifit,  only 
dwelt  in  general  Terms,  concerning  the  Intention  of  Spain ,  with  regard  to 
England  :  I  beg  of  you  to  fufpend  forming  any  Judgement  about  my  Con¬ 
duct  therein,  till  I  have  explained  my  Motive  for  adling  in  that  Manner. 
I  perceived  General  Wall* s  Tone  to  be  of  fo  conciliating  a  Nature  j  he  exprefted 
his  Wifhes  fo  ftrongly,  that  fome  Method  might  be  found  out  for  an  ami¬ 
cable  Adjuftment  of  our  Differences  •,  and  was  fo  far  from  dropping  the 
leaft  Word,  that  could  make  me  imagine  Spain  intended  to  ad!  hoftilely 
again!!  i;s,  that  I  began  to  flatter  myfelf,  I  might  obtain  the  categorical 
Anfwer  I  was  ordered  to  demand,  without  the  Spanijh  Minifter’s  fufpedling 
my  ultimate  Orders.  When  I  was  going  out  of  his  Room,  he  took  me  by 
the  Hand,  and  faid,  with  a  Smile,  he  hoped  ;  bat  there  he  flopped.  I  afked 
him  what  he  hoped,  that  I  might  alfo  hope,  and  that  all  might  concur  in 
the  fame  Hopes  :  But  his  Excellency  only  then  bowed,  and  took  his  Leave 
of  me. 
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Your  Lordfhip  will,  no  doubt,  have  remarked,  that,  from  the  Time  of 
Potter's,  Departure  with  my  Difpatches  of  the  2d  pift,  the  Stile  of  the 
Spam/Jj  Mimfter  has  been  foftening  gradually.  What  had  occafioned  the  great 
fermentation  during  that  Period  at  this  Court,  the  Effects  of  which,  1  felt 
irom  General  IV all  s  animated  Difeourfe  at  the  Efcurial,  was,  the  Notice 
having,  about  that  Time,  reached  the  Catholick  King,  that  the  Change 
which  had  happened  in  the  Engliflj  Adminiftration,  was  relative  to  Meafures 
piopofed  to  be  taken  againft:  this  Country  :  Hence  arofe  that  fudden  Wrath 
.md  I  a filon,  which,  for  a  fhort  Time,  affected  the  whole  Spanifh  Court  \  as  it 
was  thought  moft  extraordinary  here,  that  the  declaring  War  againft  the  Ca- 
rholick  King,  fhould  ever  have  been  moved  in  His  Majefty’s  Councils,  fince 
the  Spaniards  have  always  looked  upon  themfelves  as  the  aggrieved  Party  ;  and, 

of  courfe,  never  could  imagine,  that  the  Englijh  would  be  the  Firft  to  bemn 
n  War  with  them.  0 

Bee .  9. 

I  received,  late  in  the  Evening  of  the  7th,  a  Note  from  M.  Wall ,  defir¬ 
ing  me  to  return  to  him  on  the  next  Morning,  the  8th  ;  which  I  punctually 
complied  with.  His  Excellency  Paid,  he  had  not  been  able  to  flir  out  •  but, 
having  received  his  CathoJick  Majefty’s  Commands  in  relation  to  our  Con¬ 
ference  on  the  6th,  he  would  not  delay  communicating  them  to  me.  They 
con  lifted  in  the  King  of  Spain's  being  fenfible  of  all  the  Afliirances  of  Friend- 
fliip,  and  Marks  of  Attention,  which  had  been  conveyed  thro’  my  Means  : 
But  I  was  to  be  informed,  That,  with  regard  to  the  Treaty,  and  the  Intern 
tions  of  Spain ,  M.  Wall's  Difpatch  to  the  Count  of  Fuentes  (Copy  of  which 
had  been  delivered  to  me)  was  the  only  Anfwer  the  Catholick  King  judged  it 
expedient  to  give.  I  prefled  the  Spanij/j  Minifter  ~to  open  himfelf  more  fully 
upon  this  moll  important  Subject ;  as  I  thought  it  impoffible  fo  concife  an 
Anfwer  could  be  given  to  all  I  had  urged  to  his  Excellency. 

Unfortunately,  General  Wall,  had  not  been  able  to  fee  his  Catholick  Ma- 
jefly  •,  and,  therefore,  having  only  wrote,  and  received  a  written  Anfwer,  that 
accounted,  in  fume  Meafure,  for  it’s  being  fo  laconick. 

i  I  then  reminded  the  Spanjjh  Minifter  of  the  prefhng  Endeavours  I  had  em¬ 
ployed  at  our  laft  Meeting,  to  obtain  a  fatisfa&ory  Anfwer ;  alledging,  that, 
as  I  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  a  Communication  of  the  Treaty,  'nor  the 
Alternative  which  I  had  propofed,  I  was  now  neceftitated  to  come  to  a  more 
particular  Explanation  of  what  I  had  mentioned  in  general  concerning  Spain's 
Intention  with  regard  to  GW  Britain  \  therefore  I  wS  commanded  to'dtlare 
ro  his  Excellency,  that  my  Court  expe&ed  to  have  a  categorical  Anfwer  to  the 
rohowmg  Qu  eft  ions  ;  Whether  the  Catholick  King  intended  to  join  the  French. , 
our  Enemies,  or  purpofed  aefting  hoftilely  ?  or  would,  in  any  Manner,  depart 
^rom  hjs  Neutrality?  adding,  1  hat'  Spain's  refilling  to  comply  with  giving  this 
oatisfadtion,  would  be  deemed  an  AggreTion  on  the  Part  of  the  Court  of 
Madrid ^  and  a  Declaration  of  War. 


I  cannot 


I  cannot  defcribe  the  Surprife  M.  Wall  expreffed  at  hearing  this  r„  nn. 
brought  out  theft  Words  :  What  is  to  follow?  You  have  Ten  Orders  S  wid  - 

n  aw  ,r0,rn  icnc';'  ^  t0^  bim,  he  mull  eafily  imagine  what  would  enfue  if 
Spam  did  not  difavow  any  Intentions  to  take  Part  with  our  declared VniT 

Hr  MWaft°rdered  C°  ,fl8nif>S  That  fuch  aRefufal  would  bed  looked  noon  bv 
H,s  Majefty,  tn  no  other  Light,  than  as  an  abfolute  Declaration  of  X  7 

He  told  me,  the  categorical  Anfwer  I  was  ordered  to  Lw 

fuch  an  Attack  upon  the  Catholick  King’s  Dignity d  that  it  wasTmootTR5 

K  v  I0#76  any  Advice  bis  Sovereign  umnfo  dehcate  aP  S* 
jeft ;  which  Dignity  could  not  be  imagined  to  be  lefs  dear  rTv  , Sub’ 
common  Decorum  was  to  Subietfts  •  RP  a  .  r  ^in£s’  r^an  a 

rviP*  &  "i/SS  I 

offer  his  Advice,  and  to  declare  his  Opinion,  in  Words  when°.>  Jnll  c 
much  wanted.  I  entreated  his  Excellency  to  ’refleft,  that  The  Lives  of  Thou 
ftnds,  the  Rum  of  Thoufands  of  Thoufands,  and  the  Diftrefe  of  whok  Na‘ 

for  a’s  ThTrn  f  ?  upon  the  final  Refolution  of  the  Spanijh  Councils'- 

wL  1  bad  conferred  with  no  other  Minifter  than  himfelf,  where  were  thofc 

TXT  be /UPP°red  “  be  able  “  make  a  faithful  Report,  or  lay  the  pro-’ 
per  Strefs,  and  repeat  all  the  Arguments,  I  had  been  ordered  to  emolo/  to 

itT  OrfT  cenCT  Cu6  ?eCeffity  0f  fuch  an  Anfwer  «  I  had  retired 
it  any  fuch  Perfbns  could  be  found  willing  to  nnrlorfaRp  t  j  *  ,  ’ 

toM£  £TVtHe  TT6  NeCeffity  °f  h“  beinS  carried  out>  at  dl  EvTnt6 

to  the  Buck  Rctivo*  and  there  to  ■fnrt-h  -Cn-r.1  _ r _  1  ’ 


..  *,  B„  JM*  and  fah'ih r£rSeq”;«l  ITSS 

V*mi 


hk  f  lirhk d i1!’1  T"  h,ls  e/.y i n.k  m  his  own  Houle,  and  only  writi^  so 
his  Catholick  Majefty,  where  the  Fate  of  fo  many  Countries  were  involved  in^l 

Decifion  of  the  prefent  Affair  :  I  recommended'  to  him  foTthe  Sake  of  H  T 

mamty  in  general,  not  to  let  any  rafh  or  precipitated  Meafure  be  taken  but’ 

after  duly  weighing  the  infinite  Importance  of  thefe  Queftions,  to  let  me  ' 

ce.ve  fuch  Anfwers,  as  might  enable  the  Two  Crowns  to  continue  a  mutual 

friendly  Intercourfe,  unallayed  by  Sufpicions,  and  totally  clear  of  all  Doubts 

General  Wall  for  greater  Precifion,  defined  me  to  put  into  Writing  what T  was’ 

°h,d^,foc.p™"  i  J,f“(kB,b”  P“'  "d  Wn>"  d“"  * 

'  j Dec.  ii,  1761. 

V  ;  ■  , 

As  I  knew  General  Wall  was  not  able  to  ftir  from  off  his  Chair,  till  Yefterdiv 
the  loth,  that  he  went  to  the  Palace  of  the  Buen Retiro,  and  held  the  accuftomed 
Defpcuho,  in  the  Prefence  of  his  Catholick  Majefty  ;  it  was  in  vain  for 

me 
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*  f  '  ’  *  *  *  | 

me  to  prefs  for  an  Anfwer,  which  was  not  in  his  Power  to  give,  without 

receiving  the  King  of  Spain's  Commands. 

At  Eleven  o’Clock  laft  Night,  I  received  Two  Letters  from  his  Excellency; 
Thofe  marked  i,  and  2,  are  the  Copy  and  Tranflation  of  the  Office;  that 
which  is  numbered  3,  is  the  Copy  of  a  private  Note,  entirely  in  General 
Wall's  own  Hand,  to  which  I  fent  an  Anfwer  immediately,  Copy  whereof  is 
diftinguifhed  by  the  Number  4. 

It  is  <unneceffary  for  me  to  dwell  upon  the  Decifion  of  this  mofl  important 
Affair;  befides,  that  I  ffiall  be  able,  at  my  Return  to  England ,  to  relate 
minutely  to  your  Lordfhip,  many  Circumftances  too  tedious  to  be  inferted 
in  a  Letter. 

M.  WaU,  the  laft  Time  I  faw  him,  Laid  fo  much,  concerning  the  Catholick 
King’s  very  particlar  Partiality  towards  me,  that  I  thought  it  could  not  be 
amifs  in  me,  to  take  the  laft  Opportunity,  which  was  likely  to  prefent 
itfelf,  of  teftifying  the  Impreffion  his  Catholick  Majefty’s  Sentiments  about  me, 
had  made  upon  my  Mind. 

Notwithftanding,  I  have  been,  and  ftill  continue,  indifpofed,  I  propofe 
fetting  out  as  foon  as  it  is  poffible  ;  but  thofe,  who  are  unacquainted  with 
Spain,  can  have  no  Idea  of  the  Difficulties  attending  a  Journey  from  hence. 

I  beg  your  Lordfhip  to  believe,  that  I  have  exerted  my  utmoft  Efforts 
for  His  Majefty’s  Service,  and  the  Welfare  of  my  Country,  fince  I  have  had 
the  Honour  of  being  employed  here.  Nothing  is  left  for  me  now  to  add, 
but  to  lament  my  fincere  Endeavours  to  preferve  a  Union  between  the  Two 
Crowns,  having  been  fo  unfuccefsful.  God  fend  Profperify  to  the  King’s 
righteous  Caufe  ;  And  may  Great  Britain ,  in  the  Courfe  of  the  enluing  War, 
prove,  that  the  combined  Forces  of  Spain  and  France  are  not  fufficient  to 
eclipfe  her  Glory,  or  to  cope  with  her  Strength. 

I  am,  &V. 

BRISTOL.; 


Copy  of  Notes  given  to  General  Wall,  at  our  firjl  Conference ,  Sunday 

the  6th  Dec.  1761.  (A) 

COUNT  of  Fuentes  accompanied  the  Catholick  King’s  Letter  to  His 
Majefty,  with  the  ftrongeft  Profeffions  of  Friendfhip  from  Spain. 

The  King’s  particular  Delicacy  in  concerting  Military  Plans,  to  avoid  Ho- 

ftilities  towards  Obje&s  that  could  give  Umbrage  to  his  Catholick  Majefty. 

How 
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How  notorious  it  was,  That  every  thing  in  the  King’s  Councils,  which  could 
tend  to  break  through  a  good  Underftanding  between  our  Courts  (which  His 
Majefty  is  fo  anxious  to  preferve)  had  been  avoided. 

An  Anfwer  concerning  the  Treaty  ;•  as  well  as  to  know  the  Intention  of  Spain, 
with  regard  to  Great  Britain.  . 

Nothing  could  more  eftentially  give  a  real  Satisfaction  to  His  Majefty,  than 
my  procuring  fuch  an  Anfwei,  as  might  contribute  to  the  Continuation  of 
that  friendly  Intercourfe,  which  it  is  not  more  the  Intereft  of  both  Crowns  to 
maintain,  than  it  is  the  King’s  fincere  Defire  to  cultivate. 

Copy  of  Notes  wrote  down  in  General  Wallh  Clofet,  and  given  by  me  to  his 
Excellency ,  at  our  Second  Conference ,  Tuefday  the  8th  Dec.  1761.  (B.) 

WHether  the  Court  of  Madrid  intends  to  join  the  French ,  our  Enemies,  to 
a£t  hoftilely  againft  Great  Britain ,  or  to  depart  in  any  Manner  from  its 
Neutrality  ? 

A  categorical  Anfwer  is  expe&ed  to  thofe  Queftions ;  otherwife,  a  Refufal  to 
comply,  will  be  looked  upon  as  an  Aggrefiion  on  the  Part  of  Spain,,  and  a  De¬ 
claration  of  War. 


ij 
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General  Wall ,  B.  Retiro,  10  Dec.  1761.  tfranflation  f  2) 

Moft  Excellent  Lord  } 

My  LORD , 

YOUR  Excellency  having  expreffed  to  me  the  Day  before  Yefterday, .  and 
being  even  pleafed  to  put  in  Writing,  that  you  had  Orders  to  afk  a  pofi- 
tive  and  categorical  Anfwer  to  the  Queftion,  If  Spain  thought  of  joining  herfelf 
with  France  againft  England  ?  declaring,  at  the  fame  Time,  that  you  fhould 
look  upon  the  Refufal  as  a  Declaration  of  War  ;  and  that  you  would,  in  confe- 
quence,  leave  this  Court :  The  Spirit  of  Haughtinefs,  and  of  Difcord,  which 
dictated  this  inconfiderate  Step,  and  which,  for  the  Misfortune  of  Mankind, 
ftill  reigns  fo  much  in  the  Britijh  Government,  is  what  made,  in  the  fame  In- 
ftant,  the  Declaration  of  War,  and  attacked  the  King’s  Dignity.  Your  Excel¬ 
lency  may  think  of  retiring  when,  and  in  the  Manner  is  convenient  to  you ; 
which  is  the  only  Anfwer  that,  without  detaining  you,  his  Majefty  has  ordered 
me  to  give  you.  The  Indifpofition  your  Excellency  faw  me  in,  fcarce  permit¬ 
ted  me  to  go  to  receive  the  King’s  Commands. 

I  2  Ma.y 
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May  your  Excellency  carry  away  with  you  all  the  Happincft  which  corre- 
fpond  to  your  perfonal  Qualities,  and  the  conflant  Remembrance  of  the  fincere 
Affection  with  which  I  am,  praying  God  for  the  long  Prefervation  of  your  Life, 

Bucn  Re  tiro ,  i  o  Dec.  1 7  6 1 . 

Mod  Excellent  Lord, 

■  ' 1  '  ■  iO  -  ■  i  •  .  , 

I  kifs  your  Excellency’s  Hand, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

•  -  '  •  •  ) 

D.  RICARDO  WALL. 


General  Wall,  Madrid,  10  Dec.  1761.  (3)  Dranjlation. 

My  LORD, 

MY  Unealinefs,  ever  fince  the  Moment  that  your  Excellency  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  the  Orders  which  you  have  received  from  your  Court, 
has  not  permitted  me  to  delay  any  longer  your  Excellency’s  Inftances,  full  of 
Attention  *,  and  I  have  been  (notwithitanding  my  Indifpofition)  to  give  an 
Account  to  the  King  my  Matter,  of  the  lad  Quedions  which  you  have  been 
ordered  to  put  to  my  Court. 

Your  Excellency  will  fee,  by  the  inclofed  Letter,  what  are  his  Majedy’s 
Sentiments  *,  you  know  mine  tor  your  Perfon.  I  hope  to  have  the  Honour 
of  feeing  you,  and  confirming  to  you  again,  by  Word  of  Mouth,  the  Edeem 
and  Refpect  with  which  I  am  perfectly, 

My  LORD, 

Your  Excellency’s  mod  obedient, 

and  mod  humble  Servant, 


WALL,' 


/ 
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To  General  Wall*  Madrid,  Dec.  10, 1761.  Eleven  o' Clock  at  Night.  U ) 
s  j  $  ■  Tranjlation.  0 

I Noceloency’s LT>  dated  "***  wkh wM* 

n  “W>  ~ 

that  I  may  take" the  Routf  of  Pm?*'1?™  C°  b-  PrePared  for  me,  in  order 
which  I  have  received  from  m  ’  m  co.n^e(^]ence  °f  the  Inftrudions 

Honour  „£  RrfjS,  C“"  “  "™  f'“  h»“-  1  h»™  1* 

SIR, 

Your  Excellency’s  moft  humble 

and  moft  obedient  Servant, 

BRISTOL. 

;  *  ,  r.  '  .  >v  ,  V  *  t  i  *  -  - 

f,  °Lf.er  tm  ihe  Earl  °f  Brifto1  i0  th*  Enrl  of  Egremont 
Madrid,  Dec.  n,  1761.  Received  Jan.  9, 1762.  MoftSecret, 

My  LORD, 

HI™0  anfwered>  >n  mypublick  Letter  of  this  Date,  fo  exaftlv  to 

/  w  a 1S  con?ained  m  your  Lordfhip’s  molt  fecret  one  1  I  onlv  write 
tneie  few  Words  to  acknowledge  it,  and  to  mention  that  if  T  i  ‘c  j 

,0  *,*«#  Minifter  n**,' 

give  Satisfadion,  in  relation  to  the  categorical  Anfwer ;  or  that  the  not  dif 
avowing  any -Intentions  to  take  Part  with  our  declared  Enemies  in  the  prefent 
War,  would  be  looked  upon  by  His  Majefty  as  an  Aggreffion  on  the  Pa,  If 
Spaw,  and  an  abfolute  Declaration  of  War)  without  at  lead  /  f 
what  would  be  the  Confequence  of  Spain's  not  giving  the  AHWer  required® 

I  mean  my  withdrawing  myielf  from  hence  ;  I  had  reafon  to  apprehend  hit’ 
had  I  waited  to  make  known  that  Refolution  till  after  General//  had  feen 

whemat  ^  hS&iT&'T  77^  ™  °7r  t0  g°  away  fromhic" 
that  Step  k  1  h  d  bKn  Srft  comrnanded  by  my  own  Court  to  take 


I  am,  £sV. 


BRISTOL. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Earl  of  Egremont, 
dated  Madrid,  December  u,  1761.  Separate  and  Secret.  Received 
January  9,  1762. 

*  *  r r  %  44  *  *  ,  ; \ ,  }*  .try 

My  LORD9 

IN  obedience  to  the  King’s  Commands,  I  took  the  earlieft  Opportunity, 
after  Potter’s  Arrival,  of  writing  to  Sir  Charles  Saunders ,  to  Major  General 
Parjlow  at  Gibraltar ,  and  to  all  His  Majefty’s  Confuls  in  Spain ,  as  well  as  to 
Mr.  Hay ,  that  he  might  give  the  fame  Notice,  to  thofe  who  are  in  Portugal , 
in  order,  that  every  one  might  put  himfelf,  and  His  Majefty’s  Trading  Sub¬ 
jects,  properly  on  their  Guard,  on  account  of  the  critical  Situation,  in  which 
our  Court  then  ftood  with  regard  to  Spain. 

I  have  in  vain  afked  Leave,  to  difpatch  a  Meffenger  for  Lisbon ,  to  obtain 
Paflports  from  the  Court  of  Portugal  for  myfelf,  as  was  praCti fed  by  Sir 
Benjamin  Keene,  for  his  Journey,  when  he  left  Madrid  in  the  Year  1739.  The 
Order  for  Poft  Horfes  has  been  refufed  me;  otherwife,  I  had  prepared  the  feve- 
ral  Letters  His  Majefty  had  commanded  me  to  write  to  Commodore  Keppel , 
to  Sir  Charles  Saunders ,  and  Major  General  Parjlow.  My  Houfe  is  fo  furrounded 
with  Spies  •,  I  am  fo  much  watched  myfelf;  and  fuch  ftridl  Orders  are  given 
to  flop  every  one  going  from  Madrid ;  that  even  if  a  Perfon  would  confent 
to  go  on  this  Errand,  1  could  not  truft  him ;  yet,  I  hope,  a  Method  I  have 
caufed  to  be  taken  will  convey  the  Intelligence  to  Gibraltar ,  and  from  thence 
it  may  foon  reach  Sir  Charles  Saunders. 

It  is  not  in  my  Power,  nor  could  it  be  for  the  Service  of  His  Majefty,  for 
me  to  fet  out  fo  foon  as  I  wifh  to  do,  in  obedience  to  the  King’s  Orders  £ 

I  am,  and  have  been  for  fome  Time,  fo  much  out  of  Order  with  a  Return  of 
my  former  Pains,  that,  were  I  to  begin  my  Journey  immediately,  I  fhould  be 
confined  in  my  Bed,  in  fome  Village  near  Madrid ,  without  a  Pbftibility  of 
continuing  my  Rout;  therefore,  as  my  Conftitution  has  already  fuffered  fo 
much  by  this  Climate,  I  hope  the  King’s  Clemency  will  pardon  my  not 
endangering  it.  As  foon  as  it  is  poftible,  I  will  not  delay  my  Departure,  for 
which  I  am  fo  very  impatient. 

I  fhall  not  venture  fending  away  this  large  Packet,  of  my  feveral  different 
dated  Difpatches,  till  I  am  out  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  left  any  Accident 
fhould  happen  to  the  Bearer  of  them  ;  but,  I  fhall  direftly  caufe  them  to  be 
fealed  up,  fo  that  they  will  be  ready  to  be  forwarded  at  all  Times.  , 

I  am,  &cf 


BR  IS  TO  L. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Briftol  to  the  Etfr/e/Egremont,  dated 
Elvas  in  Portugal,  Dec.  26,  1761.  Received  January  9th,  1762. 

My  LORD, 

ILefc  Madrid  as  foon  as  it  was  poffible  for  me  to  get  together  what  was 
necefiary  for  a  Journey  in  Spain ,  which  is  fo  unlike  every  other  Country 
in  Europe  for  Travelling.  I  received  General  mil’s  final  Anfwer  the  10th 
Inftant,  at  Eleven  o’Clock  at  Night ;  and  I  fet  out  in  the  Morning  of  the  17th 
with  a  Fever  upon  me,  which  I  had  had  at  leaft  Ten  Days  ;  but?  as  the  Pains 
in  my  Stomach  had  diminiihed,  I  determined  to  begin  my  Journey,  let  what 
would  be  the  Confequence  of  it. 

The  Spanijh  Minifter  refufed  letting  me  have  an  Order  for  Poft-horfes,  till 
I  reached  Badajox ,  the  laft  Town  in  Spain  ;  altho*  I  afked  for  it,  to  fend  a 
MelTenger  to  Li/bon,  for  Pafiports  from  his  molt  Faithful  Majefty,  that  I  mio-ht 
not  be  detained  upon  the  Frontiers  of  Portugal .  ° 

I  now  deliver  to  the  MelTenger  Ardouin ,  thofe  Difpatches  I  was  preparing  to 
fend  your  Lordfhip,  even  before  the  Arrival  of  Potter ,  as  well  as  the  Letters 
which  contain  the  full  Account  of  the  prefent  Rupture  between  Great  Britain 
and  Spain  •,  and  I  fhall  write  to  Mr.  Hay ,  to  caufe  a  Pacquet-boat  to  fail 
dire&ly  with  the  MelTenger,  as  foon  as  he  reaches  Lijbon. 

I  am, 

BRISTOL, 


F  I  N  ♦/  S. 
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